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THE 


CONDUCT 


OF  THE 

Late  Adminiftrationj 


H  E  reader  will  fee  in  the 
motto  prefixed  to  this  trad, 
the  reafons  for  undertaking 


it :  the  ftate  of  the  common¬ 


wealth  is  fvich,  whether  we  confider 
the  debt,  the  fadlions,  and  the  vena¬ 
lity  of  the  kingdom  ;  or  the  little  prol- 
peft  there  is  of  finding  another  mnijier 
who  will  oppcfe  himfelf  to  the  two  lat¬ 
ter,  for  the  fake  of  alleviating  the  for=^ 

mer ;  that  it  can  no  longer  fupport  our 
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vices;  though  it  has'  flill  perhaps 
Itrength  fufficient  to  bear  an  application 
of  the  proper  remedies.  But  thefe  re¬ 
medies  cannot  be  hoped  for  'till  our 
former  condudl,  the  motives,  and  the 
effedts  of  it  are  generally  underflood. 
A  perfuafion  that  if  thefe  were  fairly 
laid  before  the  public,  our  opinions,  and 
confequently  our  meafures  would  be 
altered ;  and  that  it  is  not  even  yet  too 
late  to  retrieve,  in  fome  degree,  the 
Ioffes  which  the  ffate  has  fuffained  while 
her  intereffs  have  been  negleded  and 
facrificed,  was  the  motive  which  pro¬ 
duced  this  publication;  a  motive  which, 
if  it  does  not  give  fuccefs  to  the  defign, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  carry  with  it  an  ex- 
cufe  for  the  attempt.  For  although 
perfonal  altercations  and  private  feuds 
have  degraded  the  tribunal  of  the  public, 
the  attention  of  which  they  have  lb  lono- 
engroffed  ;  yet  the  queffions  which  are 
peculiarly  proper  for  its  cognizance,  are 
thofe  which  concern  the  honor,  the 
'ivealtb  or  t\\cjajcty  of  the  community ; 
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and  efpecially  thofe  plans  of foreign  and 
domejiic  policy,  which  are  purfued  by 
thofe  to  whom  the  interells  of  the  ilate 
are  entrufted  :  no  introduction  therefore 
or  apology  is  necefl'ary  to  a  traCt,  which 
propofes  to  enquire  into  the  merit  of 
thofe  meafures  which  have  lately  been 
adopted  by  the  late  ininijlry,  with  regard 
to  points  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
the  empire,  commerce  and  fecurity  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  were  ever  to  be  wiilted  that  enqui¬ 
ries  of  this  fort  could  be  made  without 
defcending  to  perfonal  accufations  ;  for 
the  fubjeCls  are  much  lelfened  when  the 
reputations  of  particular  men,  the  praife 
or  cenfure  of  fome  minijter,  becomes  a 
confiderable  part  of  them.  But  on  this 
occafion,  it  is  feared  tha.t  this  relerve  is 
impoffible  ;  when  we  judge  of  the  me¬ 
rits  of  meafures,  we  neceiTarily  judge 
of  thofe  by  whom  they  were  planned 
and  executed.  If,  however,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enquiry  blame  lhall  be 
thrown  on  particular  perfons,  the  writer 
ean  truly  fay,  that  this  was  not  in  his 
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lirft  intention,  and  that  it  is  only  the 
neceiiary  rcfult  of  the  fubjeft  he  treats  ; 
a  fubjedl  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
he  has  not  fulfered  the  diilike  which  he 
feels  in  common  with  almoft  all  man¬ 
kind  to  perfonal  cenfure,  to  ftifle  that 
information  which  the  public  lias  a  right 
to  receive  upon  a  point  which  goes  up 
to  the  very  firfc  principles  of  our  confti- 
tution,  and  involves  in  it  quedions  up¬ 
on  which  the  exiftence  of  all  trovern- 

O 

ment  depends.  The  reader  ealily  fees 
that  the  fubjedt  I  mean  is  the  Jiavip.  abl. 
This  is  the  meafure  of  the  t^reateft  im- 
portance,  both  in  itfelf  and  in  its  coii- 
fequences  ;  referring  therefore  the  other 
plans  of  the  year  to  fome  future  hour, 
it  is  propofed  at  prefent  to  examine  the 
ConduSi  of  the  minifry,  with  regard  to 
this  aB,  from  the  the  time  at  which 
they  came  into  office,  to  that  at  which 
it  was  repealed. 

If  this  is  done  without  partiality,  the 
perfons  whofe  condudt  is  examined  will 
have  no  reafon  to  complain  ;  they  efpe- 
cially  w'ill  have  no  reafon  to  complain 

of 
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of  being  called  to  a  public  trial,  who 
are  perpetually  affuring  us  that  their  de¬ 
light,  their  merit,  and  their  fupport  is, 

that  they  poffefs  entirely  the  favour  of 
*• 

the  public.  To  difprove  the  truth  of 
this  aiTertion,  nec  enim  (to  ufe  the  words 
of  Cicero)  poptilum  romannm  ejje  ilium 
piitOy  qui  conjiat  ex  its  qui  mercede  condii^ 
cuntiiry  qui  impelluntur  ut  vim  afferant 
7nagijlratibusy  ut  ohfideant Jenatum  ;  and' 
to  fhew  by  what  arts  they  gained,  for  a 
liiort  time,  the  appearance  of  popula¬ 
rity,  would  be  eafy  ;  but  it  is  of  little 
confequence  in  itfelf,  and  foreign  to 
the  prefent  fubjedt;  the  difcufiicii  of 
which  will  however  determine  (wTuclx 
is  a  queftion  of  more  importance)  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  deferved  it. 

To  decide  on  the  merits  of  their  con- 


duft,  it  is  necelfary  that  the  jlatc  of  af¬ 
fairs  Ihould  be  known  ;  that  tlie  intcili- 
gejice  received  from  America,  the  tnode 
and  the  degree  of  the  reffunce  there 
made,  the  wijhes  oj  our  friends ^  the  ej- 
forts  of  the  oppoferSy  the  condiicl  oJ  our 

of  leers  y  uiould  be  ftated ;  cfpecially 

that 
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that  the  inJlruSiions  fent  by  the  mintjlry 
in  confequence  of  the  informations  they 
had  received,  fhould  be  examined.  Up¬ 
on  thefe  grounds  this  enquiry  is  con¬ 
ducted  j  whenever  a  fadl  is  alTerted,  the 
authorities  for  it  are  quoted  or  referred 
to  i  authorities  fo  convincing  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  doubt ;  they  conlift  of  let¬ 
ters,  minutes  of  councils,  i'nJlruSlions,  ad¬ 
vices,  orders,  tranfmitted  to  and  from 
America.  ‘Tranfcripts  of  thefe  are  now 
in  the  poiTelhon  of  fo  many  perfons,  and 
the  power  of  conful ting  them  is  in  the 
reach  of  fo  many  more,  that  the  reader 
will  not  fufpeCt  any  falfe  quotation  is 
attempted  in  circumftances  which  ren¬ 
der  the  detection  of  it  fo  very  eafy. 
Some  of  thefe  are  inferted  in  the  appen-. 
dix’,  from  others  extracts  only  are  made, 
with  references  in  the  notes  to  the  let¬ 
ters  themfelves,,  and  credit  is  taken  from 
the  exaCtnefs  of  them  upon  the  fame 
ground  y  as  well  as  for  thofe  in  which 
the  names  of  the  writers  are  orrutted  ^ 
the  onlyreafon  of  this  omifRonis  to  avoid 
the  poflibility  of  informing  the  Ameri¬ 
cans 
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cans  (who.  It  is  feared,  do  not  want  this 
information)  by  what  channels  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  their  proceedings  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  us  j  for,  to  the  diigrace  of 
Great  Britain,  her  friends  and  advo¬ 
cates  in  one  of  her  provinces,  are  not  (it 
feems)  to  be  protected  or  avowed.  And 
furely  it  is  time  that  the  public  ihould 
receive  the  evidence  which  has  hitherto 
been  induilrioully  concealed  from  them, 
whilft  falfe,  though  politive  aflertions, 
and  unmeaning  declamation  have  been 
fubifituted  in  its  place  :  it  is  time,  that 
having  heard  with  eagernefs  and  even 
with  partiality  the  claims  of  America^ 
they  Ihould  hear  with  patience,  at  lead: 
whilft  I  plead,  the  caufe  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  i  that  they  fhould  read  with  im¬ 
partiality,  whilft  I  ftatevery  fhortly, 
{not  the  merits,  for  they  are  befide  the, 
prelent  queftion,  but)  the  principles 
and  progrefs  of  the  ftamp^  adl :  an  adt  to 
which  no  private  interefts,  no  party 
views>  -  nothing  but  public  motives 
could  give  rife ;  and“  the  intentions  of 
which,  however  they  m'ght  be  treated 


in 
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in  America,  deferve  the  approbation  or 
every  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain^ 

The  firft  and  great  principle  of  all 
government,  and  of  all  fociety,  is,  that 
■fupport  is  due  in  return  for  proteBion  ; 
that  every  fubjedt  fhould  contribute  to 
the  common  defence,  in  which  his 
own  is  included.  Nam  neqUe  quies  gen^ 
tium  fine  armis,  neque  armafne ftipendiis, 
neque  fipendia fine  tributis  haberi  queunt. 
Tacit.  Hill.  lib.  4.  .  It  was  necelTary, 
and  it  was  jull,  to  recur  to  this  princi¬ 
ple  at  the  clofe  of  the  lall  war.  It  was 
found  necefary  to  maintain  upwards  of 
10000  men  for' the  defence  of  our  colo^ 
nies  ;  an  expence  of  between  3  and  400,- 
000 1.  per  ann:  great  part  of  which  was 
entirely  new,  was,  on  that  account,  to 
be  incurred  ;  it  was  juf  that  the  colo¬ 
nies  which  had  profited  fo  much  by 
the  wa.r,  whofe  interefls,  commerce 


id  fecurity  had  been  the  firft  objedls  of 
'ie  peace ;  and  of  whofe  ability  to  bear 
;  leaft  fome  proportion  of  that  new 
<pence  there  neither  was  nor  is  an) 
.ofrui  tn  flnuht.  Ihould  contribute  (not 


to 


I 
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to  fupport  or  to  defend  Great  Britain 
but)  about  a  third  part  of  the  expence 
ncceflary  for  their  own  defence  and  pro- 
tedlion. 

Upon  this  general  and  acknowledged 
principle,  and  upon  this  application  of 
it,  which  was  juft  in  itfelf,  and  which 
the  fituation  of  this  country  made  ne- 
ceiTary,  and  which  it  might  have  been 
expedled,  would  appear  neither  unrea- 
fonable  or  unpleafmg  to  an  Englifti  ear, 
the  f  amp  aB  was  planned.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  1764  the  propofi- 
tion  of  impoling,  by  a  duty  on  ftamps, 
a  tax  on  America,  in  conformity  to 
uninterrupted  precedents  for  near  100 
years,  was  made,  and  thrown  into  the 
form  of  refolutions.  At  that  time  the 
merits  of  this  queftion  were  opened  at 
large ;  thofe  who  have  lately  fo  loudly 
alferted  the  privileges  and  exemptions  of 
America  were  then  publicly  called  upon 
to  deny,  if  they  thought  it  fitting,  the 
rieht  of  the  lea'iflature  to  impofe  any 
tax  either  internal  or  external  upon  tiiat 
country  :  and  not  a  fingle  perfon  ven- 

C  tincd 
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tured  to  controvert  that  right.  A  year's 
delay  however  was  given,  that  any  in¬ 
formation  might  be  received  from  Ame¬ 
rica,  with  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the 
particular  tax  propofed,  not  to  permit 
the  right  of  impofing  it  to  be  contro¬ 
verted.  This  diftinftion  was  fully 
opened- at  that  time,  and  afterwards  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  agents  of  the  provinces. 

This  delay  was  however  abufed  by 
fome  of  the  Americans ;  and  when,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1765,  the 
plan  was  carried  into  execution  by  a  bill, 
feveral  petitions  from  America  which 
denied  their  right  oj  impojing  taxes  on 
the  colonies,  were  prefented  to  the  par¬ 
liament,  and  were  therefore  rejeSted 
ivithout  a  divijion  ;  no  one  perfon  having 
been  then  found,  in  either  houfe,  who 
would  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
America  was  not,  in  this  inftance,  fub- 
jed  to  Great-Britain  \  In  1766  the  at! 

was 

>  And  yet  it  has  been  aflerted  that  this  oppofition 
would  have  been  nnide,  if  fome  iiUclIigetice  relating 

to 
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was  repevxled,  but  even  then  the  adrni- 
nijiration,  determined  as  they  were  on 

C  2  the 


to  this  matter  had  not  been  fuppreiTed  at  that  time  ; 
as  this  was  publicly  faid,  the  public  is  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  fa(5t,  which  was  this. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1764,  the  board  of 
trade  reported  to  the  king,  that  the  affemblies  of 
Maflachufet’s  bay  andNew-York  had,  in  their  re~ 
Jolutions  and  proceedings  (copies  of  which  they  tranf- 
mitted  with  the  report)  treated  the  aids  and  refolutions 
of  the  legijlature  of  Greal-Britain  with  the  mojl  indecent 
difrefpea.  The  privy  council  advifed  the  king,  to 
give  directions  that  the  fame  be  laid  hcj  oi  e  pai  liament^  at 
fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  his  Majejly  Jhould  he 

pleafed  to  direii  and  appoint. 

This  poftponed  the  laying  it  before  parliament, 

as  it  was  meant  to  do  ;  but  it  deprived  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  no  information,  tor  the  aiiemblies  had  iii- 


ftrufted  their  agents  here  to  prepare  petitions  in  the 
lame  words  j  and  particularly  hir.  Mauduit,  .he 
agent  for  Maflachufet’s  bay,  was  di  ref  led  to  draw  his 
principles  and  arguments  from  Mr.  Otis’s  book  of 
The  Rights  of  the  Colonies  (wiiich  had  been  re¬ 
printed  here).  The  colonies  were  obeyed.  Peti¬ 
tions  were  prefented,  alTcrting  the  right  of  freedom 
from  taxes  impofed  hy  (ireat-Bntain,  on  the  very 
grounds  of  the  refolutions  and  proceedings  whicii 
the  board  of  trade  had  tranfmitted  to  the  king  ;  theie 

were  reieaed  by  parliament,  not  trom  ignorance  ot 

thcir 
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the  repeal,  and  though  they  were  to 
carry  their  point  chieiiy  by  the  affifl- 
ance  of  that  gentle}7ian\  fpeeches  who 
denied  the  right  oj  England  to  tax  the 
colonies,  were  however  ohli2:cd,  be- 
fore  they  ventured  to  propofe  this  mea- 
fure  to  parliament,  to  prepare  the  way 
by  a  bill  ajferting  the  right  in  the  fulleft 
and  ftrongefl  terms, 

So 

their  contents,  but  becJiufe  their  contents  were 
known  ;  becaufe  they  denied  the  power  of  Great- 
Britain.  No  information  was  with -held  therefore 
by  this  delay,  the  caufe  of  which  was  tendernefs  to 
tne  colonics.  For  had  the  king  called  the  attention 
of  parliament  to  proceedings  in  which  their  afts 
were  treated  with  the  moft  indecent  difrefpetl ;  their 
own  dignity  muft  have  drawn  horn  them  votes  of 
cenfure  and  feverity  towards  the  offenders :  and 
therefore  the  miniftry,  who  were  taking  the  proper 
methods  to  form  and  enforce  the  acSf,  which  would 
have  fufficiently  reprefTed  the  claims  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  efFedfually  afierted  the  dignity  and  au¬ 
thority  of  Great-Britain,  withheld  a  paper  which 
would  have  given  no  information  but  what  was 

given  in  a  manner  lefs  calculated  to  irritate  mens 
minds. 
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So  that  however  the  public  may 
have  been  milled  by’  the  authority,  of 
7tames  quoted  on  the'  other  fide  of  the 
queftion,  it  can  be  doubted  of  no 
longer ;  the  fiipreme  legijlature  has  af-' 
ferted,  in  the  mofi:  explicit  and  folemn 
manner,  its  right  to  the  obedience  of 
its  American  fubjedlsj  and  therefore 
the  alfertions  of  particular  perfons,  op- 
pofed  to  this,  not  only  deferve  that  dif- 
regard  which  they  will  rneet,  who  pro¬ 
pagate  opinions  contrary  to  the  common 
declared  fenfe,  and  detrimental  to  the 
interefls  of  their  country,  but  become 
alfo  highly  criminal  j  for  it  is  now  as 
criminal  to  alfert./y^^  exemption  of  Ame¬ 
rica front  taxes  impofed  by  parliament ,  as 
it  is  to  alfert,  that  parliament  had  no 
right  to  repeal  the  ftamp  adt. 

The  right  of  Great-Britain  being 
eftablifhed  and  univerfally  acknowledged 
(except  by  about  fix  or  feven  voices)  it 
is  certain,  that  whatever  the  private 
opinions  of  particular  men  might  be,  it 

t 
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was  the  duty  of  every  fubjedt  to  have 
fubmitted  to  this  law  while  it  fubfifted; 
and  the  duty  of  thofe  to  whom  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  it  was  committed,  to  have 
enforced  it. 


The  next  ftep  therefore  is  to  enquire 
whether  the  adminijlration  took  the 
meafures  proper  and  necelTafy  to  pro¬ 
cure  due  obedience  to  a  law  in  which 
the  interefts  and  dignity  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  were  fo  deeply  concerned ;  or 
whether  they  are  guilty  of  having,  by 
negledt  and  connivance,  encouraged  a 
refinance  to  her  authority,  and  fhaked 
the  very  foundations  of  her  empire. 


To  judge  of  this,  it  is  hecefiary  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  inftrudlions  and  orders  iffued 

by  the  f- - y  of  ft— e  for  the  fouthern 

department,  to  whom  this  important 
branch  of  our  dominions  is  oflicially 

entrufted. 


The  letters  of  Mr.  f- - y  C - y 

are  of  three  dates ;  they  are  reprinted 

here. 
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here,  having  been  already  printed  in 
America.  The  firll  of  them  is  a  Jingle 
letter  to  governor  Fauquier y  dated  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  176.5  On  the  24th  of 

October,  1765,  the  f — - y  wrote 

to  major  general  Gage  %  to  governor 
Bernard  and  a  circular  letter  to  the 
governors  of  the  colonies  and  on  the 
15  th  of  December,  1765,  he  fent  let¬ 
ters  to  major  general  Gage  and  to 
lieutenant  governor  Golden®.  Of  this 
laft  an  extradt  only  is,  given,  the  reft  is 
omitted,  as  it  contains  a  cenfure  on  a 
particular  perlpn. 

The  reader  will  juftly  be  furprifed, 
that  on  a  fubjed  fo  important,  at  a 
time  fo  critical,  no  more  diredions 
were  iffued ;  he  will  be  more  fo,  to 
find  that  the  letter  to  governor  Bernard, 
of  the  firft  date,  and  that  of  the  laft,  to 
general  Gage,  refer  to  thofe  of  the  24th 

of 

^  See  Appendix,  No,  i.  '  See  Appendix,  No.  2. 

^  See  Appendix,  No.  3.  '  See  Appendix,  No.  4 

f  Sec  Append  ix,  No.  5.  ®  See  Appendix,  No.  6. 


[  20  ] 

of  October,  1765,  for  inflrudlions,  (the 
letter  to  governor  Golden  is  on  a  parti¬ 
cular  fubjedlonly)  that  the  letter  of  the 
24th  of  Odlober,  1765,  though  addref- 
fed  to  fo  many  diiferent  governors,  pre- 
liding  over  people  fo  different  in  their 
form  of  government,  charaSler  and  con^ 
is  the  fame  to  each ;  and  indeed 
a  mere  fac  fmile  of  that  fent  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  EngliJJo  forces-, 
that  in  fadt  only  one  inJlruBion  was  iffued 
during  that  period,  and  that  from  all 
his  ejj’ays  on  obedience,  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  extradl  any  thing  which  could 
give  real  diredlions  or  affilfance  to  the 
governors,  whofe  condudt  was  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  the  empire  of  North 
America  ffiould  be  retained  ii^  obe¬ 
dience,  or  thrown  into  an  indepen-. 
dance  fatal  to  themfelves  and  dangerous 
to  Great-Britain. 

For  the  fake  of  perfpicuity  and  of 
iuftice,  the  method  obferved  is  this, 
before  each  letter  is  confidered,  the  in¬ 
formation 


f2I  ] 

formation  which  the  writer  of  it 
then  received  is  ftated;  for  it  is  only 
by  thus  placing  ourfelves  in  his  fitua- 
tion,  that  we  can  form  an  impartial 
judgment  on  the  propriety  of  his  con- 
dudf.  After  confidering  each  of  thefe 
difpatches,  there  is  thrown  together  the 
intelligence  received  lubfequent  to  any 
orders  given  by  him,  but  previous  to 

the  repeal  of  the Jiamp  a5l. 

^  * 

It  is  necelTary  to  begin  by  a  delcrip- 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  this  matter,  when 
the  f— Is  of  the  fouthern  department 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  C - y. 

As  foon  as  the  jiamp  a£l  had  received 
x]\t  royal  ajent,  which  was  on  the  22d. 
of  March f  1765,  the  adminilu'ation 
which  had  planned  it  began  to  take  fucli 
meafures  as  might  moft  eiFedtuaJh/  caiiy 
it  into  execution ;  and  tliough  lucli 
complaints  of  the  future  burd.n  liia 
been  received  from  America,  as  are  ever 
made  by  thofe  who  have  bee-a  long  in 
diligently  exempted  from  bearing  a;;.  / 1 

D  '  -1 


r  . 


l!  '^i‘ 
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and  though  fQme  of  that  ,  country  had 
proceeded  even  to.  deny  the,  right  of- 
Great-Britain  to  impofe  them  j  yet  the 
a(ft  was  not  yet  palTed  ;  and  to  impofe 
and  to  fecure  the  colledlion  of  the  tax- 

^  .  J  •  .  ^  ^  m  % 

would  be  fo  effedlual  a  vindication  of 
that  right,  that  in  lenity  to  the  color-; 

*  ^  ^  i. 

nies  any  feverer  animadverlion  on  thein 
conduct  was  fpared.  „  i 


^hts  aSi  had  given  a  jurifdidtion  for; 
the  recovery  of  the  penalties,  incun-ed- 
by  the  breach  of  it,  to  the  fame  courts  ' 
of  admiralty  which  for  .near  a  century, 
had  polfefled  .that  jurifdidlion  withp'e-". 
gard  to  the  laws  of  revenue  and.  trade,  • 
This  claufe  it  had  in  common  with  thofe  - 
laws  which  had  formerly  palTed  .refpect- 
in,g  fubjects  of  the  like  nature but.', 
(and,  that  was  peculiar  to  this  act)  it-.- 
provided  a  remedy  fpr  the  inconveniencej 
and  abufes,  to  which  thofe  courts  might . 


be  liable. 


While  our  colonies  were  few  in  num-v 
her,  and  fmall  in  extent,  the  court  of 

■  ;  ;  admiralty 


;  V  ,  V  ^  .Ml 

\  \  *  N  '  ^  ifiB 


■ifii 


Mi-} 

^mir'alty  couH '  nevef  be  far  dlftant 
from,  nor  its  officers'  unknown  to  the' 
clients  in  'that  court :  but  upon  fh(§' 
encreafe  of  them  to  their  prefeht  great- 
riefs  of  territory  and  people,  it  had  been 
a- grievance  complained  of  by  the  pef- 
fons  the-  moil  loyally  difpofed  to  the' 
government  -of  Efigkmii,'  that  the  dif-' 
tance  of  many  of  the  prO’/indes  from 'tlie' 
feat  of  this  court,  with  the  difficuity 
of  obtaining  the  afliffance  of  lawyers, 
fnuff  often  operate  fo  as  to  bar  the  ' 
juft'eff  claim;  and  deprive  the  fubjects 
of  their  property,  by  difabling  them  ' 
from  profecuting  their  right  to  it.  Ano¬ 
ther-  material  objection  arofe  from  the 
cohftitutioh  of  this  court ;  in  which  the" 
judge  was-paid  by  a  poundage  of  the  ' 
money^  ariiing  from  fuch  feizures  as  ' 
were  condemned  :  this,  as  it  made  it 
his  interefl  'rather  to  eond'eriin  than  to  ^ 
acquit^'  if— it  did- not '  influence  the  de-  ' 
cifions  of  the  judge,  took  from  -them 
however  that  air  of  impartiality  which 
ean  aldn^-feeure'  to  them  rcfpect. 


[  24  ] 

To  obviate  the  poffibility  of  that 
fraud  and  opprelHoh  to  which  thefe 
circumftances  might  give  rife,  a  claufc 
had  been  inferted  in  the  flamp  act, 
giving  a  power  of  forming  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  as  might 
place  the  decifioh  of  bis  property  more 
within  the  reach  of  every  fubject  in 
America  j  and  in  execution  of  this  de- 
fign,  thqfe  who  were  then  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  treafury,  formed  and  fubmit- 
ted  to  die  privy  council  a  plan  for  ap-. 
pointing  three  courts  of  vice  admiralty y 
with  proper  diftriets,  and  with  ample 
and  honourabie  fixed  falaries  to  the 
judges,  in  lieu  of  all  fees  j  that  fo  litu- 
ated,  and  fo  fupported,  applications 
to  them  might  be  lefs  expenfive  and  in¬ 
convenient,  and  their  decifions  lefs  fuf- 

h 

The 

^  Even  this  provifion,,  which  redteflibd  a  real- 
grievance,  which  had  been  feverely  felt  and  ju-ftly 
complained  of,  was  rendered  inelfedlual  in  fpite  of 
all  rcprefentations,  becaufe  it  had  the  ill  fortune  to 
ftand  a  part  of  the  Jicimp  And  the  Americans,. 

therefore 


pccted 


f'-- 
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The  treafury,  after  eonfulting  the 
hard  of  trade  and  the  agents  of  feveral 
of  the  colonies,  next  applied  themfelves 
to  the  dividing  the  country,  in  which 
the  act  was  to  operate,  into  fuch  dif- 
tricts  as  might  be  moft  convenient  for 
the  receipt  of  the  revenue,  and  leaft 

troublefome-  to  thofe  from  whom  it  was 

>  '  •/ 

to  be  collected.  . 

After  receiving  and  confidering  the 
plans  of  the  llamp  office,  who  were 
neceflarily  to  be  employed  in  it,  for 
.  carrying  the  law  into  execution,  they 
formed  fuch  inftructions  as  might  be 
adequate  to  the  occafions  of  the  officers 
to  whom  the  execution  of  it  was  to  be 
entrufted.. 

■  ■  ■  .  -  i  ■  ;  r 

The  choice  of  thefe  officers  was  of 
great  importance  they  did  not  there¬ 
fore  proceed  to  this  haftily,  or  in  the 

com- 

therefore,  will  owe  the  griev'^anccs  which -they  fiifter 
from  the  prefent  fituatioii  and  conftitution  of  the 
«ourt  of  admiralty,  to  the  admilniftration  which  re- 
'  pealed  the  ftamp  ad. 


> 
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common  track  of  official  rccommcnda-. 
tion  :  they  waited  till  .  they  ■  received: 
from  the  mod:  refpected  men  in  each 
colony,  applications  in  favour  of  perfons. 
«f  the'beft  credit  in  it  j  and  they  com-  ' 
plied  with  theie,  both  as  it  gave  the 
bell'  fecurity  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
trull  to  be  committed  to  the  officers, 
and  as  it  might  rnuch  facilitate  the  col-^ 
lection  of  the  duty. 

Whoever  reads  the  lift  of  diftributors 
appointed  on  this  occalion,  will  fee. 
that  the  geneial  intention  was. to  be—  • 
ftow  that  office  on  colonijls :  this  would- 
prevent  the  diftatisfaction'  which  muft 
always  and  in  every  country  arife,  at 
feeing  offices  of  proht  in  the  collection  ' 
of  a  duty  impofed  on  them,  'thrown- 
to  any  other  hands  than  their  own; 
and  would  engage  the  principal  men  in 
each  colony  to  fupport  the  perfon 
whom  they  had  ihemfelves  recommend¬ 
ed,  to  affift  the  execution  of  the  law,- 
and  to  conciliate  to  it  the  minds  of 
their  countrymen.  The  influence  of  this 

niea- 
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meafare  would  be  the  more’  cxtenfivc,' 
as  the  appointment  of  the  inferior  dif- 
tributors  was  necelTarily  refted  in  the  ' 
prineiiDdl  didributor  for  every  province; 
the -perloiTS  appointed' by  him  would, 
it-is  probable,  be  his  friends,  neighbours 
OF  dependants,  ■  colonids  al lb  ;  and  the 
fame  motives  would  engage  therefore 
throughout  the  'country  a  number  of 
colonids  in  the  fame  caufe. 


in  fact  it  appears,  that  this  delign 
was  generally  executed,  except  in  the 
new  colonies,  in  which  defeription  Ns- 
va-Sco’tia  and  Georgia  are  iiicluded ;  in 
thefe  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  that  any 
natives  flaould  be  found  capable  of  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  :  but  even  in  thefe  the 
principal' was  To  ftrictly  adhered  to,  that 
in  Nova-Scotmz  gentleman  was  faid  to 
b  -  taerefdre  appointed  becaufe  he  was 
one' of' the  firll  fettlcrs  in  that  colony. 


The' board  of  treafury  was  not  lefs 

♦  *N  ** 

attentive  to  the  other  qualification  of 
their  officer,' '  that  he’lhould  be  not  qn- 

ly 


[  28  ] 

ly  a  colonlft,  but  recommended  by'per- 
Ibns  bed;  acquainted  v/ith,  and  moft 
concerned  and  refpected  in  the  feveral 
provinces :  few  were  appointed  who 
were  not  either  of  the  council  or  the 
alTembly.  The  reader,  perhaps,  does 
not  expect  to  be  informed  that  colonel 
Mercer  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Mon- 
tagiie,  the  agent  for  Virginia,  in  the 
name  of  the  governor,  council,  and  af- 
fembly  of  that  province  •,  which  Mr. 
Mercer  himfelf  infilled  on,  as  his  apo¬ 
logy  to  the  people  of  Virginia.  Dr. 
Vranklyn,  Agent  for  Penfylvania,  ap¬ 
plied  for,  and  fucceeded  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hughes.  Mr.  Cone,-  diftributor  for 
ISfew  Jerfey,  owed  the  office  to  the  fol- 
licitation  of  the  fame  gentleman,  whofe 
fon  was  then  governor  of  the  province ; 
and  belides  the  application  of  Mr.  An¬ 
thony  Bacon,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mac  Evers, 
for  diftributor  of  New-Tork,  I  nave  feen 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  MacEvers 
to  Mr.  alderman  Barlow  ‘Vrecothic,  in 
which,  to  ufe  his  own  expreflion,  he 
repeats  his  great  obligations  to  that  al¬ 
derman. 


■  ■  ■ 


derma;!,  for  having  him  nominated  a  dif- 
tributor  of  the  famps. 


In  the  purfuit  of  thefe  plans,  and 
before  tlie  officers  could  be  fent  with 
thofe  inftructions  which  were  preparing 
for  them,  the  adminiftration  w'as  ftdp- 
ped  by  that  change  of  governm.ent,  of 
which,  as  the  author  of  it  is  dead,  I 
fliall  only  fay,  that  by  placing  Mr. 

C _ y  in  the  office  of  f - v  of 

ft e,  for  the  fouthern  department,  it 

entrufted  the  execution  ot  a  law,  oi  tne 


•treated;  importance  in  its  confequenees, 
to  one  of  the  very  lew  perfons  wno  irad 
ondofed  the  paffing  it.  The  confe- 
Quence  has  been  fach'  as  niigiit  nave 
been  'expedled,  was  forefeen  by,  think¬ 
ing  men,  and,  as  will  appear  uom  tiic 
courfe  of  the  evidence,  dfigncd  by  ins 
new  mhiifers. 

■  Previous  to  the  change  of  min  fry,  not 
only  the  government  had'  received  no 
intelligence  winch  might  give  them 
reafon  to  fufpccl  re/'ifancc  in  America ; 

E  but 


even  the  perfons'  who  were  afterwards- 
the  moft  forward  in  magnifying  this 
relifcance,  and  applying  the  arguments 
drawn  from  it  to  tlieir  own  purpofes, 
had  then  no  expedtation  of  it.  It  is  not 
poffible  to  fjppofe  that  Mr.  T^recothickt 
Mr.  Bacon,  Dr.  Franklyn,  who  folicited, 
colonel  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Meferve,  who 
accepted  this  office,  would  either  have 
folicited  or  accepted  it,  if  they  had 
thought  they  fiiould  have  been  expofed 
to  that  violence,  which  the  negledt  of 
fome,  and  the  evil  intentions  of  others, 
afterwards  produced.  Another  and  hill 
ftronger  proof  arifes  from  the  tehimonies 
of  thofe  who  were  the  belb  informed  of 
the  progrefs,  and  mod;  interefted  in  the 
fuccefs,  of  this  adt  in  America.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  alnioft  every  ofiicer  there, 
that  it  would  be  obeyed  •,  an  opinion 
given  at  a  period  of  time  fubfequent  to 
this,  and  even  after  ^  an  avowed  refill- 
ance  to  it  had  been  raided,  negledled  and 
encouras'ed.  It  would  be  endlcfs,  to 
quote  ail  thefe  opinions,  fome  of  them- 

may  be  neceilary,  a  few  will  be  fufficient. 

In' 
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In  a  letter  from  New-Tork  '  it  is  faid^ 
The^  people  now  begin  to  cool  a  little ^  and 
Jo  me  of  the  mojl  confiderahle  of  them  to 
think  how  they  fall  do  their  biifnefs  after 
the  firf  cf  Nove?nbery  and  cannot  conceive 
of  any  ijiethod  of  doing  it  without  ?naking 
ife  of  /lamped  paper  3  never  was  an  act- 
better  made  to  execute  itj'elf  than  this  is. 


Another  writer  from  New  Enfand^' 

o 


(after  a  very  exadl  defcriptioii  of  the 
pains  taken  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
the  law")  fays,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
wdoen  a  clear  reprefentation  of  the  ?nifc- 
ries^  which  await  the  province y  if  the 
fia?7ip  abl  is  not  executed  at  its  dayy  fall 


he  made  to  thejUy  they  cannot  but  be 
alarmed  y  and  ?nuf  jdcrifee  their  preju¬ 
dices  and  their  popularity  toOy  if  necefary y 
to  fave  their  country  from  immediate  ruin. 


In  the  colony  in  which  the  infiilts  on 

¥ 

government  had  been  moll:  violent,  a 

E  2  .  perfoji 

■  ^  See  letter  to  the  commliTioaers  of  ftamps,  dalctl 
September  30,  1765. 

^  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  September 

7»  17^5- 
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person  well  aenuainted  with  tnefe  out- 
rages  iolhcits  the  appointment  of  dif- 
tributor  of  ftanips  for  the  province,  of 
which  the  mob  had  forced  a  refignation 
from  another  hand ;  ^  (thefe  are 

his  words)  I  may  likewise  enjoy  the  izd- 
'vantage  of  that  qfice  ojohen  it  is  quietly 
fiibmitted  tOy  as  no  doubt  it  n^ill  he  in  a 
few  months, 

A  letter  from  Virginia  has  this  paf- 
fage  I  am  not  altogether  without  hopes 
that  the  dijlrefs  they  will feely  on  a' total 
f  agnation  of  bufinefsy  will  open  their  eyes] 
and  pave  the  way  for  the  adt  executing 
itjelfy  for  1  am  credibly  hformedy  that 
fome  of  the  mof  bify  7neny  in  oppofing  the 
reception  of  the  jlarnpSy  are  already 
^alarfned  at  the  conjequences  of  the  inipru-^ 
dent  feps  they  have  taken. 


•.  i-See  letter  to  the.commiflioners  of  ftanips,  dated 
New-York,  Odlober  26,  1765. 

■  See  a  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Ncvcir^- 
her  8,  1765. 


■  \.  -.'-^  --Aiy 
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Even  fo  late  as  December,  1765,  ano-, 
ther  "  letter  from  New-Tork  has  thcfe 
words  ;  Since  that  time  nothing  has  been 
done,  and  we  have  waited  to  jee  the 'law 
execute  itfelf,  which  1  am  perjuaaed  it 
mujl  do  portly  for  the  JufpejiJion  of  it- 
has  oc  caponed  fo  many  inconveniences  here, 
in  every  branch  of  bupnefs,  that  they  do 
already  begin  to  be  fever  cly  felt. 


Tdhefe  circumpances,  fays  the  fame  per- 
fon  induce  me  to  think  that  the  face  of 
ap'airs  will  change  very  joon,  and  I  hope 
in  my  next  letter  to  give  a  more  favoura- 
4>le  account  of  our  proceedings. 


And,  to  clofe  this  point  with  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  ftronsreft  kind,  the  council 

O 

and  boufe  of  reprefentatives  of  Mafuchii’- 
feds  hay  fpeak  thus  of  the  aft  of  the 
former  fefhons,  granting  certain  duties 
;  '  in 


- '  ^  Sec  a  letter  from  New- York  to  the  lords  of  the 
treafury,  dated  December,  1765. 

,  0  See  letter  to  Mr  .  Conway,  dated  December.  2 if 
1765. 

^  See  addrefs,  dated  November  3,  1764, 
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in  the  Bntilli  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America :  T’o  nDbich  uci  'wc  humbly 
apprehend  we  may  propofe  our  objedlions, 
at  the  fame  time  we'  acknowledge  our  duty 
to  yield  ouedience  to  it  while  it  continues 
unrepealed. 

-  This  was  the  flate  of  affairs  when 
that  minif  ry  was  removed  j  the  inten¬ 
tion , of  removing  them  was  declared  in 
the  middle  of  May,  176  ^.  The  next 
adminf  ration  came  into  office  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  July,  Mr.  C - ^j’s  letter, 

which  gives  notice  of  his  appointment 
to  the  fouthern  department,  is  dated 
the  1 2th  of  that  month. 

■  A 

^  >  ■ 

'  They  had  reafon  to  know,  from  the 
Intelligence  of,  and  feveral  letters  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  fee  ret  ary  of  fate's  ofice, 
that-  the  objedtions  to  the  famp  aSl  were 
of  three  kinds ;  the  firf  arofe  from  the 
©pinion that  the  powers  given  by  that 
a6t,'t6  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  con- • 

c  ftituted 

s  See  petition  of  council  and  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  of  Maffachufet’s  bay 
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•r  ■"  I,"  '  * 

ftituted  over  all  America,  would  be 
grievous  to  the  fubjedl  from  the  great 
diflance  of  that  court,  and  would  dif^ 
tinguilli  the  fubjedts  in  the  colonies  from 
thofe  inGreat-Britain  by  depriving  them 
of  a  trial  by  jury;  the  fecond  from  the 
fear,that  it  would  exhaud;  the  provinces 
of  their  fpecie;  and  the  third  from  their 
claim  to  the  privilege  of  judging  of 
their  own  ability,  and  of  -having  the 
foie  right  of  impofing  taxes  on  them- 
felves.  To  obviate  the  two  firft  of  thefe 
objedlions,  nothing  was  required  of 
them  but  to  execute  the  provifoes  of  the 
adt,  and  thofe  other  meafures  which 
the  former  minijlry  had  already  begun. 
With  regard  to  the  firft,  'they  had  only 
to-remind  them  that  a  jurifdidlion  had 
been  affigned  to  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  admiralty,  upon  the  laws  of  revenue- 
and  of  trade,  without  juries,  for  near  a 
century  ,paft T^he  reafon  for  puttings 
thefe  caufes  in  a  courfe  of  trial  ^'ithout 

any 

’  See  letter  to  fecretary  of  ftatc,  dated  November 

1764- 
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any  jury,  undoubtedly  arofe  from  -an  ap^ 
prehenfion  that  juries,  in  theje  cafes,  were 
not  to  be  trufted:  the  force  of  this  reafon 
may  be  abated,  but  I  cannot  think  that  it 
is  wholly  defrayed :  no  candid  man  will, 
I  believe,  take  upon  him  to  declare,  that 
at  this  time  an  American  jury  is  impar¬ 
tial  and  indifferent  enough  to  determine 
upon  frauds  in  trade.  Thefe  are  the 
words  of  a  very  well  informed  and  can¬ 
did  judge.  They  might  have  informed 
them,  that  it  is  fo  far  from  being  true, 
that  the  fubjefts  in  North- Ana  erica,  by 
being  deprived  in  thefe  cafes  of  trials  by 
jury,  -are  in  that  rebped:  diftinguiihed 
from  their  fellow  fubjedts  in  Great-Bi.— 
tain  j  that  in  this  very  inftance  of  the 
flamp  duties,  the  penalties  are,  by  the 
laws  now  in  force  for  colledting  them 
in  Great-Britain,  recoverable  alfo  with¬ 
out  trial  by  jury,  as  well  as  on  all  the 
laws  of  excife,  and  many  otners  refpedl- 
ing  the  public  revenue  in  Great-Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  feat  and  the  fup- 

port  of  the  court,  the  former  lords  -of 
^  ,  *.  the 
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the  treafjry  had  made  a  reprefentation  to 
his  Majefiy  in  council  (founded  on  a 
claiife  inferted  in  the  ILimp  a£l  for  this 
very  purpofe)  fLating'‘the  expediency 
of  giving  the  judges  in  America  fufii- 
cient  and  honourable  fiiarles  in  lieu  of 
all  Doundage  and  fees,  and  of  eftablidi- 
ing  three  different  courts  of  vice-adini- 
ralt}",  with  proper  didridts  annexed  to 
each.  '  Had  the  fiicceediiig  oninijlers 
condefeended  to  execute,  on  this  plan 
the  laws  of  their  country,  a  plan  which 
had  been  fully  opened  and  approved  in 
'parliament  at  the  time  when  the  ftamp 
adl  vras  prepofed,  all  the  diflatisfadlion 
and  clamour  which  arofe  from  mifre- 
prefentation  on  thefe  points  had  been 
remedied. 

It  would  have  calmed  the  fears  which 
Were  expreiTed,  that  the  colonies  would 
be  drained  of  their  fpecie,  if  the  minify 
t-ty  had  iiiued  to  the  fcveral  cnicers  tlie 


in 


dircc^ 


s  Sec'memorial  from  the  commilnoners  of  the  trea- 


the  privy  councig  dated  July  4,  176  ^ 
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diredlions  which  the  late  commi^lio^e^^; 
of  the  treafury  had  given  on  this  fubjeft, 
viz.  ‘  T’hat,  7n  order  to  obviate  the  incon¬ 
venience  oj  bringing  into'  this  kingdom  the 
money  to  be  raijed  by  the  Jiamp  duties^  all 
the  prodace  of  the  American  duties^  ari- 
Jing  or  to  arife  by  vertue  of  any  Britif  a5l 
oJ  parliament y  fould from  time  to  time  be 
paid  to  the  deputy  pay-mafier  in  America^ 
to  defray  the  fiibfifience  of  the  troops y  and 
any  military  expences  incurred  in  the  colo¬ 
nies  . 

The  laft  objedion  which  arofe  from 
the  claim  of  the  colonies  to  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  taxes  impofed  by  parliament, 
was  to  be  treated  in  a  different  manner ; 
as  the  two  former  were  to  be  obviated 
,by  explanations,  this,  now  the  ad  im- 
pofing  a  tax  was  pafled,  was  to  be  re- 
prelfed  by  authority.  They  faw  that  a 
part  of  the  Americans  was  impatient  of 
thofe  reilridions,  which  it  is  the  intereft 
of  the  whole  empire  to  impofe  with  re- 

gard 


^  See  treafury  minute 5  cated  9,  1 765. 
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'^ard  to  their  commerce  ;  the  late  regu- 
lations  of  their  trade  had  been  peti-* 
tioned  againfl  as  grievous  and  oppreffive, 
becaufe  they  contradifted  their  illicit 
views ;  and  from  the  general  temper  of 
that  country  it  appeared,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  hold  the  rein  with  a  tem¬ 
perate  but  firm  hand.  But  beiides  this, 
the  fulleft  accounts  were  foon  rcccived 
of  the  turbulent  and  feditious  behaviour 
of  a  part  of  Amo'^icci-  So  early  as  the 
27th  of  July,  1765,  a  copy  of  tne  refo- 
lutions  of  the  colony  of  \  irginia  was 
tranfmitted  to  the  miniftry,  in  which 
the  right  of  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  to  tax  that  colony  is  abfolutely 
denied  ;  thefe  refolutions  are  printed  in 
the  appendix The  Governor  had 
thought  it  necclfary  to  cliilolve  an  affem- 
bly  capable  of  fuch  an  infult  on  the 
legiflature  of  Great-Britam :  at  the 
time  this  pacquet  arrived  no  board  ot 
trade  exlftcd,  and  the  papers  were  there¬ 
fore  carried  iiumediately  toniie  iecretary 

F  2 
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ot  ftate.  As  foon  as  a  new  board  of 
ti ade  was  iormed  they  reprefenl-  d  to 
the  King  in  council  that,  rejh^ 

lutions,  as  tbsy  contain  an  abjolute  dya- 
vowal  ly- tbs  right  of  the  parliament  of 
Gi  CLit-hir  icain  to  irnpoje  taxes  upon  her 
Lclonies,  and  a  aanng  attack  upon  the 


oj  tcis  country,  appear  to  us 
to  teeyuire  an  mitneauite  and jenous  atten¬ 
tion  •,  and  ^oatc-ver  further  meajdres 
your  Majefy  may,  ncltlo  the  advice  oj  your 
council,  judge  proper  to  be  taken  efher  for 
exprefing  your  royal  dif approbation  of 
theje  proceedings,  or  for  preventing  the 
fatal  corfequences  ovlnch  they  naiuraUy 
tend  to  produce,  ove  think  it  our  duty  to 
fubmit  to  yourMajefiy's  confideration,  vehc- 
ther,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be 
expedient  to  dijpatch  iiiviiediate  infrudllons 
to  your  Majeftys jervants  in  your  Maje fry's 
colony  of  V^irginia,  'll) ho  may  be  concerned 
in  enfor cing  t he  execution  of  the  law  for 
levying  the  duty  upon  jlarnps,  that  they 
ao  each  in  their  Jeveral  department,  in 

Jup^ 

See.tlieRrprercntation  of  the  board  of  trade, 
^.ated  xA.ugufl:27,  J765, 


r  4"‘]  . 

Jiipporf'-of  the  authority  of  parlumient , 
vigoroufly -exert  them! elves,  and,  <mth 
becoming  '  refolutibn  upon  e-ve-ry  occafion, 
exadt  a  due  obedience  to  all  the  laves  of  the 


land. 


But  even  this  v/as  not  the  only  incite 
naent  to  vigour  which  Avas  giv'en  to  ad- 
miniftratiurf  j  a  rr.uch  ftronger  Avas  to 
be  draAvn  from  the  intelligence  they 
received  of  the  ftate  of  that  province ; 
they  faw'  from  it  that  thefe  refolutions- 
AAmich  affert  an  intiependence  upon 
Lngia.nd,  aa'cic  meant  to  be  not  merely 
verbal  affertions,  but  principles  of  ac¬ 
tion  ;  they  Avere  accompanied  by  a  moil; 
alti^iTiing  dcfcription  which  Avas  given 
of  the  fitiiation  of  the  colony,  by  one 
of  the  .perfons  befl  acquainted  with  it 
‘^he  rnojljdemn  treaties  (he  Avrites)  with 
cur  Indian  neighbours  have  been  mof  pub- 
larj  violute^i.  ‘'rhe  violators  oj  the  treci- 
ly  lie  peace  have,  been  as  publicly 

refeued 


better  to  the  f- 


— y  of  f — 

received  Augull  8,  1765. 


refcued  out  of  tkc  hands  of  juftice.  Go¬ 
vernment  is  fet  at  open  defance,  not  hav- 
mg  Jlrength  in  her  hands  to  enforce  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws  of  the  community.  But 
even  this  defcription,  alaiTning  as  it 
was,  joined  to  the  certain  evil  confe- 
quence  and  great  danger  of  delay,  could 
not  awaken  the  adminiftration  to  the 
difcharge  of  their  duty.  The  letter 
which  was  written  on  this  occalion 
inftead  of  endeavouring  to  reprels  by  au¬ 
thority  this  open  defection  in  a  provin¬ 
cial  alfembly)  initead  of  encouraging  the 
officers  to  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
inftead  of  reprefenting  the  punilhments 
due  to  difobedience,  takes  that  languid 
tone  which  muft  appear  the  effedl  ot 
inability  to  maintain  the  empire  ot 
Great-Britain,  or  of  a  formed  refoiution 
to  facrifice  it. 

The  f - y,  in  diredt  'contradidlion 

to  the  papers  immediately  before  him, 

^  calls  the  refolutions  the  offspring  of  the 

violence 


1  See  Append j-'T,  No.  i* 
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violence  of  fame  individuals,  and  treats 
the  colonifts  as  difpofed  to  pay  a  wife 
and  virtuous  obedience  ;  in  th  a  ve  ry 
imoortant  and  critical  hour,  -  when  the 
eyes  of  all  America  mull;  be  turned  on 
the  reception  which  fuch  refoliitions  as 
-.thofe  of  Virginia  fhould  meet  with  in 
England,  and  on  the  condudl  which  a 
ne^ia  minijlry  would  hold  towards  the 
colonies,  to  take  from  thence  inllruc- 
tions  for  their  future  behaviour  ;  when 
they  were  to  be  retrained  within  the 
bounds  of  a  dutiful  fubmiffion,  or  ex¬ 
cited  to  refolutions  of  equal  violence  by 
the  fate  of  thefe,  he  takes  no  ftep  to 
check  their  licence,  or  encourage  their 
obedience. 

V 

Intelligence  had  been  received,  that 
new  and  unconftitutional  principles  were 
avowed  by  the  colony  of  Virginia ;  the 
principles  of  independence  on  England^ 
and  excmpfio?i  from  faxes  hnpofed  by  the 
Britif  parliament ;  that  many  outrages 
had  been  committed  in  that  colony; 
and  upon  the  whole,  that  goverrwient 


^icas- 
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•mas  Jet  at  open  defiance.  Upon  this  in-- 
telligence  it  was  his  duty  to  have  given 
immediate  fupport  to  government,  to 
have  afferted  the  rights  of  England,  and 
to  have  maintained  them  bv  holding- 

CD* 

-out  rewards  to  the  obedient,  punifh- 
ment  to  the  feditious ;  by  giving  acti¬ 
vity  to  the  civil,  and,  if  neceffary,  to 
the  military  power ;  efpecially  and  di¬ 
rectly  to  have  fent  the  moft  politive  in- 
ftructions  to  the  officers  to  exact  a  due 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

It  v/ould  fcarcely  be  credited,  were  not 
the  facts  before  the  public,  that,  after 
waiting  from  the  27th  of  July  to  the 
14th  ot  September,  before  he  returned 
any  reply,  the  reply  gives  the  officer 
to  whom  it  was  written  neither  inllruc- 
tion  nor  encouragement ;  that  it  does 
not  even  contain  a  direction  to  affert  the 
authority  of  government,  v/hich  had 
been  defied,  or  to  exact  a  fubmifilon  to 
the  laws  and  legillature,  which  had  been 
renounced ,  a  refpedl  to  parliament ,  a 
conjidential  reliance  of  the  colonies"on'~the 

Tii9fber- 
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mother  country,  thefe  arc  the  ftrongeft 
icxpreffions  in  which  the  f  ■■■■■— y  of 
.Great-Britain  claims  the  obedience  of 
iher  fubjedts  :  and,  left  even  thefe  fliould 
,fcem  to  countenance  any  exeition  of 
authority,  he  takes  care  to  difclaim 
.giving  any  dircdlion  in  them;  he  will 
>not  pretend,  to  give  a?iy  advice  or  ivjlruc- 
tions  on  thefe  fuhjeSis  j  but  refers  the 
governori-to  an  inftrudlicn  to  be  here¬ 
after  received  from  the  privy  council. 
The  queftion  was,  whether  the  coloni.es 
.are  independent  of  the  adbs  of  the  legi- 
■  flature  of  Great-Britain  ?  A  queftion 
which,  .after  fo  many  adbs  of  parba- 
ment- immediately  refpedbing  and  bind¬ 
ing  the  , colonies,  no  iubject  of  Great- 
Britain  could  lawfully  bring  into  debate, 
excep.t  in  one  of  the  houRs  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  concerning  whidi  they 
Ihould  Icaft  of  all  have  appeared  to 
doubt,  to  v/hom  the  execution  of  the 
laws  had  been  entrufled  by  the  King^ 
,and  who  were  refponfible  to  the  parlia- 
nmit  and  the  kingdom  for  the  fupport^  of 
their  authority .  The  making  this 

G  queftion. 


queftion,  and  referring  to  a  privy  couri’r 
cil  for  a  futul^e  decifion  of  that  on  which 


the  legidature  liad  decided'  already  fo 
frequently  and  fo  exprefsly,^  tended 
there  fore  only  to  inform  the  officer  that 
he  could  not  depend  either  on  diredlioh 
or  fupport  from  England  ;  and  that  it 
was  ftill  a  doubt  if  the  government  of 
this  kingdom  would  alfert  her  rights'. 
'Another  proof  that  procrallination  alone 
was  intended,  arifes  from  hence  ;  the 
Virginia  refolutions  were  received'  yuly 


27,  1765;  this  important'matterv which 
the  board  of  trade  had  reptefented  as 
requiring  i}7imedtate  and ferious  attention, 
and  the  dif patch  oj  hn?nediate  ihJiruSiiojis ; 
and  which  mult  have  appeared  to  the 
minillry  to  require  them,  as  fo'on  as 
they"  were  acquainted  with  it ;  inftead 
of  being  immediately'  attended  to,  'was 
referred  to  the  privy  comicil-,  but  it  was 
not  even  referred  to' them  till  Scptetnb'er 
'6,  1765,  and  no.  report  was  made  up- 
oh'it  till  O'Boher  y.  Th'e,  report  when 
made  is.  That  this  matter  was  not  with¬ 
in  the  decilion  of  the  privy  council  to 

whom 
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whom-  Itj  had  been  ^  referred  ;  a  report 
made  by  the  very  minillers  who  referred 
it  to  that  board ;  and  in  which,  from 

his  office,  ^  ,the  f - y  has  the  lead. 

The  words  of  it  are  thefe ‘This  is  a 
matter  of.  the  utmojl  importance  to  the 
kingdom  and  legijiature  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and  of  too  high  a  nature  for  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  your  Majejiy  in  your  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  and  is  proper  only  for  the  corf  dera¬ 
tion  of  parliament.  It  was  for  the  fake 

,of  this  decilion  that  the  f - y  deferred 

fo  long  a  matter  of  fo  much  conle- 
quence;  a  decifion  which  he  muft  have 
known  at  the  time  he  wrote  his  letter 
to  the  governor  of  Virginia  •,  a  fidler 
proof  cannot  be  imagined  that  a  timid 
and  fatal  delay  was  all  that  was  intend¬ 
ed;  and  that  at  the  very  time  when  he 
affured  the  officer  that  lie  Vv'ould  receive 
the  fulleft  inflrudlions  from  tlie  wifdoni 
of  ,  privy  council,  he  knew  that 
board  would  have  too  much  wifdoni  to 
iflue  any  upon  a  matter  of  too  high  a 
.  “  G  2  nature 

-  .  .  T  .  J.  ^  *  4  •  V  -  ♦  - 


^  See  report  of  committee  of  prlvv  council,  uiitc  J 
October  3,  1765, 
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nature  for  their  determination.  I  faid  ■: 
heinuft  have  known  that  deciiion  when 
he  wrote  the  letter ;  and  L  laid  this,  not 
only  becaule  lie  probibly  knew  what  j 
that  report  would  be  which  he  was  to 
diredt ;  hut  chielly  becaafe  it  would  be 

indeed  extraordinary  if  the  f - y  oi'^ 

f —  e  could  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  - 
powers  of  his  own  ofiice,  and  of  the 
privy  council.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  be 
of  that  council  to  know  that  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  is  by  the  conllitution 
refled  in  the  King,  and  delegated  'by « 
him  to  the  oiheers  in  each  department; 
that  the  privy  council  cannot  deliberate 
upon  the  laws,  though  they  can  affift  *■ 
the  execution  of  them  ;  and  therefore  ‘ 
that  it  was  impofTible  for  the  privy  ^ 
council  to  make  any  other  report  than! 
that  'which  they  did  make.  But  it  v/as  ■ 

in  the  power  ol’  the  f - y  of  f — e  to 

enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  it 
was  his  duty ;  he  was  called  upon  to-^ 
perform  this  duty  by  the  impoi  tance-of- 
the  objsdt,  and  the  -  exprels  reprefenta- 
tipns  of  the  board  of  trade  ;  , -and  th?; 

referring 
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referriag  it'.therefore  to  the  privy  coun-  . 
cil' could' only,  be  meant  to  ■weaken  by 
delay  a  right,  which  he  would-  notfup-  . 
port, /-and‘durf!:  not  furrender. 

*4^  ^  4.  -  ^  W 

alt  is  lenity  to  the  f — — y  to  attribute 
his  reference  and  letter  to  this  motive 
to  p-rant  that  he  wrote  it  in  direct  contra-', 

O 

didtion  to  his  own  knowledge  j  and  that 
he  intended  the  governor,  to  whom  it  IS 
writ,  Ihould  expedl  as  little  inftrudtion 
fromiithe  decifion  of  the  privy  council, 
as  he  himfelf  knew  it  would  contain. 

■|  I r  :0:;. 

-  It  w'as  indeed  impoffible  for  him  to. 
intend  or  wiih  that- the  governor  lliould 
underdand  the  words  of  the  letter  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  plain  and  obvious  i'enfe, 
becaufe  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
wiffi  that  the  governor  Ihould  tliink  him  ' 
capable  of  avowing  principles -fo  full  of- 
trcafon  and  of  danger  :  for  if  this  letter 
indeed  imeant  what  it  exprelTes,  if  it 
was  deli gned  to  turn  the  eyes  of  the 
officers>of  the  crown  from  the  knoWnr  ’ 
and  permanent  authority  of  parliament,' 

'it .  t 


to 
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to  an  inferior  board.j  to  teach  them  to 
look  for  diredtions,for  their  conduit  not 
to  the  laws  of  their  country,  but  to  the 
inltrudlions  of  a  privy  council ;  he  muft 
be  told  that  this  principle,-  which  attri¬ 
butes  to  the  king  in  council, the  power 
of  dijpenfmg  with  the  laws  of  the  landf 
is  the  highejl  trcafon  againit  the  ftate  j 
that  it  coft  king  James  the  fecond  his 
crown,  and  might  coil  him  his  head. 

i  ■  '  ■  ■■ 

,T^  ,The  next  advices  from  America  were 

fuch  as  might  have  ,been  expcded  to 

arife  from  the  negligence  of  the  admi- 

nillration  in  Great -Britain.  A  letter 

addrefied  immediately  to  the  fecrctary 

of  ftate  informed  him,  that  the  capital 

of  the  province  from  whence  "'it  was 

written  had  fliaken  off  all  fubjecftion  to 

the  laws  both  of  trade  and  police,  “  Ilwo 

or  three  months  ago,  fays  the  writer  of 

it,  I  thought  that  this  people  ^joould  have 
% 

fubmitted  to  the  famp  a£l  wifoout  adiual 

,,  ,  1  oppojition, 

-  Jj  ^  ■;  -  ■  A 

^  *  See  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  fiate,  dated  Augufl 
15,  16,  received  October  14,  i7^5‘ 
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cppojitionf  Murmurs  indeed  were  'conti¬ 
nually  heard,  -  but  they<-fee?ned  to  be  fuch  as 
in  time  would  die  away  ;‘but  the'pub- 

LISHING  THE*  VIRGINIA  RESOLU¬ 
TIONS  PROVED  AN  ALARUM  BELL  TO 
THE  DISAFFECTED.  From  that  time 
an  infamous  weekly  paper,  which  is  printed 
here,  has  fwartned  with  libels  of  the  mod 
atrocious  kind:  thefe  have  been  urged 
with  fo  much  vehemence,  and  fo-  induf- 
■  trioufy  repeated,  that  I  have  confdered 
}bem  as  preludes  to  adiion ;  but  I  did  not 
think  that  it  would  have  commenced  fo 
early,  or  been  carried  to  fuch  lengths  as 
it  has  been.  Then  follows  an  account 
of  the  particulars  of  the  riot,  and  of  the 
infults  which  were  offered  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  revenue,  merely  becaule 
they  were  officers  :  but  thefe  particu¬ 
lars,  as  they  are  not  immediately  ef- 
fential  to  the  prefent  fubjedt,  and  are 
in  the  “  higheffi  degree  '  difgraceful  to 
Great-Britain,  are  here  omitted;  but 
may  v.be  found  in  the  letters  to  the 
/  y  of  f — c,  dated  .  Auguft  i^,  16, 

1765,  received  the  14th  of  October; 

it 


i 


5  ; 
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it  is  however  neceffary  ^that  the  reader 
•fhould  fee  the  general  fituation  of  the 
‘-province,  as  defcribed  in  the,  fame  let- 
-ter.  Every  one  agrees  that  this  riot  has 
exceeded  all  others  known  here,  ^both  m 

i  i 

ythe  vehemence  of  aSiion  and  mtfckievQufnefs 
^ef  dntention-y  ^and  never  had  any  rnob  fb 
^mdny  abettors  of  confequence^as  this  is fup^ 
^p'ofed  todoav'e  had.  ft  is  faid  there  were 
•  50  ^gentlemen  t.a£iors  .^  in  •  this  fcene,  dif 
^guijed  fwith  trovfers  and  jackets  on^  bey 
fides.  a  much  larger  number  behind  tBe 
'.curtain.-. — fhe  common  .talk  tSy  4hat  tlotc 
■jiamp  a5i  Jloall  not  be  executed. ^ere 
'that  the  man  aoho. offers  a  ftampt  paper  to 
fell  !will  iminediately .  be  killed  y—rthat  all 
■the  power  of  Great-Britain  '  ffall  not 
oblige  them  ’to  fiibmit  to  the  flamp  abl-, 
— that -they  will  die  -Mpon  the  place. — In 


TRUTH  IT  WILL  BE  IMPOSSIBLE  TO 

'ATTEMPT  TO  CARRY  THE  ACT  INTO 

EXECUTION  UNTIL  FRESH  ORDERS 

AND*  POWERS  ARE  COME  FROM  EnG- 

* 

LAND.  The  fame  perfon,  in  a.  fubfe- 
Quent  letter  adds,  1  mention  all  thefe 

parti- 

« 

^  See  letter  to  fecretary  of  Rate,  dated 
22^  received  October  13^17^5* 
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,  that  your  lordJ}.'ip  jnay  judgi 
yourfelf  from  real  circumjiances  ;  but  it  is 
my  opinion i  that  the  worjl  that  can  hap¬ 
pen  Jhould  be  expeSled,  and  provided 
againft. — -I  prefume  that  after  this,  the 
authority  of  an  American  government  voili 
never  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  people. 


This  violence  cf  proceeding,  and  the 
refolutions  of  the  reprefentativcs  of  the 
'province  of  Maffachujef s  bay,  which 
were  fimilar  to  thole  of  Virginia,  were 
referred  to  privy  council,  by  the  Board 
0/ Trade,  on  the  id;  and  iith  of  Ofto- 
ber,  1765*  That  board,  at  the  fame 
time,  reprefented  them  to  be  of  dcmgt-- 
rous  tendency^  fpecially  connected  wiih 
the  fpirtt  which  had  appeared  throughout 
the  whole  condtiB  of  this  afemhly ; — and 


tSy  tn  truth y  a  daring  attack  upon  the 
confiitution  of  this  country  y — and  in  what^ 
ever  light  thfe  dijiurbances  are  viewedy 
whether  in  rcfpcdl  of  the  avowed  cbjecl^ 
^sehich  the  perpetrators  and  abettors  of 
them  die  dare  to  be  a  general  refoliition  to 


ana  prevent  the  execution  of  an  ad 

...  y  V' 
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of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  ;  of 
in  refpeB  of  the  fate  of  government  and 
magiflracy  there,  ’which  - —  ■ —  repre¬ 
fen  ts  to  he  utterly  incapable  of  r effing  or 
fupprejfng  thefe  tu?nults  and  difarders  •, 
they  ’were  of  fuch  high  importance,  that 
ho  time  ’was  to  be  lof  in  dire  Sling  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  mof  prudent  and 
ef'eSlual. 

Thefe  reprefen tations  contain  fo  juft 
a  ftate  of  this  important  matter  at  that 
time,  and  of  the  impreflion  which  the 
intellieence  from  America  muft  make 

O 

on  all  thofe  whom  the  mofl;  obftinate 
prejudice  had  not  hardened,  that  they 
are  printed  in  the  Appendix 

By  this  time  the  flame  had  begun  to. 
fpread,  and  to  threaten  all  thofe  wlio- 
were  concerned  in  the  colledtion  of  any. 
part  of  the  revenue:  one  of  the  officers 
in  America  gave  information  not  only 

that. 

See  Appendix,  No.  8,  No.  9. 

^  See  letter  to  board  of  trade,  dated  Aiiguil: 
received  about' the  8th  of  Oclobcr, 
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that  THE  PRINCIPAL  PEOPLE  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  Boston  piibiicly  avowed  and 
jujlified  the  aSl  of  demoUftoing  Mr.  Oliver  s 
(the  diftributor  of  damps)  houfey  but 
that  all  kinds  of  ill  humours  were  fet  on 
float  j  ..every  thing  that  for  years  pafi  had 
been  the  caufe  of  any  popular  difcontent 
was  revived. — -It  feems  the  mob  had  fet 
down  no  lefs  than  15  hotfes,  in  or  near 
the  town,  to  he  attacked  the  next  night  j 

AMONG  WHICH  V/AS  THE  CUSTOM¬ 
HOUSE,  AND  THE  HOUSES  OF  SOME 
OF^THE  MOST  RESPECTABLE  PERSONS 
IN  THE  GOVERNMENT- 


A  perfon  immediately  concerned  ia 
the  colledlion  of  the  cufcoms  v/rites 
thus  'j  1  confdcr  their  fury  againfl  me  to 
proceed  prom  my  capacity  as  an  offcer  oj 
the  cufoms,  and  the  check  1  am  oJ'  courie 
to  their  fmuggUng  views ;  and  from  nr; 
having  lately  received  an  unpopular  com- 
mifion  relating  to  their  riotous  behaviour 

II 


4^ 


:c- 


e  See  letter  to  fecretArv  of-ilatc, 
received  Odtober  ai,  1765. 


:d  Auy^uir 
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towards  a  fhip  which  had  beerh  feizedvr^ 
T’/y^s  our  jituation  expojes  us  to  the  lawlejs 
furyy  72  jt  of  a  trijling  rnoby  hut'of'  awbole  - 
count ly  injlaf?ied.,to  an  intolerable sdegree*y'x 
Jubjebi  to  710  rule  or  order y  but  aba^^doned-  ^ 
afid  hcentiGus  in  principle  \—and  without 
protedlion  or  fupport yv  eitler  ^  to  -.enable  us 
to  do  our  ^  dutjy  or  prejerve  our  peace  in  > 
fociety.  ^  The  fame  officer  acquaints  the 
conamiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  th'at,  The  ^ 
moby  had  the  audacity  to  Jend  ineff ages y  .1 
importing  thaty  if  we  would  agree  to  re^  ^ 
Ceive  our  fees  (for  cuftoms)  agreeable,  to  \ 
their  will  and  pleafurCy  and  woidd  afh  t 
deliver  the  fhips  now  under  froje  cut  ion  y  ^ 
I  might  come  on  Jhore  in  ff etyy.^  and  rely 
on  their protediion. — -Ibhe  cufom-hpufcy  in  ^ 
conjequence  of  thisy  continued  fome  days 
Jhpt  up. — I  complained  to  the  governoiv^ 
ar^d  a  principal  magijirate  of  the  pemfon  . 
wpo  fen t  the  above  termsy  with  a  yview^^ 
of  having  him  punifhed ;  and  the  magifq 
trate  s  warrant  was  returned  by  the  fpe^ 


^  See  letter  to  com mi/Ti oners  of  cufloms^  datc^ 
September  5,  received  Ofiober  2.1 ,  1765. 
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hnpv^hle  -to  be  executed  under  peril 
of  ^ his  lijet'  Jo  that  I  confder  this  as  an  - 
end  of  the  profecution  for  want  of  govern¬ 
ment,  jbere  being-  here  an  abjolute  Juf- 
peitfion,  ^ 


1 


- 

V 


* 


Thefe  tumults  were  not  more  dansre-  '■ 

O 

rdus  to  the  government  in  themfelves, 

than  to  the  dependence  of  the  colonies  _ 

upon'  Great-Britain  in  their  confe-  - 

quences,  and  from  the  principles  which  " 

gave  rife  to  them.  Care  was  taken  to 

inform  the  adminiftration  of  thefe,  by 

tranfmitling  to- them  thofe  anonymous 

papers,  'in  which  they  are  more  openly- 

avowed  than  it  was  poffible  for  them  to  ' 

be  in'- the  fefolutions  of  any  alfembly ;  • 

though'  the  fame  turbulent  and  interefl-  ' 

ed-^ lawyers,  who  governed  the  councils 

of  thofe  meetings,-  \vere  well  known  to- 

be  the  authors ‘'of  thefe  inflammatory  ’ 

papersi'-  ^  J-' " ' 

% 

"hf'A  V  ,  .  ,  S  h  V  V  o*'  <■  •  j  vj-  < 

‘  \ 


•ir 

'^'In  one  of  them,  the  Providence  ga¬ 
zette  extraordinary,  Augufl:  14,  1765, 
"vve  meet  with  thefe,  among  many  fuiii- 

lar 


■j  • 


L...  V 


>  Jtr.' 
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lai-  fentiments  and  expreflions ;  Thu,' 
my  country)?ien,  already  feel  Jome  oj  the 
efedts  oj  this  horrid  policy,  men  oj  'war, 
cutters,  marines  ^vii to  their  bayonets fc^ed, 
judges  of  admiralty,  coUeciors,  comptrol¬ 
lers,  fear  doers,  tide-waiters,  land-waiters, 
with  a  whole  catalogue  of  pimps,  "/tZ/A; 
ever,  not  to  protedl  our  trade,  but  to  de--, 
flroy  it.  It  is  advifed  to  form  in  a  ge» 
neral  affembly,  votes  or  relbivcs  to  the 
following  effed  j  That  his  Mcjefty  and 
his fubjhtiites,  together  with  the  general 
(ifembly  oj  this  colony,  have,  in  their  re^ 
prejentative  capacity,  the  only  iex>ck five 
right  to  lay  taxes  and  impojls  upon  the  hir 
habitants  of  this  colony  ;  and  that  every 
attempt  to  vef  juch  power  in  any  .perjon 
cr  perfons  whatjoever,  other  than  the  ge¬ 
neral  ,  afembly  aforej'aid,  is  unconfitu- 
tional. — That  his  Majefy’s  liege  people  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colom,  arg  not  hound 
to  yield  obedience  to  any  law  or  ordinance 
defgned  to  impofe  any  internal  taxation 
whatjoever  upm  them,  other  than  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  general  af  embly 
nforefaid.  And  to  put  it  out  of  doubt 

on 


% 
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on  whofe  principles  and  examples  thefe 
fentiments  were  formed,  the  fame  pa¬ 
per  proceeds,  IFe  think  that  an  addrefs 
ef  thanks  ought  to  be  voted  by  the  general 
ajjemblyf  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  dijiin^ 
giiijhed  themfelves  in  the  laji  fejjion  of 
parliament,  in  defence  of  liberty  and  the 
colonies-,  in  particular  to  general  Con~ 
way,  & c. 

But  the  officers  in  America  not  only 
reprefented  their  diftrefs,  but  the  means 
too  by  which  they  might  be  relieved  j 
they  called  for  inilrudtions  from  the 
government  at  home,  that  they  might 
execute  every  part  of  this  ait  -,  for  affift- 
ance,  that  they  might  enforce  it.  There 
is  fcarcely  an  officer  who  does  not  com¬ 
plain,  that  he  has  received  no  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  execution ;  many,  that 
they  have  not  even  an  authentic  copy  of 
the  adl.  ‘  There  is  fcarcely  a  governor 
who  does  not  exprefs  hisweaknefsj  and 
implore  the  fupport  of  that  government 
for  'the  interefts  of  which  he  adls  i 
without,  'therefore,  accumulating  any 

li  .■>. 


more 


I 
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more  intelligence  received  from  other 
,  hands  and  other  quarters,  and  which  ,is 
,  all  of  the  fame  kind,  it  is  now  time  to 
examine  what  meafures  were  taken  by 
adminillration,  to  check,  reprefs  and 
corred  tumults,  which  llruck  at  th^ 
Very  foundations  of  government. 

It  was  plain,  that  although  the  ftamp 
'  adt  was  the  pretext,  the  reftridlions  up- 
•  on. their  trade,  which  are  fo  neceffary, 
and  their  delire  to  he  independent  of 
England,  were  among  the  real  caufes 
of  many  of  the  American  tumults  j  that 
impatience  of  all  government  which 
fome  of  the  colonifts  exprelTed,  that 
Oppolition  both  to  the  former  and  latter 
cudom-houfe  and  commercial  laws, 
which  fome  even  of  their  alfemblies 
avowed,  required  to  be  immediately 
and  elFedlually  controuled.  The.necef- 
lity  of  this  meafure  was  not.  unknown 
to  the  adminillration  i .  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  board  of  trade  had  forced  it 
upon  their  attention,  and  they  ,  them- 
felves  confeffed ,  it  to  be  of  the  ntmcji 


un- 


.i-'f 


•  r  6i  I 

f 

■.  tffiportdn'ce'to  the  kingdom  and  legiJtafUre 
cf  Gfed't-'Britain^  *'^\  \t  Wa'^  indeed  ’^of 

*  importance,  fbr  it  imported  no  iefs  than 
‘  the  maintaining  the. dependence  of  co-> 

<  Ionics  more  extenfiye  ,than  any  mation 
^Jbefore  ever  pdflefied ;  ..and  the  retaining 

in  obedience:  .to  .commercial  lawsj  >  and 
.  diredling  the’  induft'ry  of  an  empire,  up-, 
.^on  yrhofe  confumption  of  dur  manufac- 

•  tpres  the^trade^and  credit  of  this  king- 

lb  immediately  depend.  To  fe- 
ICure  thefe'- interefting  objedls  the  reader 
experts  to  hear^-  that  the  moft  vigorous 
’‘meafures  were  planned  and  executed  ; 
4tHat,theflrength  of  government  in  that 
Jcdunlfryl  was  accurately  examined,  and 
judicioufly  difpofed  ;  '  and  that  fuch  ad- 
,ditidns  to  this,-  both  of  a  military  and 
naval  kind,'  were  prepared,  as  the  oc- 
Calion  called  for  and  which  being  di- 
•redled  (if'necelTary) .  againft  thofe  who 
were  moft  forvvard  in  rebellion,  might', 
by  reprefling  thefe,  prevent  the' crime  and 
the  punifhment  of  the  reftl  This  might 
havei  been  the  condiidt  of  or  dinary  Itatefl* 
men,  our  minifters  defpifed'  fuch  ob- 

I  vious 


I  1 

vIous,remcdies  j  and  after-much  =deU- 
beration  determined,  that  in  t  order  td 
check  the  mutinous,  and  corredl  the 


rebellious  colonifts,  to  vindicate  the 
authority  of  parliament,  maintain  the 
empire  of  Great-Britain,  and  reftore  the 
peace  of  America,  Mr.  C — jr 

Jhould  write  them  a  letter.  This  ftep 
which  was  neceflary,  and  might  have 
been  effedtual  if  taken  in  the  beginning 
of  thefe  difturbances,  and  fupported  by 
authority,  became  ridiculous  when  a- 

^  ^  .I'*  '  t  ■ 

lone,  and  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  extferric 
tumult ;  and  reminds  one  of, a  limilar 
expedient,  related  in  .  the  memoirs  of 
Madame  de  Nemours.  Mr.  de  Beau- 

r  r  •  IN*  _  _  ,  ,  . 


fort  defon  cote,  qui  n'en  faifoit  pas  7noins 
que  le  coadjuteiir  (pour  s*oppofer  a  cettc 
paix)  et  qui  cberchoit  tons  les  moyens  ima- 

S  •  J.  '  '  ■.....'.Ml  r-  ^ 

ginables  de  I’empecher,  frut^  en  avoir 
trouve  un  infatllible,  ■.  qu’il  propofa  a  Mr. 
de  B'ellievre,  enlui  demandant  par  nid- 

^  4  i>  r  A  ..  IX  ■'  .  ‘  ' 

niere  d'avis,  fi  en  donnant  un  fouflet  d 

,,  y  .  I.  ;  <  »/•  ,  fc#  .  y 

Mr.  d’  Elbeuf,,.  tine  changerpit  point  Ja 
face  des  affaires :  d  quoi  Mr.  de  Bellte'vre 
repondit  d’un  fang  froid  plus  digne  de  fa 
.  gravitS 


f  Ik  tic  cvdyoti 
■pas  que  celdput  chafiger  'diitre  chofe  ' que 


f  *  f 
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'  But  as  tills  was  die*  only  flep  which 
they^propoi'ed  to'  take,  why  was  it  fo 
long  delayed  ?  The '  moft  alarming  in^ 
formations  had  been  received  by  them 
fo  long  ago'  as  the  27th  of  July ;  they 

-  X.  C,  )  c.,  X.  -■ 

could  fcarcely  be  ignorant  that,  in'.po- 
pular  tumults,  an  immediate  execution 
of  authority  is  required,  and  that  delay 
gives  to  them  confidence  and  ilrength : 
in  this  exigence  therefore  no  degree  of 

*3  ZliOCp/^  ff  ?  ,  •  ^  ' 

delay  can  be  vindicated,  eveh  the  f— ■ . '  y 
does  not  attempt  to  vindicate,  he  dif- 

Vcr-. 

owns  it :  he  afferted  in  public,  what 

«'•  *  ’•  ■  jT.,  »  f 

he  has  WTltten  in  his  letter  ®  of  the  i  cth 
of  December,  176 5,  that  his  inhruc- 
tiofis  (dated  the  24th  of  Odober,  1765) 
^dere  fent  on  the  Jirjl  notice  of  thcfe  dif- 
turbances  and  yet  it  is  proved  byhis  b"wri 
eyidenc’e,  that  on  the  27th  of  July, 
jyfic',  ’that  is  at  three  months  diftance 

I  2  ‘  from 


*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  5, 
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-  ,  '  r.  \  ,  f' 

from  that  time,  he  had  received  the  ; 
Virginia  rejolutionsy  that  daring  attack  ’ 
upon  the  conjlitiition  of  this  country,  and 
intelligence  that  government  was  Jet  at 
open  defiance,  not  having  ftrength  in  her  '■ 
hands  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws  cf 
the  community. 

But  I  have  done  with  the  delay,  and 
the  denial  of  it  j  this  delay  had  at  dead:  • 
given  him  time  to  form  a  plan  of  adtion, 
which  fliould  be  extenfive  and  elfedtual 
when  he  fhould  begin  to  operate}  he 
had  had  leifure  to  conlider  the  particular 
ftate  of  every  province,  and  to  compare 
the  diforders  which  were  complained? 
of,  with  the  refources  which  were  to  be 
found,  and  might  be  applied  in  each; 
In  fadt,  there  was  great  rcafon  for  an 
attention  of  this  kind,  for  the  provinces 
were  known  to  be  in  very  diiferent  fitu-* 
ations ;  in  fome  the  mob  appeared  alone 
in  the  riots,  while  thofe  who  had  any 
thing  to  rifque  in  the  conted,  contented 
themfelves  with  giving  to  them  con¬ 
cealed  encouragement }  in  others,  the 

principal 


principal  people  ,of  .the  town  avowed  . 
the  utmoft  violences ;  in  .one  they  had 
not  yet  their  refolution  pf  free;, 

ing  themfelves  froni  all  cuftom-houfe 
laws,  though  they  had  marked  the  cuf-  ‘ 
tom-houfe  for  deilruilion ;  in  another 
they  already  refufed  to  pay  any  cuftoms 
but  fuch  as  they  themfelves  fhould  re¬ 
gulate  the  payment ,  of .  the  I'iots  at 
Boflpn  were  very  different  in  their. na¬ 
ture  jandpurpofes  from  thofe  which  had 
fhaken  Rhode-ifland ;  the  Virginia  re- 
folutions  had  been,  and  were  the  alarum:' 
bell  tqjhe  difaffeBed,  calling  them  to  tu- 
miilt  and  outrage ;  while  the  plan  of  a 
general  affembly  of  committees,  which 
had  proceeded  from  Maffachufet’s-bay, 
difcove.red  more  of  a  regular  fyflem  of 
refiftance.  The  refources  too  were  _as 
different  as  the  difficulties ;  they  were 
to  be  drawn  from  the  particular  confti- 
tution  and  flrength  of  each  government, 
4he  ternper  of  the  people,  the  neigh- 
ibourhood  of  the  military  force,  and  a 
thoufand  other  circumftances,  of  which 
,|be  f- — -ry  was  informed.  . 


f  ^ 

V  Tlie  public  will -ju^ge  of '  the 
fhewn  by  him  in  adapting  the  i 
tions  and  aillftances-  to-  the  'particular'- 
lituation  of  each  province,  wheii'  they^ 
irnd  the  left ej^  to  every  governor  ott' 

the  continent  and  in'  the  ijlandif'-tucz^t-’ 
ing  one,  ts  exactly  the  fame;' ‘^nd  that 
this  fame  letteri  like  Jack’s'^parchment' 
in  the  tale  of  a  tub,  ferves  too,  by  the’ 
alteration  of  a  very  few  fentences,  for 
"I  military  orders  to  the  commander  in  chief 
cf  the  Britijh  forces  in  America.  It‘'was 
not  poffible  that  difoi'ders  fo  various  aind 
fo  violent  could  be  remedied,  by  one 
application ;  and  the  prefcribihg^'fof 
diftempers  fo  very  different  the  fame 
infipid  potion  of  warm  water,  is^a 
practice  of  which  our  flate  Sangr ado's 
alone  were  capable.  In  the  letter  “  to 
the  governor  of  Malfachufet’s-bay 'there 
is  indeed  fome  difference  ;  the  reader, 
who  is  informed  that  the  projedl  ofa 
general  combination  of  America  took' 

• .  ^  :  its- 

>  See  Appendix,  No,  4.  5  goe  Appendix,  No.  3, 
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Its  rife  in,  that^  province^  ^immediately 
foppofes  that  in  this^  feparate  -  difpateh, 
fome  fpecial  inllruftions  are  given  to 
prevent,  pate j  or  elude  the  opera-?! 
tions  ofjthis  meeting  j  it  is  neceffary  to 
read  this  letter,  ^to  be  convinced  that 
in  it  no  notice  tvhatever  is  taken  of  the 
unprecedented,  uniconftitutional  .  and. 
dangerous  defigm  . 

H'^They  had,  at  the  time  when  this  let- 
terv!.was  written,  received  the  fulleft’ 
and  authentic  intelligence,  that 

Ibmeofthe  fubjedts  of  England  had  re- 
fufed-’obedience  to  an  adt  of  the  legifla- 
ture  i  and  forced  the  officers  to  whom' 
the  execution  of  it  in  America  was  en-  ‘ 
trufted,  to  refign  their  polls.  To  be  per-j 
fedlly  acquainted  with  the  means  ufed 
for  the  attainment  of  this  end ;  to  judge! 
of  the  temper  of  the  colonies,  and  of 
the  flate  of  government  in  them,  fee)' 
Appendix,  No.  12.  The  "Hate  of  the'? 
matter  is  fo  exadlly  defcribed,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  addrelTed  to  Mr.  C - -y,  that  it  is 

here  referred  to,  though  it  v/as  riot  re¬ 
ceived 


t  «8  ] 

-  Cetved  tili  four  days  aftef  Y/^  date  6f  fiiS 
difpatch'j  becaufe  it  might-,  and  ought 
to  b^ave  been  feeil  by  adminiftfation,  in 
the  fame  light  in  which  it  was- by  the 
Writer  of  this  letter.'  It  appears  from 
thence  ‘  that  the  general  fche^ne  concerted 
throughout  America  was,  JirJi  by  menace, 
or  Jorce,  to  oblige  the  Jlamp-officers  to  re- 
fign  their  employments,  in  which  they  had 
generally  Jucceeded ;  and  next  to  dejlroy  the 
Jiamp-papers  upon  their  arrival y  that, 
having  no  Jlamps,  -  necejjity  might  be  an 
excuje Jor  the  difpatch'  of  bufnefs  without 
them }  and  -  that  before  they  could  be  re¬ 
placed,  the  clamour  and  outcry  of  the 
people,  with  dddrejjes  and  remonf  ranees 
from  the  affembliesy  might  procure  a  re* 
peal  of  the  abl. 


It  was  no  part  of  the  queflion,  whe¬ 
ther  the  miniftry  for  the  time  being 
approved  of  the  principles  and  purpofes 
pf  that  adl  or  not.  The  power  of  judg¬ 
ing  whether  or  no  an  adt  of  parliament 

lhall 

4  *  * 

See  AppendiXj  No,  lOi 
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fhall  be  carried  into  execution,  is  not 
by  the  conftitution  entrufted  to  any 
miniftry.  The  bill  of  rights,  as 
it  was  drawn  on  account  of  this  power 
ufurped  by  the  crown,  fo  it  is  moft  ex- 
prefs  againlt  the  exertion  of  it.  The 
patriots  of  that  age  had  felt  the  exten- 
five  effed:s  of  this  difpcnfing  power ; 
and  had  feen  it  bring:  their  religion  and 
liberties  into  the  moit  uiiiiii^ent  danger; 
to  prevent  therefore  the  ::tijliibilty  of 
any  future  miniflers  being  fo  much 
warped  from  their  duty  as  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  the  law,  the  bill  of 
RIGHTS  declares,  that  this  pretended 
power  of  fufpending  of  laws,  or  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  laws  by  regal  authority ,  without 
the  conjent  ofparlianient,  is  illegal. 


But  be  it  that  they  had  a  right  to 
fufpend  the  execution  of  this  law,  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  approve  it ;  they 
were  apprized,  that  tlierc  had  arifen  iii 
America  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  the 
whole  fvftem  of  cuftoni-houfe  lav/s,  an 
impatience  of  thefe  ties,  which  even 


•K 


the 
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the  moft  partial  to  the  claims  of  the 
colonies  mull  confefs  to  be  necelTary 
for  the  common  good  j  that  t&e  mer¬ 
chants  ”  there  think  they  have  a  right  to 
every  freedom  of  trade,  which  the fubjeBs 
of  Great-Britain  now  enjoy  :  a  freedom 
which  would  render  the  colonies  not 
only  of  no  benefit,  but  in  the  highell 
degree  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  and 
welfare  of  their  mother-country.  This 
opinion,  and  they  did  not  content 
themfelves  with  the  bare  opinion,  made 
it  necelTary  to  fecure  the  colle£lion,  not 
of  a  new  and  internal,  but  of  old  exter¬ 
nal  duties,  which  had  ever  been  fub- 
mitted  to,  and  conllantly  though  imper¬ 
fectly  collected ;  and  to  ellablilh  the 
great  adl  of  navigation;  which  was  the 
effect  of  wife  and  extenfivc  policy,  gave 
the  deepell  wound  to  the  trade  and 
power  of  Holland,  and  acquired  to 
England  the  maritime  empire  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

But 

*  See  letter  to  Mr.  C— — y,  dated  November  7, 
1765. 
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But  be  it,  that  the  laws  of  the  cuf- 
toms  too  were  to  be  difpenfed  with  i 
granting  that  they  were  all  repealed  by 
that  voice,  and  at  that  moment  when 
it  was  declared,  that  tJoe  fqlvatmi  of 
Great-Britain  depended  on  a  total  repeal 
of  all  cufom-houfe  la^jos,  and  the  univerfal 
extejfion  of  the  laws  of  excfe,  and  there¬ 
fore  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
adminiflration  to  enforce  the  execution 
of  them ;  ftill  there  remained  the 
ftrongeft  reafons  for  a  fpecdy  and  vigo¬ 
rous  interpofition  :  the  Enghlh  govern¬ 
ment  in  America  was  weak,  precarious, 
unable  to  fecure  the  execution  of  the  com¬ 
mon  laws  of  peace  an^  good  order,  infulted, 
defied.  Thefe  diforders,  fo  difgraceful 
in  themfelves,  fo  dangerous  in  their 
xonfequences,  required  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  and  effectually  controlled;  and 
would  have  been  controlled  by  any  mi- 
nifters  but  thofe  quibus  patrice  falus  & 
dignitas  pofierior  fud  dominatione  &  do- 
meficis  conimodus  fuit. 

The  flamp-act  was  avowedly  reje  di¬ 
ed,  the  cuflom-houfe  laws  openly  vio- 

K  2  latcd. 
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Lued,  cllicers  menaced,'  inililted 
and  (poled,  tne  oiTcnders  unDuniihed, 
and,  govci nuient  diilolved.  Read  now 
the  difpatch  oi''  the  24th  of  Odtober  ”, 

which  vvMs  to  contain  the  f - y’s  ful- 

left  inftructions ;  you  will  not  find  in 
it  any  inflruaions  whatever ;  af  this  dif- 
t0.Tics  hs  docs  net  tkiiik  it  poj^ible  to  sive 
pojitive  injirudiions  to  the  onicers,  not 
even  inftrudt'.ons  to  obey  and  to  enforce 
the  laws  of  their  country.  This  duty, 
which  fdould  have  been  the  firfi;  objed 
of  his  care  and  diredions  is  entirely 
omitted ;  the  utmofl:  vigour  which  he 
recommends  riles  no  higher  than  to  re¬ 
fell  aSls  of  outrage,  not  to  punilh  them, 
or  to  maintain  and  execute  the  laws  of 
England.  But  even  this  degree  of  ex¬ 
ertion  is  not  to  be  reforted  to  till  the 
laft  extremity  lenient  and  perjioa/i-vc 
methods,  the  iitmof  lenity,  tliefe  are  the 
arms  which  he  direds  the  governors 
and  the  commander  in  chief  to  oppofe- 
to  the  revolt  which  he  faw  fo  iini- 
verfal. 

He 

”  See  Appendix^  No.  4. 


[  73  1  ' 

He  had  been  repeatedly  informed  that 
the  fch'emes  of  independence  were  form¬ 
ed  and  guided  by  the  lawyers,  and  jupported 
by  the  principals  of  the  provinces^-,  but 
as  this  encreafed  the  danger  of  the  infur- 
redtions,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  inter- 
pofition,  he  contradidls  without  hefita- 
tion  the  intelligence  in  his  hands,  and 
hopes  and  expeSts  (which  words  if  they  can 
mean  any  thing  as  applied  to  a  thing  pafl 
inuft  mean  believes )  that  this  refjlance 
to  the  Authority  of  the  mother-country, 
can  only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  snore  ignorant  of  the  People.  Inftead 

k  ■  '  C 

or 

; 

To  the  other  proofs  of  this  add  the  following 

extradl  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December, 

21,  1765,  and  therefore  fubfequent  to  his  letter. 

The  lawyers  are  the  fource  from  whence  the  cla¬ 
mours  have  flowed  in  every  province.  In  tliis  pro¬ 
vince  nothing  publick  is  tranlacled  without  them, 
and  it  is  to  be  wifhed  that  even  the  bench  v/as  free 
from  blame.  The  w'liole  body  of  merenants  in  r  c- 
neral,  alTembly-mcn,  magiftrates,  &c.  have  been 
united  in  this  plan  of  riots,  and  without  the  influence 
and  Inftigation  of  thefe,  the  inferior  people  would 
have  been  quiet:  very  great  pains  were  taken  to 
rbuze  them  before  they  ftirred. 

See  too  a  curious  paper  in  Appendix,  No.  ii. 
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of  that  tone  of  authority  which  alone 
can  enforce  obedience  of  thofe  orders 
and  diredlions  which  the  dangerous fitua- 
tion  of  America,  and  the  rcqueftsof  the 
officers  there  called  for,  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  letters  is  languor  and  debility  j 
it  is  true  that  fuch  vague  and  general 
expreffions  are  ufed,  as  leave  the  writer 
at  liberty  to  own  or  to  difavow  the  mea- 
fures  which  fhall  be  perfued  after  the 
receipt  of  the  letter ;  to  divide  with 
or  take  from  the  officers  to  whom  it 
was  addreffed,  the  reputation  of  their 
fuccefs ;  or  to  turn  on  them  alone  the 
odium  of  a  mifearriage;  and  fuch  quali- 
fyingwords  intermixed,  as  by  a  cautious 
hand  are  ever  ufed  to  prevent  if  poffible 
any  parliamentary  danger  ;  but  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  read  it  without  feeing  that 
the  intent  is  rather  to  check,  than 
to  excite  the  ardour  of  the  officers  of 
the  crown ;  not  to  quell  the  riots  of 
which  he  faw  the  tendency,  but  to  elude 
any  operations  which  might  difeourage 
thofe  diflurbances  by  which  he  meant  to 
profit.  If  this  purpofe  was  lefs  evident 

than 
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than  it  is  in  his  difpatches,  it  is  put  out 
of  doubt  by  the  declaration  which 
the  fame  officer  is  faid  ^  to  have  made, 
that  he  would  fooner  cut  off  his  right-hand 
than  order  troops  to  march  to  fupprefs  this 
claim  of  freedom.  His  letter  is  perfedlly 
conliftent  with  his  declaration ;  and  tho’ 
we  lament  that  his  conduct  has  loll  to 
Great-Britain  the  hands  of  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  America,  yet  we  mud  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  right-hand  of  that 
right  honourable  Gentleman  is  perfedtly 
fafe. 

To  be  convinced  of  the  evil  effefls 
which  thefe  his  dilfertations  upon  pru¬ 
dence  and  levity  mud  have  had  in  the 
midd  of  fo  much  tumult,  let  us  fuppofe 
for  a  moment  that  the  procradinating 
f  '  ■  y  had  dill  procradinated;  even 
his  delay  or  his  negledl  would  have  been 
lefs.  pernicious  to  his  country  than  dif¬ 
patches  of  fo  much  Caution.  The 
officers  in  America  might  dill  have 

hoped 

^  *  This  is  expreft  doubtfully,  becaufe  the  authority 
is  doubtful. 
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hoped,  that  their  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  England,  aniidft  the  general  contempt 
of  them,  would  be  efteemed  a  fervice, 
and  receive  encouragement  and  fupport; 
they  might  have  continued  to  encourage 
the  loyal,  and  to  check  the  violence  of 
the  rebellious,  by  turning  the  eyes  of 
both  towards  Great  Britain,  who  would 
tewa'rd  her  friends,  chaftife  her  foes, 
and  vindicate  her  juft  authority.  The 
.arrival  of  the  pacquet  deprived  them 
even  of  this  refource  ;  They  faw  the 
miniflers  in  England  either  too  timid  to 
enforce  the  law,  or  determined  to  fuf- 
pend  and  repeal  it ;  and  they  faw  there¬ 
fore  the  folly  of  expofing  themfelvcs  to 
the  fury  of  an  enraged  people,  in  fupport 
of  an  adt  which'  the  adminiflration  did 
not  intend  to  execute.  If  thefe  obvious 
reflexions  did  not  immediately  occur, 
to  the  officers  themfelves,,  they  were 
however  foon  fuggefled  to  them  by  th@ 
oppofers  of  the  adt;  for  the  Americans 
faw  this  condudf  in  its  true  light  j,)in  that 
in  which  the  f — —y  mufl:  have  wifhed 
them  to  fee  it :  They  had  .formed  hopes 
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of  it  as  foon  as  they  were  informed  of 
his  promotion;  they  exprefs  them  thus’, 
it  may  be  'worth  the  Jerious  confideration 

thofe  'who  'would  o£iciouJly  endea'vour  to 
enjlave  their  countrymen,  to  enforce  it 
( the  fiamp~aB )  'whether  they  'will  not  be 
more  likely  to  receive  the  frowns,  than  the 
fmiles  of  their  fuperiors,  for  their  adlivity 
in  fo  odious  an  qfce. 

When  therefore  the  difobedient  faw 
thefe  expectations  anfwered  by  the 
f — ^y’s  difpatch,  they,  who  had  no 
reftraint  upon  them  but  the  fear  of 
Englifh  difpleafure,  were  convinced  too 
by  thefe  letters  that  they  might  offend 
with  impunity ;  when  they  faw  a  total 
annihilation  of  government  fubmitted 
to,  and  an  avowed  and  violent  reliftance 
to  the  Englifh  parliament  calling  forth 
the  utmofi  lenity,  they  perceived  that 
the  miniftry,  though  they  did  not  yet 
venture  to  avow,  did  however  approve 
their  proceedings ;  that  they  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fear  from  their  difpleafure,  or 

L  from 

<  Se^  Cojiftitutional  Ceuraiit,  No.  i. 
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from  their  orders,  without  which  nd 
‘-American  officer  would  take  any  deci- 
five  ftep  ;  and  they  received  from  hence 
that  kind  and  that  degree  of  encourage¬ 
ment  which  nothing  elfe  could  have 

'given  to  them. 

( 

The  intentions  of  the  miniftry  are 
proved,  not  only  by  the  fleps  which 
they  did  take,  but  alfo  from  their  neg- 
ledl  of  thofe  which  they  ought  to  have 
taken.  It  is  not  always  juft  to  argue  a  cri¬ 
minality  of  this  kind  from  an  omiflion, 
but  it  is  impoffible  not,  to  deduce  it  in 
this  cafe ;  becaufe  the  omiffion  was  that 
of  a  ftcp  which  the  importance  of  the 
obje<ft,  the  requilitions  of  the  American 
officers,  and  the  reprefentatioris  Of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  ffiewn  them  to  Be 
neceftary,  and  which  they  had  confelTed 
to  be  in' their  onion  report. 

' '  -  .  '  '  i 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  let  us  fup- 
pofe  that  every  thing  hitherto  Had  been 
well  conduOled ;  let  us  grant,  that  on 
the  14th  of  September  the  f— — -y  could 

■  not' 
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jwt  even  guefs  what  he  fhoiild  deter¬ 
mine  on  the  3d  of  Od;ober,  concerning 
a  matter,  on  which  he  had  had  the 
time  paffed  fince  the  27th  of  July  to 
meditate  ;  and  therefore  that  he  acled 
with  ail  poffible  vigour  as  well  as  cau¬ 
tion,  when,  after  an  interval  of  more 
than  fix  weeks,  he  referred  the  officers 
in  America  to  a  future  decifion  of  the 

I 

privy  council  for  their  inftrudlions  ;  let 
us  imagine  too,  that  till  the  3d  of  Oc¬ 
tober  he  thought  fo  lightly  of  the  privy  ^ 
council,  as  to  expert  that  they  would 
decide  on  a  matter  too  high  for  their 
deliberation  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know 
that  it  v/as  neither  his  nor  their  province 
to  debate  upon  the  propriety  of  laws, 
but  that  it  was  his  duty  to  addrefs  him- 
felf  to  the  execution  of  them.  At  lead, 
by-^the  rr/iorr  of  the  privy  council  made 
on  that  day,  his  uncertainties  mull  have 
been  removed  ;  they  v/ere  removed ;  he 
himfelf  joins  at  lead  in  that  report 
which  declares  that,  t/j/s  tnattcr  is  Pro- 
per  only  for  the  conf  deration  of  parlia- 
mtnt.  There  never  had  arifen  a  pioint 

L  2  -  which 
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^hich,  from  its  importance  both  in  it- 
felf  and  in  its  confequences,  caiied  more 
loudly  for  the  intervention  of  that  af- 
fembly ;  the  fupport  which  might  be 
claimed  from  near  two  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  was  to  be  detei  mined  by  it ;  and 
the  queftion  whether  Great-Britain  has 
a  right  to  the  obedience  of  her  colonies, 
was  involved  in  the  decifion. 


of  October  j  by  the  8th  of  that  month 
the  adminiftration  had  authentic  and 
particular  intelligence,  that  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  refiftance  and  independence, 
which  had  been  unchecked,  had  pro¬ 
duced  their  natural  confequences,  tu- 
■  mult  and  rebellion.  What  now  does 
the  reader  expedt  from  a  miniftry,  which 
doubtful  in  itfelf,  and  looking  round 
for  diredtion,  had  not  hitherto  been  able 
to  receive  any,  but  that  they  Ihculd 
immediately  have  had  recourfe  to  that 
council  for  which  no  matter  is  too  highj 
from  which  the  repeal  of  every  law 
found  inexpedient  is  to  take  its  rife,  the 

authority 


•:.i233lilP 


[Si-y 

authority* of  which  would  feciire  ohe- 
dience  to  it  till  the  propriety  of  the  re-: 
peal  had  been  confidered,  and  to  which, 
the  reprefentation  of  the  Board  of  Trade; 
and  their  own  report  referred  them  ? 
The  great  council  of  the  kingdom  ?  He 
expects  to  fee  a  proclamation,  dated  on 
the-9th  of  Odtober,  which  would  have 
affembled  the  parliament  by  the  latter 
end  of  November.  An  immediate  call 
cf  the  fenate  was  the  more  necelTary, 
becaufe  it  was  reafonable  to  expect  that 
the  difeuffion  of  fo  important  a  fubjeCt 
would  employ  fome  time  ;  the  adminif- 
tiation  could  not  be  affiired  that  the  par¬ 
liament,  which  had  been  almoft  una¬ 
nimous  in  approving  the  principles,  and 
enacting  the  claufes  of  the  ftamp-aft, 
would  immediately  and  without  hefita- 
'  tion  confent  to  the  repeal  of  it.  The 
fadt  is,  that  fixteen  days  after  the  re- 
i  ceipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  miniftr)", 
in  fpite  of  the  call  from  the  diftrefs  of 
a  whole  continent,  from  their  own  neg- 
■vjedt,  from  their  own  acknowledgments, 
advifed  the  k — g  to  prorogue  the  par- 
\  ■  ■  iiament ; 
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liament  y  it  was  prorogued  on  the  24thT 
ojf  Oilober,  and  on  the  very  fame  day 
on  which  they  betrayed  the  empire  of. 
Great-Britain,  by  the  timid  duplicity 
of  the  inftrudtions  fcnt  abroad,  they  de- 
prive4  her  too  of  the  affiftance  which 
ipight^have  been  received  from  more  ■ 
vigorous  counfels  at  home.  .  , . 

A  condudt  which  can  be  ^accounted 
for  only  by  one, motive  j  they  had»  re- 
folyed  -from  fpleen,  faftion,  jealoufy, 
or  refentment  to  repeal  an  adt,  the  fuc- 
cefs  and  good  effects  of  which  .would 
llill  have  encreafed  the  reputation  of  the 
minifter  who  planned  it ;  they  feared : 
that  the  authority  and  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  would  be  able  even  yet  to 
check  the  rebellion  .of  the  provinces, 
and-^ enforce  the  law  ;  .they  wiflied  this 
rebellion  fhould.gain  lirength,  that  they 
might  apply  40  the  fears  of  thofe>  whofc 
reafon  they  conld- not  hope  to  convince  j 
they  facrificed  to  thefe^Yiew;^s^the  perma¬ 
nent  interefts  *  and  honour  of  the  ftate,- 
and '  encouraged  by,  their  connivancq. 


and  by  the  prorogation  of  the  parlia* 
ment,  that  refiftance  and  thofe  tumults, 
which  they  meant  to  apply  to  their  own 
factious  purpofes*  . -y 

Unhappily  for  the  public,  thele  de* 
figns  were  but  too  fuccefsful  j  the  ribti 
in  America  became  more  general,  and 
more  dangerous  :  it  will  appear  by  the 
intelligence  fubfequent  to  this  period, 
of  which  I  Ihall  now  ftate  feme  part,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  order  of  time 
in'  which  it  is  dated,  that  even  their 
wifhes  could  not  form  a  fcene  of  greater 
anarchy  than  their  conduct  had  produced 
in  America;  that  they  were  informed 
very  minutely  of  a  total  diflblution  of 
every  part  of  government,  and  that  al¬ 
though  the  ftamp-act  was  the  pretext, 
yet  the  caufes  and  the  objects  of  their 
refentment  were  alfo  the  rellraints  on 
their  trade,  and  their  fubjection  to 
Great-Britain  ;  thefe  were  really  felt, 
while  the  ftamp-act,  which  was  formed 
to  execute  itfelf,  which  affected  fcarcely 
any  but  thofe  of  whofe  ability  the  very 

payment 


pipnent  was  a  proof,  which  wasxbn^ 

.  felled  by  the  Americans  to  be  the  mod: 
eligible  of  all  the  taxes  which  could  be 
impofed,  and  which,  as  it  had  not  been 
executed,  could  not  yet  have  been  op- 
■preffive,.  was  only  the  occahon  of  thefe 
infurrections. 

T  ■  «  <• 

^his  opportunity  ^as  taken  (fays  the. 
""  writer  of  a  letter  from  America)  to 
Jljeih.yhetr  refentment  to  every  ojlicer  un¬ 
der  the  crown ;  and  particularly  to  the 
officers  oj  the  ciijioms  in  this  port ; with 
whom  they  had  been,  and  Jiill  continue  to 
he  much  dippleafed^  for  their  vigilance 'in 
flitting  the  aBs  oJ  trade  in  j or  ce^  and 
endeavouring  '  to  prevejit  dbufes  of'  the 
■fame.  A  letter  to  the  f— — y  has  this 

*paffage=;-  fhe  country  has  grown-  more 
♦  # 

^  and  more  enfamed ;  every  where  have  been 
'heard  loud- '  declarations  that '  tB'ey  would 
not  fubmit  to  the  ftamp-atl  upoH  any'-ac-^ 

■  ;  county 

iv  ,  i  ^  : 

See  letter  to  commifHoners.  of  cuftoms,  date4 
September  7,  1765.  ^ 

' '  See  letter  to  Mr.  Conway,  dated  Sepembef 
^765,  received  Neveuiber  4.  -  * 


:y  .■ : 
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fount,  or  in  any  injlance. — I obferved  that 
the  violences  of  the  mob  had  intimidated 
fame  of  the  bejl  people  in  the  province,  and 
left  the  caufe  of  the  king  and  parliament 
almoji  without  an  advocate. 

f 

It  is  apparent,  from  their  proceedings  *> 
that  there  is  among  them  an  intention  and 
an  expeSlation  of  improving  the  prefent  ill 
humour  of  the  people  into  an  aSiual  breach 
•with  Great-Britain  j  or  at  leaf  of  gain^ 
fng  fuch  a  triumph  over  Great-Britain, 
fy  obliging  her  to  repeal  this  law  under 
^qn  aSiual  reffance  of  it,  as  to  make  her 
^authority  contemptible  hereafter. 


The  Heps  they  took  for  this  purpofe^ 
in  one  of  the  provinces,  were  thefe ; 
”  One  and  all  cried  out,  let  us  fee  who  will 
dare  put  the  aSi  in  execution,  upon  the 
governor  s  appointment  j  we  will  take 
..care  of  that. 

% 

M 

,  .  . 

*  See  letter  toMr.  Pownall,  dated  October  1,1765. 

^  See  letter  to  the  commiflioners  of  ftamjps  dated 
'©£lober  12,  1765^ 
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y 

In  another  government  this  paper 
was  pafhed  up  at  the  door  of  every  pub-^ 
he  otiicej  and  at  the  corners  of  the 
ftreets  ; 

‘Pro  Patrid. 

±  man  that  either  dijlributesy  or 

makes  nfe  of  Jiampecl  paper,  let  him  take 
eare  of  his  hoifc,  perfon  and  efecls. 

W dare.  Vox  Popiili, 


1  fall  conclude  (fays  an  intelligent 
writer"^)  uoith  the  following  obfervation, 
that  if  Great-Britain  can  or  will  fiifer 
fuch  condiidi  in  her  colonies  to  pafs  un-^ 
piinifedy  'a  man  need  not  be  a  prophet,  or 
the  fon  of  a  prophet,  to  fee  clearly,  that 
her  empire  in  North- America  is  at  an 
end,  ’ 

{  • 

But  whether  his  Majefy  and  his  minif- 

ters  can  or  will  wink  at  and  overlook  thefe 

infiilts  and  outrages,  and  permit  their 

colonijls 


See  letter  to  commiiHoners  of  flamps,  dated 
0;.^ober  12,  1765. 

^  Sec  letter  to  commiilioncrs  of  damps,  dated 
November  2,  1765, 


•  'i-  ,  ' 


[ 

«• 

colonifts  to-  refufe  obedience  to-  an  act, 
of  parliament ,  and-  alfo  to  declare  it  ule~ 
gal  and  unconfcitutional,  the  writer  does 
not  determine. 

Britain  (fays  the  farne  correfpondent, , 
in  the  fame  letter)  mvft  ftrfi  detenmne., 
whether  fe  is  to,  govern  or  not-,  and 
whether  jhe  will  permit  ns  to  put  ourfehes 
under  the  protedlion  of  France  or  Spain  ; 
as  many  upon  the  continent  declare  they 
will  ward  off  the  ftamp-aB  until  they,  can 
get  France  or  Spam  to  proteSt  them. — Fhe 
ifue  of  this  adt  will  abfoliitely  determine 
Britain  s  fovereignty  m  America  for  if 
by  thefe  rebellions  methods  we  can  get  this 
adl  repealed,  I  doubt  not  but  forne  of  my 
children  will  live  to  fee  a  duty  laid  by  the 
Americans  on  foin'e  things  imported  froni 
Great -Britain. 


A  perfon  very  well  informed,  and 
very  capable  of  judging,  writes  thus  ;' 
Tou  may  imagine  that  the  popular  party' 

iM  2 


y  See  a  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Nevenw' 
ber  3O5  1765.  .  • 
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ts  grtatly  'elated  with  this  ^aceejjian  ""of 
Jlrength,  founded  upon  the  ruins  of  the  ' 
power  of  government.  Some  of  them  talk 
of  It  with  an  indifcr etion  that  is  amazing f  ■ 
as  if  this  toitm  was  to  remain  for  ever  in-^.' 
dependent  of  the  kings  government One" 
faysy  there  has  not  been  enough  done -f  there  - 
wants  more  corrediion  :  another  fays,  let 
us  fee  now  who  will  feize  merchants  goods  % 
what  judge  will  condemn  them  •,  what 
court  will  dare  to  grant  writs  of  afjifance 
now.  Others  talk  as  familiarly  of  turn¬ 
ing  out  the  governor,  for  adhering  to' the 
king  and  parliament,  as  they  could  do  at 
Rkode-fland  or  Connediicut,  "  '  '  ' 

Tdbe  ^  leaders  or  condudlors  of  the  mob 
had  offered  to  take  any  kind  of  goods,  liable' 
to jeizure,  under  their  protedlioh and^‘ 
bid  defiance  to  the  officers  of  the  cufioms.  '''' 

They "  had fur  rounded  the  cufiom-houfe, 
and  demanded  the  perfons  cf  the  colledlor;- 
and  comptroller. 

The 

*  See  letter  to  commiflioners  of  cuftoms,  datc4 
September  7,  1765. 

«  See  advertifement,  dated  September  1765,,  ; 
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The  riot  raifed  on  the  ift  of  Novem-'3 
her,  in  New- York,  was  fo  unprovoked;>' 
and,  in  its  confeqiiences,  fo’ dangerous  a-  -: 
defiance  and  attack  on  government,  that 
the  account  which  was  publiflied  'of' it  * 
by  themfelves  is  printed  in  the  Appen-  » 
dix.  See  Appendix,  No.  13.  '  -  lAH 

In  this  riot  the  lieutenant-ravernor 

'  O  - 

had  been  abufed,  infulted,  and  plun-  , 
dercd;  and  major  James,  after  fuifer- 
ing  the  fame  violences,  had  been 
obliged  to  withdraw  himfelf  f-om  their 
fury,  by  taking  refuge  on  board  a  fliip, 
and  to  leave  a  country,  in  which 
jeStion  could  be  made  to  him,  hut  his  dar¬ 
ing  to ,  put  the  king's  fort  into  a  fate  of 
defence  agapzf  the  fovereign.  lords  the  peo¬ 
ple,  as_  they  fiyled  themfelves-,  and  for 
'which  offence  they  refolved  to  make  him  an 
example  of  their  difpleafure, 

'  ‘  r ,C ,  -  .  y 

But  (fays  a  correfpondent,  '  fpeaking 
of  a  'recent  riot)  it  was  dfigned  as  ‘an,.. 

infult 

See  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December  i?, 

1765-  ■■ 

*  '  •  •  • 

See  letter  to  Mr.  C— — y,  dated  December.  18, 

vfs-.' 
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infult  upon  the  king’s  authority,  as  a  ter~ 
ror  to  the  king’s  officers,  and  to  Jhew  that 
they  were  nothing  in  the  eyes  or  the  hands 
oj  the  people. 

The  Jiate  and  anarchy  and  cGnfiiJiojt 
are  now  in  (fays  a  writer  well  qua¬ 
lified  to  judge)  IS  beyond  defer iption  i 
every  thing  being  under  the  power  of  the 
people-i  who  undertake  to  govern  in  all 
cajesy  and  regulate  all  public  affairs, — I 

BELIEVE  THEY  THINK  THE  MOST 
EFFECTUAL  WAY  TO  GET  THE  ACT 
REPEALED,  IS  TO  INSULT  THE  AU¬ 
THORITY  THAT  MADE  IT, 

Alarming  and  rebellious  as  this  con-- 
duct  appears,  the  danger  of  it,  and  the- 
importance  of  checking  it,  was  fcill  in- 
creafed  by  the  principles  which  pro¬ 
duced  and  accompanied  it :  thefe  may¬ 
be  found  in  the  popular  publications  in 
America,  with  regard  to  Grcat-Britain, 
which  is  deferibed  in  one  of  them ""  as 

a 

**  See  letter  to  commiflioners  of  (lamps,  dated  De¬ 
cember  3,  1765. 

«  providence  Gazette,  AugiiH  24,  1765, 


(t  mother-country y  who,  hi  their Jlupidity, 
have  judged  it  criminal  for  us  to  become 
bur  own  manufadlurers > 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  political  prin¬ 
ciples  which  they  contained  and  dif- 
perfed  h  Tdhe  public  faith  of  the  nation, 
in  which  till  now  we  thought  we  might 
fecurely  confide,  is  violated,  and  we  rob¬ 
bed  of  our  dearefi  rights,  by  the  late  law 
eredling  a  fiamp-ofiice  among  us.- — Let  us 
boldly  deny  all fuch  ufurped jurifdiction  (it 
is  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  Britifli  parlia¬ 
ment  of  which  he  Ipeaks)  we  owe  them 
no  more  fubjection,  in  this  refpect,  than 
the  Divan  of  Confiantinople. — Lhe  true 
lovers  of  liberty,  who  detejl  and  abhor  the 
fi amp -act  from  principle,  and  a  certain 
knowledge  of  their  rights  violated  by  that 
act. — An  act  illegally  obtruded  upon  us  to 
deprive  us  of  our  mofi  facred  rights,  and 
change  our  freedom  to  Jlavery,  by  a  legi- 
fiature  who  has  no  lawful  authority  over 
us. — But  how  came  the  Englif  parlia¬ 
ment  by  fuch  a  right  over .  us  f — Their 

power 
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(with  regard  to  liberty  and  pro-* 
perty)  is  pu7'ely  local. — Heaven  defend  us 
from  fucb  reprefentatives. — They  have 
iaken  upon  them  to  deprive  us  of  our 
rights,  vohich  are  not  under  their  jufif- 
didlion, 

Thefe  and  the  like  principles,  which 
were  conftantly  publilhed  ®  to  ferve  the 
purpofe  of  exciting  the  people  to  difobedience 
of  the  lanes,  and  to  fedition,  were  hot 
the  produdtions  of  the  lonoer  and  more 
ignorant  of  the  people,  but,  as  a  perfon* 
who  knew  the  characters  of  the  men, 

informed  Mr.  C - y,  '^fome  of  the 

mofi  popular  lanvyers  are  the  authors  of 
thefe  feditious  papers  •,  and  have  been 
counte72anced  by  fame  of  the  judges,  and 
others  of  the  highef  trufi  in  the  govern^ 
me7it. 

Indeed  the  influence  and  fupport  of 
the  writers  was  fo  extenfive,  that  the 

council 

t  See  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  September  23, 

1765.  received  Ociober  2?. 

^  Sec  the  fame  letter... 
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V.  '  ^ 

council  of  the  province  agreed  ‘  That  it 

^  X-V  ^ 

%vas  not  a  proper  time  to  profecute  the 
'printers  and  puhliJJoers  of  thefe  feditious 
papers ;  the  Attorney  General  likewife 
not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  to  commence  any 
fiich  projecution . 

ir  •*  -* 

But  thefe  principles  were  not  confined 
to  particular  perfons,  the  general  affem- 
bly  of  Mafiachufet’s-bay  had  adlually 
prepared  a  bill  enabling,  That  it  Jhall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  do  bufmefs  without 
famps,^  ythe  abl  of  parliament  to  the  con¬ 
trary  noiwitbjlanding. 


The  people  of  ConneAicut ,  ■  (fays  a  cor-- 

refpondent  '  of  Mr.  C - y’s)  who  are 

embodied  in  form,  have  declared  publicly, 
that  all  power  is  from  the  people-,  that  it  is 
granted  with  certain  bounds,  that  if  thofe 
bounds  are  exceeded,  power  devolves  to 

N  the 

^  See  letter  to  Mr.  C — y,  dated  September  23^ 
1765.  received  October  2S. 

'  v  ^  See  letter  to  Mr.  Powniilll,  dated  Oclober  26, 

1765- 

*  See  letter  tv  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December  19, 

,1765. 
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thi''people‘,  that  ‘Where  there  is  no  other 
redr'efs,  as  in  the  Jiamp-aSi,  the  people" 
jleould  rejunie  their  power  j  therefore  they 
recommend,  with  threats  againjl  difobe^ 
dience,  that  the  public  officers  foidd  pro¬ 
ceed  in  their  bujinejs  without  Jlarnps :  this 
is  a  formal  rejiunptton  of  government  by 
the  people.  ■  \ 


"“’The  affembly  of  New  Jerfey  refolved, 
nem.  con.  "  Tihat  all  fupplies  being  free 
gifts ;  for  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to 
grant  to  his  Majefy  the  property  of  the 
people  of  this  colony,  without  their ‘  own 
confent,  and  being  reprejented,  would  be 
unreafonable ;  and  rejider  ufelefs  legifla- 
tion  in  this  colony  in  the^  mof  ejfential 


Among  the  votes  of  the  alTembly  of 
New  York  hands  the  following;  ”  Re- 
folved,  nem.  con.  'That  it  ‘involves  the 

u;-.  ..  grcateji 

'^‘  See  extra£l  from  Votes  of  Affembly  of  New 
Jerfey,  November  3 1765.  >  r  ;  ' 

See  cxtradl  from  Votes  of  Affembly  of  New 
York. 
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grmtejl  jnconjtjiency  with  the  hiown  prin-^  , 
ciples  of  the  Englifo  conflitution^  to  /up- 
pofe  that  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons  of  Great-Britainy  catty  without  di* 
vefing  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  of 
their  tnof  efential  rightSy  grant  to  the 
crowUy  their y  or  any  part  of  their  efates, 
for  any  purpofe  ’whatjoever. 

Each  of  thefe  refolutions  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  others  of  the  fame  nature 
and  tendency,  which  were  defigned  to 
eftablifh  the  claim  of  an  abfolute  inde¬ 
pendence  on  the  Britifli  parliament. 
That  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  the  fpirit  and  purpofe  of  them,  thofe 
of  Philadelphia  are  printed  more  at 
length  in  the  Appendix.  See  Appen¬ 
dix,  No.  14. 

It  was  to  enable  them  to  maintain 
this  independence,  that  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed,  illegal  and  dangerous  meeting  of 
committees  froni  all  the  provinces  was 
alTembled  at  New  York,  to  enable  them, 
in  their  own  expreffion,  to  become  a 

N  2 "  hiindlt 
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bundle  of  flicks  y  which  can"  neither  he 
bent  nor  broken.  Other  ^pretences  were> 
given  to  this  aflembly,  but  its- tendency,: 
and  the  fpirit  of,thoie  who.  conipofed  it, 
are  thus  defcribed  by  a  very  judicious, 
hand>  They  are  of  various  charaSlers 
and  opinions y  but  it  is  to  be  fear edy  fn 
general^  that  the  fpirtt  of  Democracy  is 
firong  among  them.  The  quef  ion  is,  not 
of  the  inexpediency  of  the  famp-aB  ^  or 
inability  of  the  colonies  to  pay  the 
tax  y  but  that  it  is.  unconfitutionaU  and 
contrary  to  their  rights ;  Jupporting  the 
independency  of  the  provinces  ;  and  not  to 
he  fubjecl  to  the  legijlative  power  of  Great-- 
Britain. 

There  was  np  Ilep  which  required 
more  the  interpofition  of  government 
than  this :  if  the  other  inftances  of  their 
feditious  temper  might  be  called  fudden 
tuinultSj  which  built  on  no  premedi¬ 
tated  deiign,  and  direefed  only  to  tem¬ 
porary  purpofes,  might  ceafe  with  the 

'  prefent 

»  •  •  ... 

....  .4  ■  i 

•K  .'v.  .  -  ■  J 

1  1  f‘ 

®  See  letter  to  Mr.,  C— ' — y,  dated  NovcniBer-d2y 
^765. 
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|)rcfenti  frenzy,  and  leave  their  traces 
only  in  the  devaftation  they  had.  com-k 
mitted  this  was  more  hoftile  in  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  implied  more  of  a  deep  and 
dangerous  fpirit  of  determined  revolt, 
and  by  the  very  precedent  left  the  moffc 
alarming  confequences  :  and  yet  al¬ 
though  the  nature,  defign,  and  confe^- 
quences  of  this  meeting,  were  repeatedly 
and  by  various  hands  pointed  out  to 
them,  the  adminiftration  obferved,  du¬ 
ring  this  whole  proceeding,  a  total  11- 
lence ;  and  left  the  Americans  unre- 
fbrained  to  form  a  general  congrefs, 
which,  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  na* 
tional,  as  the  feveral  alTemblies  bore  of 
a  provincial  reprefen tative,  might  turn 
,the  eyes,  affeftions  and  refpedts  of  the 
colonills  from  the  legillature  of  Great- 
Britain  to  this  American  parliament. 

Even  the  lad:  Hep  of  formed  and. 
avowed  rebellion  was  ventured  on  by 
them ;  that  of  railing  a  regular  body 
of  forces  to  be  oppofed  to  thofe  which 
England  might  employ. 

In 


I 


I 
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In  this  town  (fays  a  ^  perfon  on  the* 
fpot)  all  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
people ;  out  of  which,  under ^  pretence  of 


uniting  two  parties  in  the  town,  are 
formed  two  companies;  under  two  profef 
captains  ;  who  are  faid  to  be  able  to  miif- 
ter  400  men  on  a  floort  warning,  T^wo  or 
three  gentlemen  offortime  profefs  to  have 
the  co7nmand  of  theje  bands ^  and  it  is  hoped, 
they  have ;  as  the  governor  (whofe  au- 
tliority  could  not  command  ten  men) 
and  every  other  officer  of  the  crown  lie  at 
their  mercy. 


'Ten  days,  or  more,  (fays  the  writer  * 
of  a  very  circumftantial  account  of  this 
dangerous  confederacy)  before  the  laf 
^th'  of  November,  two  srentlemen,  called 
the  richeji  fucr chants  in  this  towny  enter¬ 
tained  the  principal  men  of  thefe  parties y 
and  reconciled  them  to  07ie  another y  for 
other  purpefes  I  fear  than  burning  a  pope. 

— -Tdhus 

>  lgi!;ter  to  the  lii^rds  of  trade^  dated  November 
letter  to  thcfiords  of  trade,  dated  Novemto 

^  r  V 

f-  T 1 'i  r 


i—T^bus  ’was  celebrated  the  union  bet'ween 
thefe  two  bands,  who  fat  a  time  when 
the  militia  have  refufed  to  obey  the  captain 
general,  and  it  has  been  faid  publicly,  at 
a  town-meeting,  that  they  were  not  obliged 
to  obey  hh7i )  are  faid  to  be  well  trained, 
and  ready  to  obey  orders  upon  proper  occa- 
Jions. 


.  Such  was  the  ftate  cf  government 
in  the  American  provinces  j 


If  Jhape  it  might  be  called^  ^uahich  ftiape  had  nom 
J)iJiinguiJIoable  in  member^  joint  or  limb ; 

j. 

Or  fubjtance  might  he  called  that  fbadow  feemed\ 


An  exigence  in  which  the  fullefl;  and 
moft  particular  inftrudlions,  and  the 
warmed:  encouragements,  were  necef- 
fary  to  direct  and  adid:  the  officers  in 
the  performance  of  their  duty  :  an  af- 
fiftance  and  encouragement  towards 
which  they  were  ever  turning  their  eyes 
and  hopes,  and  ever  in  vain.  For  with 
regard  to  the  execution  of  the  particular 
jadt  in  queftion,  the  minillry  fo  li  t  tie 

intended 
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intended  it,  that  they  did  not  even  fend 
the  common  direftions  for  that  purpofe  i 
or  even  copies  of  the  ait. 


The  complaints  of  this  negledl  are 
very  numerous,  and  from  different  quar¬ 
ters.  I  enchfe  herewith  (fays  an  offi¬ 
cer  ")  a  certificate  of  my  having  taken  the 
oath  required  by  the  fiamp-a£t ;  which 
I  framed  from  a  copy  of  the  a£i  printed 
here ;  there  being  not  one  authentic  aSi 
here ;  there  never  were  but  two ;  and 
thofe  fe7it  under  private  covers.  It  is 

Jirange - s  Jkould  not  have  thafe  aBs 

fent  them  by  which  they  are  liable .  ta 
penalties. 


I  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  lord- 
fnps  (fays  another  * )  that  I  was  left  to 
myfelf  without  any  inJiruBions  or  direc¬ 
tions  from  your  right  honourable  boardy  to 
guide  me  through  this  wUdernefs.  Tour 


IV  s 


'  See  letter  to  Mr.  Pownall,  dated  Odbober  26, 

1765- 

’  Sec  letter  to  lords  of  trade,  dated  November  3, 


f 
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'  ■'V 

krdpips  will,  I  hope,  forgive  772e for  fay¬ 
ing,  that  I  eve?!  had  Ttot  the  coTnmoii  no¬ 
tice  of  there  being  fuch  an  a6l,  as  it  has 
never  been  fent  to  nie. 


■  I  am^  7ny  lords,  (thcfe  are  the  words 
of  a  third  ‘  )  under  great  difficulties,  'with 
refpedl  to  the  jlamp-aB ;  not  having  to 
this  day  received  the  adi  of  parliament, 
or  one  /crape  of  a  pen  about  it  •,  nor  is 
any  ft a^hp -paper  or  officer  yet  arrived 
here.  was  eight  days  after  the 

day  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
a£tY  I  fear,  my  lords,  there  has  been  an 
omiftion  jotne'ivhere  relative  to  this  matter, 
'ivhich  embarrajfes  me  greatly. 


And,  to  omit  feveral  others  of  the 
fame  kind,  even  fo  late  as  the  13th  of 
November  a  correfpondent  “  writes  thus 
to  the  Board  of  T rade  We  are  indeed 
particidarly  circumftanced  in  this  province 

'  O  "with 

\ 

'  See  letter,  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
9,  1765. 

“  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Novembe;; 

13’  17^5*  . 
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‘loiih-  regafj  to  the  J}a7np-aSi  ;  for  evefi 
tj  there  ^jous  no  oppoftion  given  to'it,  it 
Could  not  be  put  tn  force.,  as  no  conDntfion 


or  inJlruSitotis for  thepurpofe  are  yet  come  to 
bai'id,  iffent  from  England ;  and  •without 
them  the'perjon  'nominated  dijlributor  of 
fta?nps  could  not  be  qualified  to  execute  the 
office,  vveTe  he  fo  inclined. 


But  bare  o'fScial  inflru6lions  were  not 
the  only  ones  which  the  occafions  and 
the  applicati-ons  of  the  officers  demand¬ 
ed  ;  they  had  hoped,  they  ftill. hoped 
to  receive  the  fupport  and’  authority, 
which  England  alone  could  give  them'j 
and  vvliich  was  thought  as  necelTary  to 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  provinces,  as 
the  dominion  of  Great-Britain. '  So'me 
of  the  'principal  ringleaders  in  the  late 
riots  (fays  a  correfpondent  )  •walk  the 
freet's  with  impunity  ;  '  no  ojfcer  •  dares 
attack  them,  no  attoimey-general profecute 
them,  no  •witnefs  appear  againft  them, 
mid' no' 'judge  ft  upon  them',  fo  tt  muji 


remain 

' 


^  See  letter  to  board  of  tra-de^ 


dated  December 


1765, 


[  m  ] 

rgmahi  until  atker  orders  than  this  go~ 
•vernment  (an  give  Jhall  be  taken. 

By  this  you  may  guefs  (writes  a  perron 
*  of  unfhaken  loyalty  to  England)  what^ 
a  (late  this  goverjiment  is  in  ;  and  it  is 
not  likely  to  mend,  'till  the  power  ai%d  au¬ 
thority  of  Great-Britain  comes  to  our 
relief.  For  this  I  can  quote  a  great  po¬ 
litician  of  this  town,  who  is  now  at  PPew- 
Torky  attending  the  congrcfs  there,  ^his- 
gentleman  (it  is  Mr.  Otis  of  whom  he 
fpeaks)  1  believe,  contiihuted  more 

than  any  .one  man  whatever  to  bring  us 
into  the  fate  of  outlawry  and  confufon  w  e 
are  novo  in,  and  now  begins  to  be  j right en- 
ed  at  it :  before  he  left  this  town,  for 
New-Tork,  he  faid  to  a  gentleman,  ij  the 
government  at  home  do/i  t  very  Joon  Jend 
forces  to  keep  the  province,  they  will  be 
cutting  one  anothers  throats  jrorn  one  end 
to  the  other  of  it. 

O  2  Nothing 

*  See  letter  to  Mr.  Powuall,  dated  Otllpbcr  19, 

17  ^>5’  -  j 
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X ..  ^ 

^'l^ofhtng  can  be  done  here  to  enforce 
obedience  to  this  adt,  (fays  a  correfpon-’ 
dent  on  this  fubjed:)  and  not  brag  lefs 
than  the  wi/dom  of  parliament  can  pro- 
vide  a  remedy  for  this  a5l  of  difobedience. 
dhhe  militia  is  all  the  force  the  refpediive 
governors  on  the  continent  depend  o?iy  upon 
all  emergencies ;  and  experience  has  fhewn  ', 
how  vain  and  fruit  lefs  it  is  to  beat  to  arms, 
when  r.either  officers  or  men  will  or  dare 
appear. 

It  is  not  furprihng  that  the  adminiftraw 
tion  did  not  pay  piore  regard  to  '  thefe 
and  the  like  complaints,  of  which  the 
letters  to  them  are  full,  than  they  had 
done  to  the  other  requiiitions  on  the 
fame  fubjed.  They,  who  would  not 
affift  their  diflreft  and  meritorious  offi¬ 
cers  even  with  infruttions,  cduld  not 
be  expeded  to  fend  the  more  material 
fupport  of  forces.  It  is  true,  that  an 
order  of  the  privy-council  was  made  % 

directing 

y  See  letter  to  lords  of  trade,  dated  Odtober  5, 
1765. 

-  ^  Sec  Order  of  council,  dated  St.  Jamesls,  Oftoi; 
ber  23,  1765. 


direiling;  ‘That  orders  fiould  be,givenH9 
the  commanders  of  the  land  and  Jea  forces^ 
in  America,  for  their  concurrence  aitd  qf~^, 
ffcance  in  Jupprefng  riots,  'when  called 
upon  by  the  governors  for  that  purpofe  : 
and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  lords,  of 
the  treafury  ordered  a- circular  letter  to 
be  written  to  the  governors,  direding 
them  to  afiiil;  in  the  collection  of 
the  ilamp-duty,  and  to  fee  that  the  re¬ 
venue  received  no  damage  :  an  inflruc- 
tion  exactly  equal  in  eihcacy  with  that 
ejehortation,  which  the  inquif  tors  give 
with  fo  much  charity  to  the  civil  magif- 
trate,  to  take  care  of  the  unhappy  vic¬ 
tim,  whom  they  have  themfelves  de¬ 
voted  and  doomed  to  deftruCtion.  It  is 

impoffible  to  read  the  f - y’s  letter  of 

the  24th  of  October  (fee  Appendix, 
No.  4.)  and  not  be  fenfible,  that  the 
governors  mufl  have  feen  it  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  miniltry  that  force  fliould 
not  be  employed ;  and  that  they  muft 
expeCt  therefore  to  anfwer.  in  their  own 
perfons  for  everyiatal,  though  accidental 
(ponfequence,  which  might  attend  the 
■  .  '  -  u  employ- 
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employing  it ;  under  thefe  circtun-*’ 
ftances  there ,  was ,  danger  that  the 
governors  thould  call ,  upon  ,\the  com¬ 
manders  for  an.  ^illlance  to  their  efforts, 
the  fuccefs  of  which  gave  them  nothing 
to  hope,  while  the  mifcarriage  left  them 
every  thing  to  fear. 

f  •  ' 

The  adminiftration  had,  however,  a 
ftill  ftronger  fecurity  that  tbt  occurrences 
in  America  fliculd  not  be  interrupted 
by  force.  They  thought  thar, ,  on  that 
continent  a  number  of  hien,  equal  to 
the  exigence,  could  not  be  aiiembled  j 
and  they  determined  that  no  more 
lliould  be  fent  thither.  Of  the  former 
of  thefe  points  the  f - y  had  been  in¬ 

formed  authentically,  as  he  chofe  to 
think,  by  the  commander  in  chief  of 
his  Majefty’s  forces  in  America  j  this 
appears  by  the  anfwer  which  he  returns 
to  that  OiBcer;  ’  efpecially  conjiderlng 
vobat  you  fay  of  the  difficulty,  or  rather  . 
mpojjibility  of  drawing  any  conjidcrablc 

number 

^  ■  -  *  '  ^  -  i  -  1  "  -  ' 

^  .  -  -  •  ^  ^  ^  *  -v  y  -  At  ,  -  J  A.  , 

a  Sec  Appendix^  No.  5. 
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mimher  of  men  together ;  and  of  the  im-- 
praBicability  of  attempting  any  thing  by 
force,  in  the  prefent  difpoftion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  without  a  refpedlable  body  of  troops. 

It  will  perhaps  appear,  by  a  perufal 
of  thofe  letters  from  the  commander  ia 
chief,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
collediion  of  papers  made  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that  of  the  impofibility  oi  Aveming 
a'  confiderable  number  of  men  together 
He  fays  nothing  :  he  fays  the  forces  are 
greatly  fcattered  and  divided  over  that 
vaft  continent,  that  a  jundlion  might 
be  prevented  by  the  frofl:,  &c.  but  a 
minifter  who  had  wiflied  to  adl  with 
vigour,  might  have  given  orders  to  adt 
if  the  junction  could  be  made  ;  and  if 
thele  orders  had  been  given,  they  had 
been  executed  j  for  a  fubfequent  letter ", 
informed  the  f — — y,  that  -joo  men, 
which  in  that  country  is  a  refpedlable ' 
b6dy"^6f  troops,  could  be 

■  .^i'v,5UV\ 

<>  Sec  letter  to  Mr.  C — ^y,  dated  December  21, 
1765. 


brought'  to 

'adt; 
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whenever  the  governors  fhould  re-* 
quire  them.  ■  ' 

■t 

But  if  the  f - y  really  underftood 

general  Gage  as  ftating  an 'impoffibility 
of  drawing  "together  a  number  of  men 
fufficient  to  attempt  any  thing  by  force# 
it  ought  to  have  been  to  him  the  ftrong- 
eft  motive  for  fending  thither  fuch  an 
affiftance  as  might  be  equal  to  the  occa- 
flon.  So  far  were  the  miniftry  from 
'attending  to  this,  fo  far  from ‘  fending 
to  the  continent  an  augmentation,  that 
they  prevented  that  increafe  of  force' 
wmich  the  common  rnilitary  rotation 
would  have  carried  thither.  For  the 
time  was  now  coming  when  the  regi¬ 
ments,  which  whereon  duty  in  that'part 
of  the  world,  were  to  be  relieved  Ky 
thofe  from  Ireland.  About  2500  men 
are  carried  to  America  for  this  purpofej., 

.  aad  as  the  regiments  which  have  paffed 
the  dated  time  of  their  Tcrvice  there, 
are  at  the  fame  time  drawn  down  to  tKe 
coaft  for  embarkation,  the  ju  notion  of 

tlieh 
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thefe^  which  might  have  been  made  in 
any  place  mofi:  proper  lor  the  lervice, 
would  have  formed  a  body  of  near  5000 
men>  ready  and  able  to  have  reduced 
the  revolting  provinces  to  obeaience  : 
this  refource  was  ftopped  under  thole 
pretences^  which  in  fo  extenlive  a  do-* 
minion  are  never  wanting  >  under  the 
pretence  of  fear  of  fome  tumults  in  Ire¬ 
land,  a  reafon  which  operated  equally 
for  two  or  three  years  together,  thefe 
reiriments  were  detained  from  America, 

o 

where  their  pretence  would  have  re- 
.ftored  fecurity  to  the  officers,  authority 
to  the  laws,  and  fovereignty  to  Great-* 

i  * 

Britain, 

4 

•  •  N 

Theie  were  all  the  fteps  which  the 
miniftry  had  taken  to  execute  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  to  preferve  the 
allegiance  of  America,  before  the  rneet-^ 
.ing  of  parliament.  It  is  true,  that  Mi*. 

C - -y  difpatched  to  America  two 

more  letters  on  the  i  ?th  of  December  : 
But  whoever  reads  them  (tney  are  in 

the  Appendix,  No.  5  and  6)  will --not 
•  p  be 
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be  furprlzed  that  no  credit  is  given  to 
the  writer  of  them  for  any  attempt  to 
quell  by  their  means  the  rebellion  in 
America  •,  though  it  appeared  to  have 
encreafed  both  in  extent  and  danger 
from  the  24th  of  October  to  the  time  at 
which  they  were  written ;  for  they  are 
addrell'ed  only  to  one  province,  they 
contain  even  lefs  than  his  former  dif- 
patches,  and,  in  fail,  refer  to  them  as 
containing  fully  his  Majefty’s  fentiments 
and  commands. 

r. 

All  the  intelligence  has  now  been  laid 
together,  which  was  received  after  the 
24th  of  Odober,  1765,  and  prior  to 
the  meeting  of  the  parliament ;  and 
none  has  been  produced,  which  was 
received  after  the  Houfe  of  Commons- 
had  taken  this  matter  into  their  con- 
hderation.  For  by  thefe  means  the 
reader  is  enabled  to  compare  the  intelli¬ 
gence  with  the  conduft  of  the  admlnif- 
tration ;  and  to  determine  in  what  de¬ 
gree  they  merit  his  approbation  or  ceri- 
fure,  as  mihifters  entrufted  with  the 


execu- 


thofe  who 
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execution  of  the  laws  of  their  country  :,, 
a  point  very  different  from  that,  which 
is  afterwards  to  be  confidered,  the  great 
queftion  of  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-adt  j 
and  to  be  determined  upon  very  diffe¬ 
rent  grounds.  If  the  ad:  was  repealed 
upon  juft  reafons,  it  will  not  follow 
that  the  condud  of  the  miniftry,  before 
the  repeal,  was  either  wife  or  honeft : 
it  is  even  part  of  their  crime  that  their 
condud  had  been  fuch  as  to  make  the 
repeal 'appear  neceffafy  to 
repealed  it.  For,  from  the  intelligence 
which  has  been  produced,  it  appears, 
that  they  had  not  only  omitted  to  exe¬ 
cute  thofe  claufes  for  the  relief  of  the 
Americans  which  muft  have  facilitated- 
the  reception  of  the  ftamp-ad ;  but 
even  to  fend  thofe  efneial  inftrudions 
without  which  it  was  impoffible  that 
ad  lliould  be  executed  at  all :  they  had 
feen  the  laws  of  Great-Britain,  not  on- 
ly  the  law  in  queftion,  but  thofe  of  cuf- 
toms  and  police  violated  and  reieded; 

jgnw  '  / 

her  ofheers  inful  ted  j  her  authority  con- 

i'i  '  '  1‘  ft,  ■  c  *  ■  •  ■■ 

temned  j  and  her  government  duTolvcd 

-j!  -  JJ.  1  /.•  ■  _  •  ,  .  ,,  . 

r  2  while 
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.'While.the  independence  of  the  colonics 
Wa's  aflerted  'by -  popular -publications, 
provincial  affemblies,  and  the  ftill  rnore 
dangerous  flep  of  open  refiftance  :  they 
had  iooked.on,  while  to  maintain  this 
maependence,  an  American  fenate  was 
formed,  which  might  receive  the  reve* 
ence  due  to  the  parliament  of  England’? 
and,wliiie  a  regulai'- force  was  embodied 
to  fupport  their  pretenfiOns  ?  and  in^ 
dead  of  citeckingi  fo  dangerous  and  en- 
creafing  a  revolt  in  its  firfl:  and  feeble 
beginnings,  they  had  continued  -and 
encreafed  thefe  evils  by  their  negledt  and 
connivance ;  and  that  they  rpight,  by 
repealing  the  adf,  detrad;  from  the  me- 
rits  of  the  preceding  miniftry,  effed  an 
union  withMr.Pitt,  andfecure  their  own 
continuance  in  office,  they  had  facriliced 
the  reputation,  empire,  aiid  interefts 
of  Great-Britain,  ■  ’  ' 


J  n  w  j  i 


\ 

■  It  is  impoffible  not  to  fee  that  this 
was  their  defigna  becaufe  their  cdncfuft 
was  fuch  as  could  be  produced  by  ho 
Qther  motives?  and  was  the'feveffe*  of 


t 
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which  was  idi<Stated  by  common 

prudence’. and  .;a  rjegard  .for  their  own 
reputation  and  fafetyj  becaufe  it  was 
;foretold,to  them,  both,  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  officers  and  by  the  board  of  trade, 
that  .,  thofe  dreadful  effects  which  did 
ibllow.in  Americaj  would  be  the  con- 
fequences.of.that  conduft}  and  becaufc 
top,  at  the  period  we  now  fpeak  of, 
the  ineeting  of  the  parliament,  they  ac¬ 
tually;  did  apply  them  to  that' purpofe. 

-Lr.L  -•■•i’.  - 

In  faft,  all  the.  motives  which  had 

i  ‘  .  >  -  -  “  * 

hitherto  influenced  them  to  this  conduft 

^  ^  ^  * 

were  increafed  in  ftrength  :  the  tenure 
>y-  which,  they  held  their  offices  was 
gi'Qwn  diii  more  precarious ;  the  hand 
which  .  had  planted  could  -no  longer 
proteft  them }  and  deftitute  as  they 
were  of  reputation,  e:^’perience  or  abi¬ 
lity,’  and  looking  round  with  anxious 
difmay  in  fearch  of  fome  fupport,  they 
faw  none  but  in  the  deftrudtion  of  .the 
meafures  of  their  predeceflbr,  and  in 
,an  union  with  the  great  commoner. 
^'J’hat  ijcntieman  ‘  had  retained  fome  de- 


[  ”4  ] 

gree  of  popularity,  for  he  was  not  yet 
a  peer ;  this  would  give  4hem  an  ap-» 
pearance  at  leaft  -uf  ftrength;  and  he 
was  fufficientiy  converfant  in  biifmefs, 
to  free  them  from  the  ridiculous  diftrefs 
of  being  obliged  to^alk  affiftance  from 
every  one  whom  chance  threw  in  <>,4heir 
way. ,  But  au  approximation  to  this 
perfon  was  .not  eafy ;  fome  of  them  had 
forfaken  hiniy  and  given  him  reafoh 
for  that  mixture  of  con-tempt  and  dillike 
which  he  exprelTed  pretty  freely  of  them 
all but  he  had  declared  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  fl;amp-a<3: ;  they  approached 
him  with;  that  total  fubmiffibn  to  his’ 
fentiments,  which  feldom  fails  of  plea-i ' 
fing,  they  entreated  his  protedlion,  ^his' 
intereft  required  that  all  the  capital  mea- 
fures  of  the  former  miniftry  fould  he  ‘ 
thought  “Wrong :  he  gave  them  therefore  ' 
his  afTiflance  on  this  queftion,  whicK 
was  fo  interefting  to  them  as  minifters  j 
and  ,  their  fubfequent  behaviour  has 
gained  it  in  a  dill  greater  degree ;  he 
has  confented  to  an  union  with'-'them  j 
and  England,  if  fhe  has  loft  America 


5  ] 

•  \  --'V'  .  .  .  .  . 

by  this  minifterial  intrigue,  is  fb  happy 

as,to  have  purchafed,  by  that  fmall  facri- 
iice,  an  adminiftration  compofed  of 
lord  C . m  and  his  adopted  children. 


[ 


I  I 


^od  fi  non  aliam  venture  fata  Neroni 

Inventre  viam - -  ^ 

- - - Coelumque  fuo  fervire  tonanti 

Non  nift  feevorum  potuit  poji  bella  gigantum^ 
fam  nihil  O  fuperi  querimuryfeekra  ipfa  nefafquc 
Hdc  mercede^  placent. 

But,  notwithftanding  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  this  powerful  auxiliary,  the 
miniftry  were  well  aware,  that  if  the 
queftion  was  to  be  debated  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  ofjuftice,  policy,  or  public  ad¬ 
vantage,  they  could  have  no  hopes  of 
fuccefs.  Nothing  therefore  remained 
but  to  purfue  thofe  meafures  which  they 
had  pradlifed  fo  long,  and  in  which 
their  American  friends  had  given  them 
fuch  effedlual  afiiflance  i  and  to  apply 
to  the  fears  of  thofe,  whofe  judgments 
they  could  not  hope  to  convince. 


-I  . 

.  w  ^ 
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V  .  f  ^ 

‘I he, American  merchant  's  had  'written  % 
dry  goods  may  be  fent  out  to  them, 
■anlej's  the Jlamp'-aSi  is  repealed ;  andfome 
go  Jo  far  as  to  Jay, .  that  they  'will  not  pay 
their  debts  but  upon  that  condition, 


c£ 


l!his  fcheme  (fays  a  very  intelligent 
'^corr'efpondent)  is  calculated  folely  to 
influence  the  people  in  'England-,  and Jhould 
it  be  executed,  the  people  in  America  'will 
pay  mi  extravagant  price  for  old  moth- 
eaten  goods,-  and  fuch  as  the  merchants 
coidd  not  othcrwije  fell.  .  ’The  merchants 
may  like-wife  have  vie-ws  of  getting  goods 
an  that  cafe  from  Holland  and  other  foreign 
^parts,  'while,  the  Mob  can  deter  the  ciiflom- 
houfe  officers  from  attempting  to  do  th'eir 


'  ^They  home  'wrote  many  '  letters  to  their 

correfpondeut-s  in  England,  in  'which  they 
■  '  '  ■  '  .  ' ''  '  throw 


>  ¥ 


v  v/5  ,See.  letter  to  Mr*  C — ~-y>  dated  November  s, 

.1765-  .■ 

ijl  A  4  ■  ^ 
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o^Sec  paper  endofta  In  a  Tetter  to  Mr.  C-.—y, 
■dat^Decem'Ber  " 

"'-•^■See  letter  to  Mr.  C- — y,  dated  Decetaberat, 

1765. 
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throw  the  blame  upon  the  unruly  populace 
magnifying  the  force  and  determined  refo^ 
lution  of  the  people  to  oppofe  the  ey.ecution 
of  the  law  by  every  means ;  with  a  view 
to  terrify  and  frighten  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  into  a  repeal  of  the  adl.  And  the 
merchants  having  countermanded  the  goods 
they  had  wrote  for,  unlefs  it  was  repealed, 
they  make  no  doubt  that  many  trading 
towns  and  principal  merchants  in  London 
■will  ajjijl  them  to  acebmplijh  their  ends. 


Their  expedlations  were  well  ground¬ 
ed  ;  many  trading  towns  and  principal 
merchants  in  London  did  aflift  them  to 
accomplilh  their  ends  ;  but  the  miniftry 
took  the  lead,  and  employed  for  this 
•purpofe  every  engine  in  their  power : 
every  body  remembers  the  induftry  vvith 
which  all  their  writers  and  orators  of 
every  lhape  and  fize  endeavoured  to  de¬ 
preciate  the  rights  of  Great-Britain  j 
and  to  exalt  the  privileges  of  the  free¬ 
born,  virtuous  and  independent  Ame- 
•  ricans ;  their  unioii  and  their  flrength 
Were  reprefented  as  irrefiflible,  and, their 
>  '  ein- 


/■! 


[  iiS  ] 

employing  thefe  in.  reliflancc  to  the 
Englilh  parliament  praifed  as  heroic. 

<■  When,  it  was  hoped,  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  prepared  by  thefe  de¬ 
clamations,  petitions  were  foilieited  by 
their  agents  from  fuch-  of  the  manufac¬ 
turing  towns  as  they  could  hope  to  in¬ 
fluence  ;  a  regular  Ibciety  of  American 
merchants  in  London  was  formed  for 
this  among  other  purpofes-;  this  focietyj 
fupported  and  alhfted  by  government, 
became  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  claim  at 
length  the  fuperiority  3  they  dbta’ned 
dt  I  and  the  counfels  of  the  kingdom 
were  guided,  not  by  the-enlarged  maxims 
'of  general  policy,  not  by  confiderations 
■even  of  permanent  and  extenfive  com¬ 
mercial  interefts,  but  by  the  temporary 
'  and  partial  views  of  a  junto  of  interefted 
traders  held  at  a  tavern.  Now  that 

the  ferment  raifed  on  this  occafion  has 

\ 

■  fubfided,  one  can  Icarcely  believe  this 
•  fadf,  though  fo  recent  and  tiuthentic-; 
‘or  that  fuch  means  and  ihftrunjent-S 

■  fhouid  produce,  as  they  did  produce, 

■  n  -  the 


I 


r,  JI9  ]' 

tlie  repeal  of  the  ftamp-aft.  For  it  was: 
in  vain  that,  to  the  popular  panic,  every 
argument  was  oppofed,  which  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  juftice,  of  the  conlfitution,  of 
policy,  even  of  intereft  could  furnifli. 
It  was  in  vain  that  thofe,  who  were  fo 
unpopular  as  to  defend  the  caufe  of 
Great-Britain,  urged  that  the  ftamp-adt 
had  palled  upon  the  mcll  general  and 
acknowledged  grounds  of  Whig  policy, 
that  fupport  on  the  part  of  the  fubjedl, 
is  due  in  return  for  protedion  on  the 
part  a  of  government;  that  taxation 
Ihouid  be  extended  over  all  the  parrs  of 
a,  ilate,  in  proportion  to  the  reiaViVe 
ability,  found  in  each.  If,  faid  they, 
we  examine  the  arguments  by  which  the 
Americans  would  prove  their  right  of 
exemption,  we  ihuii  fee  that  the  admif- 

lion  of  them  diuolves  at  once  the  con- 

^  • 

flitution  of  our  country  :  if  the  legiila- 
ture  has  no  power  but  over  thofe  who 
vote  for  the  eledion  of  the  members 
yvhich.form  one  part  of  it,  not  only  all 
,ptir  polfellions  in  Alia,  Africa  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  are  exempted  from  any  obedience 
,s-ni  ■  Qja  to 


L"  F20  J 

to  tlie  laws  of  trade?  i'eventte  arid  police," 
pafl'ed  in  England;  but  even- nineteen- 
tweiitieths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great-’ 


Britain  are  releafed  from  their  fubjec- 
tion  ;  and  entituled  to  return  to  that 
favage  freedom  on  which  every  reftric- 
tivc  law  is  an  ufurpation.  ‘But  it  is  not 
from 'its  abfurd  and  perniciotis§cdrife-r 
diiences  alone  that  we  prove  the’falfe? 
Kobd  of  this  maxim  ;  it  proceeds  from 
an  Ignorance  of  the  nature  and  powers 
of  our  conftitution.  The  Commons  of 


Great-Britain,  alTerribled  in  parhament, 
are  not  only  the  repreferitafives^^of  the 
counties  and  boroughs who’  depute 
them,  but  of  all  the  commons  of-’' the 
realm  ;  they  are  entrufted  with  the  in- 
terefts,  appointed  to  guard  the  liberties, 
rpl  1  p  VP  the  burthens,  and  redrefs  the 


grievances  of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  there 
is^rio  part  of  it  but  is' entituled  to  their 
protedion,  there  is  none  therefore  -which 
is  exemoted  from  their  authority'/  the 
contrary  dodrine'  diminifhes^  theit" uti¬ 
lity,  degrades  thelri  charader,  aiid  ta- 

duces  them  from  the  "honourable  and 

ex  ten  five 


extensive  office  of,  being  the  -guardian^; 
and“.GOunfellors  of  a  whole  kingdom, 
to  that  of  burgoniafters  for  a  petty,; 
fometimes  an  unhihabitedborough.  It 
is  one  of  the  firft  duties  ^  of  thofe  to, 
whom  this  important  trufh  is  committed 
to  execute  it,  and  efpecially  that  un- 
pleafing,  but  neceffary  part  of,  it  _thc 
power  of  taxation,  in  the  moft, impar¬ 
tial  manner  :  it  is  this  alone  which  call 
induce  the  fubjedt  to  bear  with  padence 

i.  ,  ' 

the  burthen  of  impofts,^ :  \yill  you  not 
then  betray  the  trull  of  your  conditu- 
ents,  ifyou  fuffer  any  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  force  an.  exemption  from  thole 
taxes  which  .the  public  exigencies  re¬ 
quire  to,be  impofed  on  the  whole  ;  and 
will  you  not  dellroy  that  confidence  on 
which  all  government  is  founded  ? 


The  diflindtions  which  have  been 


made  on  this  fubjedl  are  not  well 
grounded  j  ,  %he  parliament  has  the  rigJjt 
cf  impojing- external,  not  internal  aiitiesj 
and  it  will  be  proper  to  lay  on  thy  Ameri¬ 
cans  erjery  burthen  which  the  hand  df 


-■i  \ 


”  V 


power 


.  / 


[  122  ] 

power  can  impofe,  if  they  Jhould  attempt 
to  become  nianufaSlurers.  Tliefe  fenti- 
ments  have  been  delivered  and  received 
ss  maxims ;  but  the  difference  between 
the  riglit  of  impofing  internal  and  exter¬ 
nal  duties  is  merely  imaginary,  grounded 
on  no  principle  of  juftice  or  policy, 
contradidory  to  the  claims  of  the' Ame¬ 
ricans,'  whofe  refohitions  '  afert  their 
exemption  from^  all  duties  7iot  impofed  by 
themfelves 2.nd  is  treated  as  an  idle 
diftindion  by  Mr.  Otis,  the  chofen 
champion  of  American  privileges.  The 
other  maxim,  that  of  forbidding  manu¬ 
factures,  feems  a  much  greater  and  lefs 
juftifiable  infringement  of  the  rights 
claimed  by  the  Americans,  than  the 
impofing  on  them  a  tax  for  their  own 
defciice,  is  v/ith  difficulty  to  be  refolved 
into  any  principle  but  that  of  power; 
and  muff;  be  very  uncei  tain  in  its  extent 
and  operatioii ;  whereas  that  of  the 
ftamp-aCl  is  founded  in  jufli.ee,  and  of 
certain  and  acknowledged  extent  and 
application. 

-  .  .  The 

*  f  See  Appendix,  No.  7  .nnd  14. 
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'The  ability  of  America,  to  faife  this 
proportion  of  the  fum  neceflary  for  their 
own  defence,  admits  of  no  doubt  j  ‘the 
preffure  of  debt  upon  them,  of  which,* 
as  of  a  popular  topic,  they  have  made 
fome  ufe,  was  at  the  end  of  the  war 
not  quite  2,600,000  / :  it  is  already  re¬ 
duced  ’  to  about  767,000  4  and  the 
greater  part  of  this  will  be  paid  oit  in 
two  or  three  years  by  funds  provided  for 
that  purpofe.  The  whole  fum  expefted 
to-  be  raifed  by  the  ftamp-duty  was 
100,000  /  a  year  ;  the  repartition  of 
this  upon  1,500,000  people,  at  which 
the  loweft  computation  eifimates  the 
prefent  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
would  not  draw  from  each  perfon  more 
than  half ‘the  value  of  a  day’s  labour  in 
America.  England  has  even  furnifhed 
them  with  refources  to  raife  the  revenue 
fhe  has  required ;  the  bounties  given  to 
them  on  two  or  three  articles  alone 
would  enable  them  to  fupport  the  new 
impofitions;  and  the  increafe  of  the 
eftablifhments  there  furniflies  them 
with  another  fund,  which  a,lone  wqu}d 

more 


ibalmce*"  the  account  is 
'ftiffi6ie’nt-to  metffion  this,  for  it  is  not  on 
'i -this' groQnd  that  the -Americans  wiih  to 
^  ft  and ;  they  do  not  plead  poverty,' -but 
'-privilege  j  p  and  have-refted  their.caufe, 
not  upon  their  inability  to  fupport,  ^but 
their  right  of  exemption  from  an  Eng- 

tHYl  "  ■  1’’''^  4  r ’ ! tr  .••'a 

VvV/k  •  tf  In  *1  ■'  -4---  ^  \ 
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-i^'scThe,  manner,’  in  which  the  rehftance 
has  been  exerted,  vproyes.  ftill,  more 
ftrongly  the  neceffity  of  oppofing  it 
i^wich'firmnefs.i^  Riots  in  the( capitals  of 
,,  .the  provinces,  ,,  perfonal^attacks^^Vpn  opr 
i. '•officers,  ,  jnfultS:  on  purxgpy^rnment, 

>,1  thefe,  are  the  adlions  by  which^hey  have 

*•  * 

fVacconipanied  ’and  fuppprted  .thofe.>refo- 

■  i*  f  ■»  »  -1  A  '  '  ‘  ^  V  .1  -• 

(  lotions .  of  .their  affembliesA which  dif- 
clainied^  our  authority.,  Xhp  niiniilry, 
partial  as  they  are  to  the  Americans, 
‘haTe'themfelves.  ackno wledgedn  thlt  in 
•"'thefe  circumftances  it  wouldn  bo  -  .4il- 

*9 

.grioe'ful,  '^and  it.is.dmnoffiblelloi  r 


thb-.  ad:.  -Readjr'ins.the  .dilpa|€hes  ,  ^f 
.  Mr.^  C--4~y^'.-vvho.wUlnot  be.fufpe^p^ 
oEatlerting  thetrights.,o£‘,iCt^>itv^jH,4bi 
'» ;  'it 


KT 
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in'tooihigh  a  tone,  this  point  deter- 
,  mined,  i I  He  directs  the  officers  .to 
tprefent  to  them  the  dreadful  copfequences 
that  muji  inevitably  attend-  the  forcible 
'and  violent  .refiftance  to  adis  of  the  Mritijh 
■parliament t  v.  ;i. 


^  ‘  ‘  #<  4  A  .  ^  ^  'r'.  '  ^  ^  ''J  i  i  ^  -  ■-  4  #' 

He  aflures  them  that  his  Majefiy  can~ 
not  permit  bis  own  dignity  and  the  autho¬ 
rity'  of  the  Britifo .  legifiature  to  be  tram¬ 
pled  on  by  force  and  violence^  '>  'Cif 

'  UltlO'jfjw  .  i 

■  liheither  will  his  Majefiy  undoubtedly 
fubmitf-  -or  his  fervants  advfe,  under  any 
'circumfiances,  that  the  ■  refpedl  which  is 
’  due  ioparliamenti  and  which  is  necefi'ary 
for  the  -general  good  of  the  whole  BritiJJo 
empire y  ^jhould  any  where  be  made  a 
facrifice  to  local  and  dangerous  prejudices. 

*  ‘  '  ‘a  .r  .v  .  ■  '  V,  r  ;  1  y  ;  ,  ■‘V 

'From  the'time  of  writing  the  fe  letters, 
the  difrefpedt  to  parliament,  the*  vio¬ 
lent  refiftance  to  adts  of  the  Britifti  legi- 
^  fiature, 'and  thofe  outrages,  by  which 
they fw  ere  fupported>  have,  been  conti- 
* ‘jiuaily-  eicreafing}  .the  dilgrace  there¬ 
in  fore 


\ 
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fore  and  the  danger  are  proportionaHy 
encreafed,  and  thofe  fentiments; which 
then  animated  him'are  ftrengthencd  too  i 
it  is  impoffibl'e  therefore  that  the  minif- 
try  can;’  v/ithout  adfing  in  direft  ^con-^ 
tradidfion  to  themfelves  as '  'welPas  td 
their  duty,  propofe  that  the  refpedl  due 
to  parliament  fliould  be ’made  a  faerifiee 
to  local  and  dangerous  prejudices.  To 
make  this  facrifice  will  detei*  both  fu-* 
tiire  minifters  from  forruing- any  fchemes 
for  the  public  utility,  which  may  ex- 
pofe  them’  to  be  'fae'rificed  to'^combina-* 
tions  of  private  irifereft,  the  clamoufof 
multitudes,'  or  the  malice  of  fa’dtio»  j 
and‘ future  officers  from  executing'' adts 
of  parliament,  for  and  in  that  country  ; 
and  will  contribute  to  the  fuceefs  of  the 
defign  which. the  moft  defperate  of  the 
colonilfs  have  formed  to  make  Great- 
Britain  contemptible,  by  extorting  a  re¬ 
peal  of  an  aB  of  parliament' durmf  an  ac¬ 
tual  refiftance  to  its  execUtidn  l  a ’repeal 

^  ’X 

which  will  either  abrogate  in  ’’  effect  all 
other  laws  and  ’ffatutes  relating  to  buf 
'colonies  j  or  ilt' Icait  greatly  "encreafe 

“  the 
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ther, difficulty  of  enforcing  them,  as  well, 
as^poftpoae  ^k  to  a  feafon,  when  the 
krength  of /the  colonies  as  well  as  their 
claims  of  independence  being  augment- 
ed,  thej-fitualions  and  ydifpofitions  too 
of  the;  ol|ie^  po\yers  of  Europe  ,.may  be 
filch  aSgto-render  the  contek  far.,,  more 

A 

gangerpus-  ■  ,  '  >■ 

•  ^  Thefe,  and  the  other  arguments, 
whichowere  drawn  from  all  the  great 
and  yintereking  topics  ,with  which  the 
fubjeik.  abounds,  were  fcareely  heard, 
forxit-was-reaibn  only  which  fpo'ke  :  the 
tumult  of  popular  fear  expreked  itfelf 
iif  louder  terms,  and  was  more  attended 
to. ,  The  Americans  had  withdrawn 
their  commiffions  ;  they  threatened  to 
withhold  the  payment  of  their  debts ; 
the  firk  of  thefe  was  an  illegal  and  hof- 
tile  combination  •  to  dikrefs  our  manu- 
fafturers, '  a  kep  rather  allowable  in  an 
equal  when  in  a  kate  •  of  war,  than  in 
fubjedls  who  pretend  to  be  in  peace : 
thedak  ,was  fuch  a'breach  p(  private 
faith  as- is  not  pradlifed  even  in  tinie  of 

R  2  war 
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war  bej^een  jealous  jcommcrcial  Fwals-y 

them  ^eans  which  would- 

always  be  in  the  ^powerf  of  the  Amerj-;:; 

cans  to  ufe,  and^wouid  hereafter, be  tc-' 

curred  to  with  ^  an  ^afTurance  o^fuccefe ;  - 
and  yet  thefe  Ji^eafohs,.,|\jhich3jwould- 
have  made  it  difgracefui  and  unwife  tOr, 
have  given  wayhn  an  indifferent  matter,-, 
operated  fo  flrongly  on  the  multitude^ 
that  they  perfwaded  them  we  ought' to 
rebede  in  the  jufteft  caufe,  and, from 
the  llrongeff  ground.  Petitions,- were 
obtained,  the  inanufaiturers , .  excited, 
the  merchants  clamorous,  the  minif-  j, 
try,  ,  interefled  and  fa<ffious,„',  direct-,, 
ed  to  their  own  purpofes  the,  rehlf-.. 

t  ^^1  amours  whiclr^  they  had 
raifed;  and  the  legillature,  with  acon- 
delcertfion  '  to  popular  alarnv  ,  and  ,  a^ 
lenity-tp  the  colonies  Which'^clemands 
the’  ampleft  returns  of  eratitude  and 

^  ;  n  V'  1  -  ■  *  " 

obedience,  paffed  a  bill  for  the  ..repeal 

of  the-flamp-act. 


Dj>  . 


» 

^he  conduSi  of  the  late  adminiji ration 
has*’ how  been  ffated  from  authentic 

^  ^  "  "  vouchers. 


:cr2r^df:£i^'' 


voucht'fs is^'^ime^tC)  ^ex’affiiji'e 
rrfd'itls  of  itrwith‘ Tegard'^to  tHt  'ichDwfij^" 

to  ^Affi^Pica;  and  td^Great-Bf ^ 
fpeak-lfig  6f  that^adniiniftrationi'  I  wbS^ 
be  undet-ftbod  to  fpeaik  generally ;  Tdo^ 

not  pretend*  to  be  informed  By  wKa^pai'G- 

of  if*  the  ^  counfel  s’  "were' '  pi  an  n  e  d  *i  t^'i  * 
therefore  left  to  them  to  divide  iii  the ' 
proper  proportions  that  praife  to, which  ,, 
the  public  lhall  thiiilc  them  entituledV,’ 
If  the  1-^^- — j  for  the  f  ■— -  n  department  .,, 
was  only  the  hand,  I  defire  to  charge,^ 
him-  oiiiy  with  being  the  hand ;  thou-'.  h^ 
to  the  iVate  he  is  accountable  for  the  . 


plahTbf  thOf^cdunfels  by  which  his  de\" 
p^aitment  is  conduced  :  a  weight  which 
he  has  g^2.t  prudence  and  caution  ^ 
contrived;  if  it  be  poffible,  to.  fliift  011 , 
other  Moulders,  by  a  iT:ratagem,e^aftly i 
equal  with  tliat  of  a  much  fatter. com-?  ^ 
rhaiider,  whoprudently^withdrew  when 

^  f  ij  3  ?-■  j  1 7.  .  -----  -•  ^ 

ne  naa  /ea  his  r ^^gcLiiiu^ns^  wkere^ 
might  be  peppered.  ' 


t  C  -  -•  -N 


>»T  •N 


^a-'utnfe 
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A4uuct- r€2:afda 


^  never  be  mixed 

amid 
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amid  the  tumult  of  patty  contefts  ;  and 
which  i  mention  with  reluctance  though 
it  is  to  recall  to  it  that  reverence  which 
is  its  due,  and  which  the  behaviour  of. 
the  late  adminiitration  has  tendeii  fo 
much  to  diminifli.  It  is  the  great  ad¬ 
vantage  which  limited  and  mixed  mo¬ 
narchies  have  over  thofe  of  a  more  def- 
potic  caft,  that  in  them  there  are^fo 
many  intermediate  fuborciinate  powers 
between  the  kmg  and  his  people,  that 
the  love  and  reverence,  which  for  the 
public  good  it  is  expedient  he  Ihould 
p  lilhls,  may  always  be  retained^to  him,; 
To  this  end  it  is  necelfary  that  the  mria 

k 

vate  fentiments  of  the  monarch  fhould 
not  be  quoted  at  all ;  and  that  thofe  iof 
his  eharacter  ihould  be  expixffed  with'a 
rnc)deratipn  and  dignity  equally  removed 
from  the  vehemence  of  any  party,-:  that 
be-  may  continue  to  all  the^^objedt-  o.f 
vefncration.  ^The  late  ,  adminidratioa, 
offended  agaipft  both  thefe  parts- of  their 
dytyras  miniilers^,,  tr 


.r\  .  ■ 
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Vi1^  a  w- 
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J  It  would  perhaps  be  unjiift  to*^  re~ 
proach  them  with  the  effeminate,  un¬ 
certain,  "^and  even  ungrammatical  ex- 
preffions  in  which  they  cloath  the'fen- 
timents  which  they  attribute  to  their 
fovereign ;  fo  different  from  that  plain 
and  natural  ftyle  which’  ought  to  con¬ 
vey  the  commands  of  an  Engliflr  king  ; 
becaufe  it  is  probable  that  they  ufed  on 
this  occalion  the  beft  expreflions  in  their 
power.- ' 

JL  . 

But  tKey  are  to  be  told,  that  to  de- 
fcribe  their" mailer 'as  fiirprjfed,  and  as 
highly  provoked  (fee  Appendix,  No.-  5 
and  5)  is  not  a  proof  of  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  duties-  of  adminiftration. 
The  prefident  Montefquieu,  when  he 
condemns  this  mixing  of  paflion  with 
the  royal  authority,  which  he  fays 
(Liv,  xii,  chap.  25)  eji  im  grand  rejorty 
qiii  doit  fe  mouvoir  aijement,  &  fans  brtiltf 
could  not  more  exadly  have  deferibed- 
their  difpatehes,  if  he  had  read  them. 
Vn  minijlre  malhabile — ne  J'cait  vous  dirt 
tu  vous  eerire  fi  ce  rieji  qiie  le  prince  tji 

fachi 
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Jilthe,  qtiil  ejl  furprisy  qiiil  tnelfra  cMne. 
The  I'eafon  of  the  impropriety  of  this 
kind  of  ftyle  he  had  giveri  before ^  Dans 
nos  monarchies  toiit^  la  felkitV^ctitijiJlc  dans 
r opinion  que  le  peuple  a  de  la  douceur  du 
gouvernernent .  The  king  is  tne  father 
'  of  his  people,  and  he  views  their  errors 
and  their  crirries  v^ith  that  compaffion 
with  which  parents  regard  me  mifcon- 
dudt  of  their  children  i  it  is  with  re- 

-t.  ■  . 

ludlance  that  he  lifts  his  hand  to  puhilhj 
and  it  is  not  the  being  provoked,  it  is 
the  neceffity  of  preventing  greater  evils, 
it  is  iuftice,  it  is  his  paternal  care  for 
‘  his  obedient  fubiedls,  which  draws  from 
him  any  mark  of  corredlion  and  chaftife- 
meht.  It  is  by  this  charadler  that  he 
preferves  the  reverence  of  his  people, 
*  and  therefore  to  attribute  to  him  thofe 
little  paffiions^  which  may  perhaps  at 
/6me  times,  agitate  the  _minds  of  his 
rhinifters,.  is  to  diminifh  his  dignity, 
the  confidence  which  his  fubjeets  place 
in  him,  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people. 
This  is  fo  felf-evident  that  I  doubt  not 

th 
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m. 


e  1- 


■r-y  himfeif  will  be  the  firft  to 

acknow- 


:t  *33,] 

acknowledge  it ;  arid  to  confefs  that  he 
Coiild^  not,  without '  betraying  equally 
^  the  truth  and  his  duty,  reprefent  his 
tnafter  as  highly  pfot}oked> 

V  •- 

i.  '  . 

»  •  But  this  was  riot  the  only  indance  in 
which  they  niifreprefented  the  fenti- 
^  ments  of  their  fovereign :  vrhen  they 
_  were  to  -influence  by  authority  thofe 
whom  popular  tumult  could  not  terrify 
to  confeiit  to  the  repeal  of  the  damp-ad', 
they  had  recoUrfe  to  the  name  of  the 
i  alTuring  thofe  who  would  hear 
themj  that  the  ■wiflied  it  might 

be  repealedj'  The  part  of  honed  and 
’  afFedidnate  fervants  was  the  very  re- 
Verfe  of  ^'th'is  j  fuppofing  the  meafure 

'  itfelf  to  have  been  jud,  all  mention  of 

> 

that  name  fliould  have  been  fupprefled, 
till, ‘the  fuccefs  of  the  repeal  being  af- 
'  certaihed,  '  the.  wiflies  which  he  ex- 
‘"^preffed  for  the  relief  might  be  held  out 
as  the  objedof  the  gratitude  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  b'iit  to  quote  this  authority,  and  to 
rifque '  thereby  this  reputation  for  the 
'"promotion  "of  their  own  party-purpofes, 

-  was 
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was  a  condi;6t  neither  fuggefted  by  da  tv 
^9(.x  lovereign,  nor  by;  regard  for  the- 
conftitution  :  this  referve  would  have 
been^  ncceffary^  had  the  opinion  of  the 
been  that  which  “^they  attributed 
to  him  ;  but  it  is^certain  that  they  falfi- 
fied  as  well  as  proilituted  the  fentiments 
of  the  — ^ ' :  it  is  certain,  although 
when  contradidled  on  this^fubjedt  by 
thofe  who  could  do  it  witli  authority, 
they  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  dilgrace 
of  this  contradidlionby  an  expedient  bor¬ 
rowed  from  their  only  fchool  of  >ufi- 
nefs,  thofe  clubs  of  gaming  in.  which 
gentlemen  do  not  trail:  the  unwritten 
words  of  gentlemen,  and  demanded  in 
writing  the  words  of  their  fbvereiffn. 

*  »  .  CD  .  -f  ' 

His  words  were  the  genuine  didtates 
of  his  wifdom  and  love  for  his  people; 
careful  of  the  fafety  of  all  his  fubjeds, 
he  wiflied  to  unite  them  all  by  ^the 
bands  of  mutual  fupport,  and  by.  a 
coTnmuiiity  of  duties  as  well  as  of 


ward 


rights.  They  can  claim  no  merit  to- 
s  the  crown,  \N'ho  by  their  artifices 

pre*- 


V, 
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prevented  the  executibn  of  that  royal 
wifli ;  but  muft  with  terror  look  for¬ 
ward  to  that  hour,  for  it  will"  come, 
when  Aueuflus,  grieved  with  the  re- 
membVance  of  the  only  lofs  which  can 
obfcufe  the  glories  of  his  fuccefsful 
reign, ‘  fhall  demand  from  them  a  refli- 
tiitioh,  not  of  a  province,  but  of  an 
empire-^' more  extenfive  than  that  of 


Rome^j^hot  of  three  legions,  but  ot 
wdnole ‘nations  of  fubjedls, 

-’700  i  ■  _ 


ii 


‘  lear  however  to  deferve  at 


appi 


rSifl:  ^the  thanks  of  the  Americans, 
■Vrnbfe  prefent  interells  they  have  pro- 
Ifnoted,'  and  of  whofe  privileges  they 
are  the  avowed  patrons;  and  yet  there 
are  many  reafons  w^hich  .may  induce 
thofe  w’ho  are  beft  acquainted  wdth  tlie 

^  i  ' 

true  interefls  of  that  country,  to  think 
that  they  have  not  been  ferved  by  the 
late  pro) ebt  of  emancipation.  If  it  is 

'true,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  pretty 

*  “ 

generally  thought,  that  the  good  of  each 
part  is  infeparable  from  that  of  the 
'whole,  their  interefls  are  involved  in 

S  2  thofc 


^  v’l  - 

t  i*  ■  ;  <>. 


thofe-  thie"’  whole!  reihpire; and  '"sthcy^ 
mult'  theniifelves  be  hpttVt  by  their  partial  ’ 
exemption's,  oa  .i-oioi  'io  eqirfl  Oit 
gaJ  3/ij  iioqir  LnsM.ph  Hum  tud  ;  nv/Q 

•  hlfrit  i§  the  ihterefl  of  eolonies^  formed 
of  fuch  various  and  difcordarit  materials^ 
to  be  'attemperedj^f  guided,  ^  encouragedy 

•t 

or  'retrained  by’  their  porpmon  parent  p 
the 'being  'let  loofe  'froin'  =^th*at  tie,''an^ 
enGGuraged  to,  reject  the  authority!  of 
thab  "parent,  will  have  material  -anp 
irpipediate  ilhconfequencesi  --It  is  true, 
that  the’  Americans',  under  the  fhade  and 
protedtion  of  Great-Britain,  ' have  madp. 
rapid  advances'  in  populationjj  nepmv 
merce  and  wealth ;  hut  are  they.fuffir’ 
ciently  ftron?  to  flourifh  without  her 
care;  or  tp  fupport,  I  will  not. faybher 
refentment,  ’  but  her  negled;?.-t  The 
prpyinpes  pn  the  American  continent 
have' been  fp  divided  in  principles,;  fen- 
timents  and  manners -i  fo.  jealous,  pf  the 
progrefs  of  each  other  in  ftrength,  com* 
inerce  and  riches,;  that  they  have  ev^ 
been  unable  to  form  an- union  ’equal- to 
their'own  defeacfiiS  iXheir  frpntiers:.pn 
«  both 


i)oth  tTides.  afe  i  ie;ctenfiv€>{ v^nd ;  tKcrefon? 
eafxly: attacked  i  ^they  liaye  np  fqrtreffesj,  - 
710  fliips  of  force,  no  in3.rine,ofwtkck‘ 
pwn ;  but  muft  depend  upon  the  Eng-r 
lifh-nnavyi4Pc  keep  ;^tia,  diftsince  from 
them,  thpfc  dangers;  whichcthey  arei  una-r 
ble  tm:repell  :u  tkejIndian^nations,  re-r 
due^  ft?  .tk^y  .are,  laret  ftiH  formidable 
tp  -them";  tjtjvv^as-  by«>the  Englifh  arms 
thatvtheiridnroads  fippe  the  peace  have 
been  icheeked  apd  prevented;  thofc 
arena  p,f  j£he  expence  of  "vyhich  the  colo- 
niilsiiftve.  refufed  to  pay  any  proportion 
and  yet-  tliey^  may  i  again  want  the  pro-r 
teftion  of  that  government  which  .they 
Jravelrejedled  ;■  and  they  may  call  too 
latt  far  tlie  efforts,  of  that  warmth,  of 
afiedfipn/cwhich  fuch  a  partial  exemp-; 
tion  tends  to  alienate  from  them,  .ii 

-nit  tendsitoo  to  alienate  from  them  this 
affedlionp!  from  which  they  have  re- 
ixeived,  fuch*  adv'antages,  ; that. they  have 
l^nTcprefenCcd'  to  have  feme  peculiar 
ddms  :.to,.a  freedom  which  they  pur- 
^hafed  by  peculiar  forUtude;  .  a  repre- 

fentation 


fentation  which  is  moft  untrue'/* '^Wc 
have  been  told,  that  hz.\\n^  fed  ta  that 
Country  from  our  ofprefion, '  their  migra¬ 
tion  to  America,  as  it  argued  in  them 
a  love,  fo  It  gave  them  a  title  to  free¬ 
dom  fuperior  to  that  of  their  fellow 
fubjeds  who  i-emained  in  England.  But 

to  efteem  the  Americans  our  brethren, 

» 

and  to  wiila  that  they  may  deferve  and 
poifefs  all  the  fweets  of  civil  aUd  reli-i.' 
gious  liberty,  which  Great-Britairi  en¬ 
joys,  does  not  make  us  forget  that  they 
received  thefe  bleffings  from  England, 
and  depend  on  her  for  the  continuancenf 
them.  The  truth  of  the  latteT’of  tlicfd 
propofitions  is  obvious  j  the  prooT  of 
the  former  would  beeafybut  invidious-j 
for  the  hiftory  of  thefe  colonies  is -  not 
involved  in  that  cloud  of  fable  which 
hanes-over  and  ao-^randizes  the  orimn 

o  oo  ^  c> 

of  more  antient  nations  :  it  would 'not 


be  difficult  to  uive  a  detail  of -the  effia- 
blifhment  of  each}  and  it  wouid  a^eat 
fronT'that  detail  that  there  art^fficAV  6f- 
&em-  who  could  claim  any  hhfeditdfy 

V  '  '• 

difciiminating  privileges/  Of  thfe’pfatrio't 

colonies 
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C(>lonift5.,of  New-York  it^is  fo  far  Yronl 
being  tr.ue  that  they  jied from  our  cppref^ 
flap,  or  ygrew  by  our  jzegJ0,  that  they.. 
were  Dutch  fubjedls  acquired  by  our 
arms^  and  received,  byjafoi-mal  ceflion 
from  Holland  in  1667,  into  our  protec¬ 
tion.  Of  ;^the  Virginians,  whofe  refo- 
/M//(?«j;.were:the  alarum-bell  to  rebel- 
lion,  and  who  have  been  elleemed  the 
great  ipatrons  of  American  privileges, 
it  may  be  faid  with  truth,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony  did  not  re¬ 
tire  thither  from  motives  of  religion  and 

jfome  of  them  at  lead: 
were  removed  to  that  place,  not  by  the 
©ppredion  hut  the  njiercy  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  .of  England.  Nor  is  this  peculiar 
to  the  colony  of  Virginia,  for  I  find  in 

.  ‘  ncan  newfpapers,  dated 

'Bofion,  September  2,  1765,  that  one 
of,thoie  patriots  who  had  been  the  moll 
in  forcing  .from  Mr.  Johnfon  a 
■ccljgnation  of  his  ftamp-office  was  a 
foreigner..^  (by  which  name  I  fuppofe 
they  domot  yet  deferibe  an  Englilhman) 
-Kho  had  been  tranfported  from  England 


r  t  ] 

t(?  America.  Such  a  .detail,,  would  fed 
but  a  mild  return  for  all  thofe  marks  of 

■  ^  i.  jk 

negledtj  contempt,  and  infult  on  Great- 
Britain,  with  which  the  v/ritings  of  tliaC 
country  have  abounded  i  it  will  how¬ 
ever  be  more  temperate  only  to  fay* 
tliat  admitting  that  to  be  true  of  all  the 
colonies,  which  is  perhaps  true  only  of 
the  New-England  governments,  -that 
the  fettlers  of  them  retired  thither  to 

t 

enjoy  that  liberty  of  which  a  monarch 
of  arbitrary  principles  was  endeavouring 
to  deprive  them  at  home ;  yet  lefs  praife 
is  due  to  thofe  who  fled  from..the  dan- 
ger,  than  to  thofe  who  had  the  cqu- 
rage*to  abide  it.  If  their  flight  argued 
in  them  a  love  of  freedom,  their  coun¬ 
trymen  who  remained  in  England  fhew* 
ed  by  their  adtions  an  equal  love  of  it, 
fupported  with  more  refolution  and 
fuccefs  I  they  took  arms  to  oppofe  the 
tyranny  from  which  the  others  fled, 
averted  it  by  the  civil  war,  and  abo- 
lillied  it  by  the  revolution,  In-chefe 
two  hazardous  enterprizes,  undertaken 
for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  .  the  ^.colonies 

took 


! 
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took’  ritf  parti' '^the}rfollowe3  in  bot^  the 
■%rraffes""of  the  '^mo^lier-country  ;*^'tKe 
^patriots  of  which  diifufed  the  advantages 
"of  their  fuccefs  10  the  infant  colonies 
\fter  rheiriettlement  r  and  the  colonifts 
therefore^have  neither  fhewn  any  pe'eu- 
*  iiar  attachmeht/'  nor  6an  be  entitled  to 
'  any' of  thofe-iuperior  clairns  to  freedom, 
‘  which’ "have  *been  fo  invidioufly  and 
^'faifeiy  made  dn  their  behalf ;  but  owe 
every  branch  of  the  liberties  of'Englifh- 
e  men  to  the  community  of  rights,  which 
“‘they  are  entitled  to  as' long  as  they  re- 
'  "main  in  that  fubjedlion  to  England,  to 
'  ■which  they  are  bound  by  the  ties  of 
gratitude,  juftice,  and  intereft.  In  fadl, 
the  rights  to  which  they  have  a  juft 
claim,  are  rendered  precarious  by  placing 
■  them  on  the  ground,  on  which  forne 
'  of  their  imprudent  advocates  irt  England 
"  have  concurred  with  fome  of  their  af- 
■“  fembiies  to  place  them.' 


The  ■  franchifes  of'  Great-Britain  are 

*  .  y.*.A  »  •  *  '*  *» 

pro'tefted  and  preferved'for  all  the  fiib- 
jedls  of  the  realm  by  the  fame  power 

T  which 


[  H2  j 

which  defined  ahd'  obtained  them ;  {pt 
i-f  was'^npY  by  the  flight  of',  a  few  ^fy^' 
mouth  adv'entnrersi^but ^by  the  dbufage 
and  comlancy  of  tlie-people  of -Engrarrd- 
that  the  -freedompf  our-conffitufidii  was* 
defended :  right 

Jettkment,  /on  which-all  oufl*  liberties 
depend,/,  are  no't'-lhe  refolutiojr^hjf  aiv 
aflembly.of  colonids;.  but  fthe' adts  of 
a,n  jEriglifli  parliaiflent.  As  ouf  Ifljer-' 


ties  were  eflabliflaed,  ,fo  .they. are' dill 
protedted  by  the .  legiflature  of  Great- 
■  Britain;  it  is  as  claimants  undenthi^ 
title,  and  fubjedS  to  this  power, ^ that  th'e 
Americans  have  ever enjoyed  and  ftiil 
enjoy  them  ;  a  claim  -and  title  iwhich’ 
cannot  exift  in  thofe  who  rejedeits  an* 
■thority  :  the  caufe  therefore  of  the'  co-' 
lonifcs  and  their  rights,-  are,  betrayed  by. 
thofe  who  withdraw  their  dependence 
from  the.  fupreme  legiflature,  and  teach. 
theiK  .$0  refl;  upon  the  precarious'/  and' 
feeble  fupport  .of  a  pro vincial  laflembly .n 


/ 


id. 


A.  «  > 


v.oiayr  ic 

■  ,  The  Americans  indeed  owe  if,  to' the!; 
'sonnivance  and  encourag-cmeht  the! 


V4( 


\ 


I  ■  A 

U,1  L-jaitoL 

laft^min^ftryjo  that;  theiry  peoples  hav^ 


been, blooded ^vith  theiprey 
that , they  (have  _beenj  taught  to  obcain 
fupportwby  other  -meanS:  than  induftry,*- 
and  privileges  by  other'Qieans  than  obe*:- 
dience  ;  r  but  whetherr'the  -exciting  and 
rewarding’^  this  temper  will  conduce  to 
the  happinefs  of-  that  continent,  either 

in.  the  ieveral  provinces,!  or  confidercd 

*  ** 

as  a  common  empire,  i  is  to  be  referred 
to.the  judgment  "of  the  wife  and' loyal, 
ofrithe  colonifts  :  ■ '  a  judgment  which 
they  have  already  exprelied  j  for  all  the 
4;inerigans  .are  not  to  be  involved  iii' 
tho'fe  accufations  of  difobedience,  which' 
have  been  proved  on  feme.-  There  have 
ever  been  amons:  them  men  of  wifdom” 
and  moderation,  well  acquainted  with^ 
andiattached  to  ’the  conftitution  of  their 
country  4:;.  and- though- fome  of  thefe,*^ 
driven uas:  exiles  to  Great-Britain,  are* 
riegle<£ted  in  that  kingdom  for  the  caufe- 
of  which  they  fuifer;  there  are  yet 
jnaily  jOthers,  who  wait  "only -’till  the 
hrft  ^ill:*of  ^aopular  tempell  is  paft,uto 

T  z  avoty 


i 


r* 
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^^YPWifthelr  '  principles  and  return’ 
their  duty.  ■  >,  .  -ij. 


H5' 


In  truth  the  Americans  in  general  are  k 
lefs  guilty  than  they  may  at^  firft  fight; 

^S:  :  the  dcfire  cf  prefent  eafe- 

i&  tne  common  feehng  of  man,  and  the. 
bulk  of  the  people  are  fo  entirely  guided 
their  feciings,  that  there  is  fcarcely} 

their  fubmitting  to  im-,^ 
however  ellential  to  their 
tereils  or  even  to  their  fafety,  from^anyi 
motives  but  thole  of  neceffity.:  .The 
Ameiicans  exerted  only  on  a  fimi}ar  pc?^ 
canon  the  lame  fpirit,  which  animated- 
the  cyder  counties  to  tumult  andalmoft 
to  rebelLon  :  thefe  counties  are  nqnn-* 
vidioufiy  mentioned ;  for  there  is  not, 

pwt  of  our  domi¬ 
nions,  Icarcely  any  county  m  England/ 

^government  in  it  had  been  ib 
neglected  and  relaxed,  riots  for^encouH, 
raged,  and  rebellion  fo  unchecked,- 
•v/ouid  not  have  exprelTed  an  equal  aver,- 
fion  to  the  obnoxious  burthen  of  taxeSj 
Jn  Viewing  commotions  of.  this,-kind  it 

*  •  f  ;  *  ' '  7  T-  ^ 

iS 


is,  natural's  to pity;  whib' : wc :  condemn'^ 

the  unthinking  and  miiguided  pfiople 

'  •»  ' 

but  on  thofe  who  could  behold  the  firft 


-■  f.4^ 


rifingcof.'the  Atnefican'  ftorm  without 


■even  attempting  -to  fuppj-efs  it,  could* 
give  it.  llrength  by  fuch  a  cbndutl  as 
implied  approbation;  and,  that  they 
might  bialt  their  predeceffors  in  offic^'^ 
cpntribitte  to  raife  a  tempelT:  which  was' 


to  lay  the  colonies  wafle,  and  tear 
America  from  England ;  on  thefe  out^ 
indignation 'niuft  be  poured  unmixed;’ 
and  they  may  well  expedl  that  the  dan-i‘ 
gers  and  the  mifehiefs  of  the  difuniom’ 

V  '  ^  * 

will  bring  bn  therii  the  refentment  and 
reproaches  of  thofe  of  the  colonifts'  who 


-•  ,  V 


**If  however  the  late  adminiftrarioii 

%  *  . 

have  the  julleft  title  to  thofe  honours 
and  ftatues,  which  fome  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  have  loyally  admitted  their  foVe- 
reign  to  lliare  with  the  E.  o'f  C — ; 
from  England  they  have  no  claim  tq 
approbation  :  in  that  oppofition  of  in- 
terefls''^w^hich  they  *  fd  "uiiwifely  raifed 

between 


,  f  ]  .  ,, 

between  tne  members  and  the,  head,? 
every  merit  towards  America,  is  a  crime 

to  their  country.  .  .  .  , , 

.io.  ii/i,  ■  svsri  ^ef^bnj  bluov/  il 


ijofosu 


ci  3 


When  It  became  a  queflion,  whether  , 
the  colonies  fhould  be  calle'd/upon  for 
a  juft  and  rnoderate  contribudqn  towards 
their  own  defence  j  or  that  this  ftiould’ 
be  thrown,  in  .addition  to  their  other 
btirthens,“on  the  inhabitants, of  Great-, 
Brifain  ;  to  ftrrr^nder  :^ur  Juft ri^ht^;; 
and  to  endeavour'to  force  a  decifion  ^qf . 
this  queftion  in  favpul-  of  America,  by% 
all  the  arts  of  intrigue,and  fadipn,  can^g 
not  merit  the  thanks  of  the  pegpl^e-- 
whofe  interefts  they-furrendered.  The'-r 
other  meafures  propofed  by  thatminiftry 
do,  not  immediately  bdong  to  this  fub-ri 
jeft,  and  I  obferve  in  this  place, ,  that  ; 
th,ey  confifted  of  exemptions-from  oom-r 
mercial  reftraints,  relaxations  of  the 
act  of  navigation,  remiffions-rof  ;duties*,ij 

^  *  '/V  *  f  K 

all  favourable  .to  the  colonies,,  and  difr-rf 
ad,vantag,eous  to  Great-Britain,  /onlyjastu 
a  prqpf .  that  the  having -introduced, 
riyality  betvveen  them,  and  preferred 

America. 


1  w.  li 

.  V  r  -  .i 

America,  cannot  entitle  them  to  popu 


in 


!  4 


51X111^  <B  ?i  h  dbl^^>  W0.1  ’nOifl-X;  K  - 

■  .  !  ; "  0  X  i  ^  ^  ’  0 

It  would  indeed  have' been  unreatonP 
able  to  have  expedled  from  the  ,Ute 
miniltry  any  meaiure  which  required 
exteniive '.vTewsf  or  a  concerted  plan j 
it  would  Have  heeh  ablurd  to  have  hoped' 
that  they 'woiild*^  hazard  a  breath  of  that 
popular  air,  which  they  were  gathering 
with  fo  much  induftry  to  fill  their  fail,'  ’ 
fof  the^fake  of  a  diftaiit  and  public  be- 

<Pv  '  -s ‘  -  f  '  .  ’ 

nefit .  ‘but  nothing  of  this  was  necef- 
fary ;  th'^  had  fucceeded  a  minifter  fuch 
as  ‘  they- bbuld*  wlfh,  one'  who  had  beeii 
Weak'’ enough  to  fubjed  himfelf  to 
much  real’  oppofition,  and'more  abule, 
for  the 'fake  of  the  Jlate  •,  who  feems  to 
have  retained  the  ufelefs  and  exploded 
idea' of  a  common  nveal,  a  public  inter ejl.  ' 
To  ithis  m1an  even  experience  had  not 
given  prudexTce ;  '  and,  though  fenfible, 
that  i  from  purfuihg  a  plan  of  'English 
policy  abroad,  and  of  ceConomy  and 
improvement  at'  home,  he  h*ad  reaped 

ng 


b3'n3t31f|  di. 


'' '  hi  s 


duty,  'wKile  Mr.  Pitt  had  acquIrtH 
popularity  by  adopting  the  nioft  expen- 
'  five  German  meafures,  and  impofihg 
”the  rhoft  fevere  taxes  to  fupport  therfi  ; 
•  yet  his  obfiinacy  had  made' him  hardily 
■  cppofe  himfelf  to ‘'the  \<fh61e  torrent 
\vhich  private  intereft  and  fadtion  would 

4  . 

not  fail  to  pour  on  his  head.  He  had 

it  '  If  ^  >  «<  d  d  h,  1/  ^  ‘  ■  r*  -4 

done  this  merely  that  he  might  fofm 
I'and  cernent  a  lafling  plan  of  policy, 
tnight  unite  the_colonies  by  the  firmed; 
'  bands  of  dependence  on  Great-Britain, 
attemper  their  feveral  interefts,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  indifibluble  union,  and 

i  •  j.  .  .  .  i .  ^  , 

of  encreafing  ftrength  and  riches  fox 
rdift  ant  ages. 


It  was  natural  that  the  mlniflers  W'ho 
fiicccsded  him  Ihould  defpife  this  anti- 
■  qiiated  policy,  fo  different  from  their 
own,  and  deride  thofe  fenfiments  which 
could  give  birth  to  it ;  but  they  would 
have  done  well  to  have  profitted  by  it  j 
'  and  after  having  thrown'  all  the  abufe 

they  were  able  on  the  minifter  who 

*'*■'*'*  ,  «  ,  *  \ 

;  planned' it,  'at '  leafl  to  have  retained 

thofe 


4m 
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Y  thofe, advantages  which  he  had  given  to 
Great-Britain.  Unhappily  they  em- 
.•  braced^the  oppofite  lyllein,  and  to  blaft, 
if  it  were  polliblej  the  reputation  .pf 
^  one  ^minifter,  whom  they  envied  and 
,  feared  i  to  fecure  an  union  with  another, 
j:  by  whom  they  v/erq  defpifed;  and  to. 
.  attain  that  degree  of  popularity,  which 
the  intereded  followers  pf  ibrae  intereft- 
ed  traders  could  beftow,  they  propofed 
the  repeal  of  that  aft,  the  execution  of 
which  they  had  endeavoured  to  renuer 
,  impoffible. 

'  '  .  _  -  .  K. 


,  The  fuccefs  of  one  of  thefe  defijrns 
the  public  has  already  feen  in  the  per- 
miffion,  which  thofe  of  the  late  minify 
■  ;tty,  who  had  mod  acdively  promoted 
that  mealure,  have  received  from  lord 
C— — — m  to  continue  in  oiBce  :  that 

purpofcs  feems  lefs 

,  ...  f  ,T  J  -  X.,'  . 

.  within  their  reach  i  .  for, .  though  while 
the  ^pampnsof  the  public  were  heated 
by,  thofe  whofe  jntered  it  was  to  prevent 
tjie  r  Judging  .with  h'npartiality,  Mr. 
.  Grenville  was  the  ohjedt  of  much  abofe. 

•  «  ««>^'*  •  Aw  ^ 

T  T  • 


u 


it 
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it  Is.  not  pofTibie  that  the  infatuation 
fliouid  lalt  j  the  clamours  of  mob, ,  and, 
the  mifreprefentatjons  of  fadtipn  will 
fubiide- j  the  taxe^  which  have  been  re-, 
moved  from  American,  and  mull  be  laid 

,  1  A  A  »*->  *♦«/<.  .V  >>  '•  ••  •’.  <y  w  /K  .1  .y  ‘yr'-  ^  J.  ’  r: 

on  Englifli  property  will  be  felti_and 
the  partiality  of  the  impoiition  will  add 
weight  to  the_loadj„  a„time  is^^  comin? 

i  •-  .*  i..-  -■  A>>  i.'V  ^ 

when  Jt  .fhall  be  remembered ‘„to  ..hijS 


nouQur^  (and  it  ihall  fcarcely.be  belieyed 

that.in  Great-Britain  it  ^could  be^a^re- 

ovBa  y‘3-:  ----V  ,  '-v  '  n-ry>,,.. 

proacna  to  him)  „that  he  was„the,  firft 

UI-Ail  .r  •-  IJ-- 

who  propoled  to  iecure  by  miband  mo-r 

‘liV'-S  oriiKi  j.ivy  ouoy, 

derate^  ties  the  allegiance  oBthofe  cplo-!^ 
niesf  ^which  with  fo^much  expencegWe 

had^  plan  ted,  protedted,  '^id  -enlarged 
who,,, when  every. branch, of  our  trade, 
every  neceffary.of  life  was  taxed  in  Eng 
land,  even  to  its  utmoft,. bearing;  re 

y  /V  ^  .  »  ■  •  -  -  - .  -  v?  •  -i*  ' 

quired  from  America  fonie  return,  for 
thanfupport,  which  we.  had  fo  liberally 
eiveh,  fome  tribute  for  that  ^wealth; 

4>«  *  -  *  1^  ■  ^ 

which  we  had  (poured-into  herrboibmjj 
fome  aid  towards  maintaining  ..her  in 
that  fecurjty,  which  we.  had ^£05 dearly 

purchafed  j  and  yvho,  when  the  artifipe§ 

'■"  . .  . . .  .  ,/  ‘"“of 


1 


A 


¥$1  } 


of ^  Has'*  divicled'  mterefti  of 

thd"  feVeral  "parts^'cif^ouf  emplfe,  and" 


“i'.d 

to 


>es  of  popularity  ahU 

power,  ^and  became^  Aniericans  f  ''.  re- 

mained‘an  Engli'ihnian.-'' Si|,!  h 
iliw  £:uiJiiOQrfii  3n:  ; '  V!:;  -in''Q 

<>»  >  4k 

ht  praife'  of 


feat  *^adriiiniftratioh'  muft  fubfide  "alfoj^^ 
and  "they  wilb  receive  from  their  ‘coun- 
trymen  that  cenfure  which  they 'ha  ve 
fo  wdlWerited.  But  T  leave  them  16 

i 

fhe^'go'dd  Or  evir'fame  which  awaits 
feem,  ^  for  the  obje<ft"'of  this  pamphlet 
was^flbt  the  applaufe  or  cenfure  of  any 
fet“'of  hieh,^  or  the  mere  contention""  Of 
parties  it  vfas  undertaken  v/ith  a  bet- 
ter  and  horiefter  view,  with  the  hopC;! 
that  if  a  plain  ftate  of  the  fadts  relating 
to  the  ftamp-adt,  fupported  by  autheh^ 
tic  vouchers, '  was  laid  before  the  pubi 
lie,"  it  might  prove  to  thofe  who  have 
been  -ghided  by  names  inftead  of  reafons; 
have  Been' milled  by  falfe^'aflertions,  or 
have' adfed  from  fear  rather  thanjudg- 
thent,*  the  necefiity  ^of  untreading  the 

U  2  falfc 


falfe'fleps  which  have-  heefi.-takcii>iof n; 
prbMotihg-betterc  meafures,  and  fecun^ns 
ing-  ^whiie'  yet  it  is a  polliblc  to  fecuic,:K 
the 'only  remaining  hope  ob  Britain.  It 
is  better  to  affert'7tha-m  to  prove  that  it 
is  from  the  union''- and  -dependence  of^ 
the  colonies  that  we  are  'to'feek;for  our 
fafety  ;  it  is  time  therefore '  to  “’return 
to  meafures  undertaken  '  upon  public - 
grounds  and  permanent  principles ;  -  what 

thofe^arCs  the  perufal  of  this  tradt  may 

* 

in  fome  degree  have  fuggeded ;  ^id  if 
any  fehator  fhould  condefcend  to  turn  it 
over,  Be  may  perhaps,  by  the  levidence 
it  contains,  be  prepared  to  hear  himfelf 
addrefled  by  his- condituents  In  fqme 
fuch  manner  as  this.  ‘  ^  ^5.  .  .  ' 

.  ‘  *  4  O  A-  r 

'  t  ^  t  1  ^  i  -  *  * 

4-  —  *4  -M.  . 

When  I  entruded  to  you  the  care  of 
'  my  intereds,  and  the  power  of  granting 
fome  part  of  my  property  for  the'.fervices 
od-the  date,  I  entruded  iti-iO  ’ con- 
!  fidence  "  that  ..this  power  s  would -never 
be.  ufed  but  on  the;,  calls. , of  ^^jiGeefTity, 

■  and,  would  .ever;  be .  .exerciled  vwdh 
judice.-  -  The  .char.aAer  of,: ’a  legiflator 
-  demands  the  dridted  attention  to  that 

peneral 
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general  good  .v/hich  arifaS'from  fubjciit'  • 
ing  the"  Several  interefts  jofj  the  Jaiidjed-,. 
and  commercial  parts  jof  the  tftate  to-i 
•  one  common-  end  jri  and"’ a  ..mind  ;  toa 
Heady  to  be  diverted  from  the  purfuit,  .. 
of  this  end  either  by- hopes  or  fears,-,  by,. , 
authority^or  by  .  tumult*  If  it  was  wile 

or  prudent  to  relax  for  a  time  the  fp rings 
of.  government  j  to^  give  opportunity  to 
an  inflamed,  and  mifguided  people  to^re- 
turn  to. their  allegiance;  that  time. has 
been  given ;  The  ftamp  adt  was  repealed 
on*^  jtbeoimotives  of  condefcention  to 
mercaAtile.x'intereils  and  fears,  and  to 
popular  violences ;  that  hour  of  tumult 
•is 'pafled:.  If  lenity  to  the  colonifts  was 
then  necefl'ary,  juftice  to  England  now 
claims  its  turn  :  Sacrifice  no  longer  the 
^■uniilienable  rights  of  fupreme  jurifdiBion 
Jo  tbe~tz(ns}  and  illegal  clams  of  provincial 
' (ifcmblles I  but  -  if  the  Americans  enjoy 
"the  privileges,  let  'them  participate  in 
2'fome  s  degree '■'of -the  burthens  of -their 
«  fellow  fubjeds.’'  If  their  ability  could 
•‘have  been* doubted  before,  the  admini- 
■'Hradon  aim  1764,  and  a765-encreafed.it 
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By  Cttcoufagirig  ^th'eir  ^  ctiltivitlM  Wi 

commerce;  they  have''^re‘edVed^mtfe' 

immediateN%dvantdges,  Ir  ^  thd  expeh^fe 

of  England,  from 'the  mihiftry  ^whitS- 
follovved  ;  'If  there  could%e  %iiy  douht 
whether  thefe  favoured  chil^en  Skrouli 
fed  reclaimed  to  obedietice'by  cowceffions^J 
that  doubt  if  removed.  Woul’d 

riot  exprefs  that'" endroachih^' ^^titu 
which' is  contained  in 'thdr  *atfdreires# 
if  the  objedt  Were  only  'th'fe  repeaf^of  a 
particular  and  light  'duty ; '  it  i^  plain  that 
they  underftafld  the'conducSt  Of  l^n|land 
to  be  an  acknoMd^ernbnt‘"of  ^th'e 
which  they  claim^'  of  taxirfgtlidmlbives? 

:  "  .  ^  ^  -  ?;  id  xOOlt 

‘Their  temper  is  Hill  more*^  plainly 
proved  by  the  indignation  they  exprefs 
at  the  claim  of  England  to  fovereighty, 
aid  at  the  bare  mention  of  regu/ritigihcni 
to  repair  the  damages,  for  the 'ihfults 
are  irreparable,  which  the^officerf'^^of 
England  have  fuffered  at  theiHiahdf '  ^  ’ 

-s  xsdK:-'’-  iUJnPigYfi  yrao 

The  laft  and  ftrongell  proof  arifes  frOnS 
their  condud;  forjit  is-^ertaiiifthaf  iii 
0*-  the 


»D., 


evelits4,  fty;:QpQft.;foj:c.e>.  in^defpite;  of 

jCira^nt^f  jGre^  Britain^ 

ength  calljOnvtljera  for,.an  aid 
in  fomQ  j^^ropoption.t^  abiUtyj  j  jand 

oblige,  thenii  to  confeis,^  not  in  words, 
b^n,t  byjO^ed^ience,  ^the-jautbority  of  En-^ 
gland.'flelieve  me, from  .that  appearance 


en  which  you  impofe^  and. 
neceiTary,  of  life  is  taxed  to 
napil  hearing,  dp  not  deprive , jnre 
the  nreiancholy  confolation  which  f 
draw  from  believing  that  the  taxations  are 


equally  laid  on  all- my  fellow  fubjeds. 


It 
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j/  fubmit  to  taxes 'as  they  are  the 

purchafe  oEpeace  and  fecurity  j  do  not 
Vehile  you  rdeive  the  price,  withold  the 
reward;.- -nor  encourage  every  fpeciesof 
outrage  tending  to  the  diflblution  oEfo- 
ciety  by  granting  thofe exemptions  to  re- 
hellipn,!  ■which  .you  refute  to  obedience. 
If- tiMulfccan  . extort  the  repeal  of  a  duty 


orlf 
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to  be  levied  chiefly  on  the  rich,  while 

acquiefcence  is- repaid  by  an  additional 
and, perpetual  land'  tax  oh' the  poor, 

will  you  not  excite  -  the  •*  ihfutredliohs 
which  you  reward  j  and  dilcourage  that 
fubmiffion  which  is  thus  made  td^bear 
more  than  its  own  burthen  ?  at  leafldo 
not  treat  with  'more  tendernefs ^ youl' 
emancipated  arid  rebellious  coloriifts, 
than.thofe  of  your  countrymen!  "“'who 
have  perhaps  been  encouraged  in' tumult 
by  American  fuccefs.  If  the  poor  En- 
glifh  peafant,  driven  into  a  ternporaf*b 
infurreaion  by  the  whip  of  that  "ftvefeft 
mafter  W ant,  is  taugh  t  to  expea  condign 
fumfmnent  and  fpeedy  -and ‘calls 

forth  the  vigour  and  vigilance  of  p-overn-^ 
ment,  let  the  wanton  Americans  form- 
ing  a -concerted  plan  of  obflrinate  rebel¬ 
lion  on  occalion  of  a  tax  uncolledled/ 
and  which  would’ almoft  have  been  un¬ 
felt,  av/aken  other  fen timents  than  thofc 
of  the  utmoji  lenity, 

•  f  “  '  ■  . 

»  V  .  .  •  i  •  .  • 

.  T o  impofe  with  fuccefs  on  the.  x4me- 
ricans  that  proportion-  of  the  public- 

,  ..  burthen' 

-  ,  •  ♦  -  -i  •  •  '''*»»  .  .  •  .  - 
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fcufthen  wnich  they  ought  to  bear,  felze 
the.  opportunity,  while  a  general  peace 
leaves  you .  at  liberty  to  ernploy  ^in  this 
ierylce,  whatever  force  naay  be  necelTary 
for  it:  ^and  while  the  infirm  and,  dif* 
jointed  ll:ateriOf„tl,ie  provinces  renders  a 
imall  force  equal  to.  the.  work  j  an  op¬ 
portunity  which  may  foon  pafs,  and  the 
negledl  of  which  muft  be  fatal  to  the 
very  fafety  of  Great  Britain.  Other  mif- 
fortunes  may  be  repaired  or  borne,  the 
iofs  of.  battles  or  of  cities  may  be  re¬ 
deemed  ,pr  compenfated  in  more  prof- 
perous  hours  j  but  if  you  fuffer  this  im¬ 
portant  hour  to  pafs  unimproved, it  is  lofi: 
for  ever :  The  Americans  will  add  to 
confidence  in  their  claims,  ftrength  to 
fupport  them  j  they  will  turn  our  fa¬ 
vors  to  them  into  reafons  of  refiftance, 
and  refufe  to  receive  any  longer  our 
iftanufadtures,  which  are  become  ex- 
penfive  by  being  loaded  with  taxes  im- 
pofed  for  their  protection  ;  they  will 
ceafe  to  be  the  Colonies  of  England,  and 

we  fhall  have  more-  than,  doubled  the 

« 

burthen  of  our  national  debt  in  a  war 
undertaken  for  their  defence,  and  the 

X  fuccelfcs 
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fiiccelles  of  which  were  all  direxfted  to 
their  advantage,  to  enable  them  to  pour 
the  benefits  of  their  trade  into  the  bo- 
lom  of  our  commercial  rivals*.  The 
declaratory  law  aflerting  the  power  of 
Great  Britain  to  tax  the  Americans,  will 
hold  forth  072ly  a  delujive  dnd  7iug(XtQry 
iijpr manes  of  the  right  of  the  legifature  of 
this  kingdom^  if  not  followed  by  fome 
bill  which  flrall  exert  it.  The  furrender 

of  fo  unalienable  a  jurifdidlion, when  this 

furrender  might,  and  certainly  in  Arne- 

rica.  would  be  attributed  to  fucli  motives* 

>  ^ 

.  demands  a  fublequent  vigour  and  firm- 
nefs;  if  now,  wJien  time  for  recol- 
leilion  has  been  given,  you  ne?Ie(^  to 
purfue  thofe  meafiires,  which  juhice 
and  neceffity  demand  from  you  j  and  to 
Xvhich  duty,  gratitude  and  inierefc  ought 
,  to  fecure  obedience  from  them,  the 
whole  new  world  ceafes  for  ever  to  be 
fubjedl  to  your  authority. 


Mmihers  for  the  purpoles  of  intereff: 
and  party  may  wifn  to  continue  this 
partial  exemption  ;  but  vou  can  a  cl  from 
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no  motives  but  thofe  of  juftice;  your  intc- 
reft  is  united  to  your  duty  ;  andyou  can¬ 
not  without  departing'from  both  give  any 
fupport  to'  a  minifler  capable  of  fuch 
a  conduit.  If  the  public  fee  with 
regret  the  power  of  government  in  the 
hands  of  lordC — m,  it  is  from  the  dread 
not  fo  much  even  of  his  continental,  as 
of  his  colonial  lyitem  :  It  was  from  the 
commerce  of  the  American  part  of  our 
dominions  that  thofe  refources  were  to  be 

t 

drawn,  which  his  extravagance  have  ren¬ 
dered  fo  neceffary.  Butto  continue  every 
fpecies  of  profulion,  and,  by  throwing 
wantonly  his  penlions  into  every  open 
hand,  to  load  the  prefent  revenue;  while 
-by  emancipating  the  colonies  he  prevents 
even  future  improvements;  is  at  once  to 
divide  the  river  of  our  wealth  ’till  it  is 
loft  in  a  thoufand  private  channels,  and’ 

■  to  cut  off  its  communication  from  that 
fpring,  by  which  it  fliould  he  fupplied. 
We  had  lefs  to  fear  from  the  inability 
of  the  laft,  than  from  the  defperate  rall;- 
neis  of  the  prefent  ftatefman  ;  if  the 
former  connived  at  the  colonifis  with¬ 
drawing  themfelves  from  our  dominion, 

X  2  this 
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tfiis  profelies  on  principle  to  throw  them 
from  us .  If  wc  have  almoft  loft  America 
hythe  timidity  and  negledl  ofthofe  who 
did  not  venture  to  deny  our  right  to  the 
dominion  of  that  country,  can  we  hope 
to  recover  it  under  his  guidance,  who  is 
slmoft  the  only  man  in  England  who  ven-» 
tures  to  aftert  it  owes  us  no  fubjedion. 
li  then  in  this  hour  of  danger,  when 
vigour  and  nrmnels  are  neceftary  to  re-* 
c.aim  the  colonies  to  our  obedience, 
you  lee  a  junto  formed  of  the  miniftef 
who  has  taught  them  tp  defpife  ouf  au¬ 
thority,  joined  to  the  peer  who  declares 
they  are  exempted  from  our  dominion, 
you  will  not  be  fatisfed  with  an  unadive 
pity  for  your  country ;  but  will  exert 
jour  beft  abilities  to  vindicate  hor  rights, 
and  provide  for  her  fecurity  ;  and  to 
oppofe  bj  every  conftitutional  method, 
minifters  who  are  convidted  of  having 
lacrifced  to  their  jealouly,  relentment, 
ambition,  and  intereft,  the  fafety  of  our 
officers,  the  dignity  of  our  ftate,  tlie 
ftability  of  our  commerce,  and  the  rights 
oi  our  Legillature. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


H  E  Reader  will  find,  in  this  Ap- 


X.  PEND IX,  feme  Chafms  left,  and 
fome  flight  Alterations  made,  to  prevent 
the  Writers  being  dilcovered :  Thele 
will  be  readily  excuied,  when  this  Rea- 
fon  is  known,  which  I  chufe  to  give  in 
the  Words  of  an  American  Corfelpon- 
dent,  in  his  Letter  dated  Nov.  2,  1765- 
1  Jhall  communicate  Things  as  they  happen, 
although  it  is  at  the  Rifque  oj  my  Life  for 
the  Party,  by  their  Tools,  frequently  give 
out,  that  if  they  knew  the  Man  that  would 
fo  far  ajjijl  Great-Britain,  as  to  inform 
againjl  any  Man,  in  this  or  any  other  Pro-" 
Vince,  he  ftoould  not  live  many  flours. 
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Letter  Mr.  S-^-^Y 


Cocwr-rY^  to  Lieut. .Gov.  Fauqjjier. 
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Sei)t.  14,  1765. 


I'T  is -ivith"  tli'e  greatell;  pleafure  I  re- 

his  Maj’efty’s  Commands  to  ' 
declare  to'you  his  moft  gracious  approba-  ■ 
tl6ri'‘^df'  your  condudt.  His  majefty  and- 
his  fervants  are  fatisfi'ed,  that  the  preci¬ 


pitate  refolutions  you  feht  home  did  hot 
take  their  rife  from  any  remiffnefs  or  in¬ 
attention  in  you  j  nor  is  his  Majefty  at' 
all  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  any  inftance 
of  diffidence  or  difi'atisfadtion  could  be 
founded  in  the  general  inclination  of  his 
antient  and  loyal  Colony  of  Virginu  ; 

a  the 
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the  nature  of  the  thing  and  your  repre- 
fentations  induce  a  perfuafion,  that  thofe 
ill-advifed  refolutions  owed  their  birth 
to  the  violence  of  fome  individuals,  who 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  thin  affembly, 
fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  publiih  their  own 
unformed  opinions  to  the  world  as  the 
fentim'ents  of  the  Colony.  But  his  Ma- 
Jefly,  Sir,  will  not,  by  the  prevalence  of 
a  few  men,  at  a  certain  moment,  be  per- 
fuaded  to  change  the  opinion,  or  lefTen 
the  confidence,  he  has  always  entertained 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  ;  which  has 
always  experienced  the  protedlion  of  the 
Crown.  Plis  Majefty’s  fervants,  there¬ 
fore,  with  entire  reliance  on  3/our  pru¬ 
dence,  and  on  the  virtue  and  v/ifdom  of 
the  Colony  entrufted  to  your  care,  per- 
fuade  themfelves,  that  when  afullaffem- 
bly  fliall  calmly  and  maturely  deliberate 
upon  thofe  refolutions,  thej' will  fee,  and 
be  themfelves  alarmed  at,  the  dangerous 
tendency  and  mifchievous  confequences 
which  they  might  be  produdtive  of,  both 
to  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies, 
wliich  are  the  equal  objedls  of  his  Ma- 
jeflv’s  n-rental  care  ;  and  whofe  mutual 

^  A. 

happinefs 


Kappinefs  and  profperity  certainly  require 
a  confidential  reliance  of  the  Coionie# 
upon  the  Mother  Countx^y. 

Upon  thefe  principles.  Sir,  and  upon 
your  prudent  management,  and  a  proper 
reprefentation  to  the  wife  and  fobei  part 
of  th6  people,  how  earned:  his  Majefty 
is  to  extend  the  happy  influence  of  his 
fatherly  care  over  every  part  of  his  do- 
minioils,  it  is  expefted  that  a  full  aflem** 
bly  will  form  very  different  refolutions, 
fuch  as  may  cement  that  union,  which 
alone  can  eftablifh  the  fafety  and  pro¬ 
fperity  of  the  Colonies  and  the  Jvlothei 

Country. 

As  there  is  no  intention  in  the  Crown 
to  attempt,  nor  in  the  King’s  fervants  to 
advife,  any  incroachments  on  the  real 
rights  and  liberties  of  any  part  of  his 
Majefly’s  fubjedfcs ;  fo  neither  will  his 
Majefty  undoubtedly  fubmit,  or  his  fer¬ 
vants  advife,  under  any  circumftances, 
that  the  refpedt  which  is  due  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  which  is  neceflary  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  good  of  the  whole  Britifli  empire, 
fhould  any  where  be  made  a  facrihee  to 
local  and  dan!2:erous  nreiudjees. 

a  2  A 
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As  this  important  matter  is,  however, 
now  before  his  Majefty’s  privy  council, 
as  well  as  the  other  confideration  of  the 
dangerous  riot  and  mutinous  behaviour 
of  the  people  on  the  frontiers,  I Jhall  not 
pretend  to  give  any  advice  or  in/iruStions  on 
thefe  fnbjedis ;  not  doubting,  but  you  will 
foon  have  the  fulleft  from  the  wifdoni 
of  that  Board,  in  all  thole  things,  in 
which,  by  your  laid  accounts,  the  mold 
elTential  interelds  of  the  Colony  are  fb 
deeply  concerned. 

You  v/ill  therefore,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  very  attentive,  by  every  prudent  mea- 
fure  in  your  power,  at  once  to  maintain 
the  juld  rights  of  the  Britifli  government, 
and  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  the  Provinces  committed  to  your  care. 

But  as  thefe  appear  to  me  matters  of 
government  fit  for  his  Majetly’s  more 
immediate  notice  and  information,  I 
mufd  beg  you  will  not  fail  to  tranfmit  to 
me  fuch  occurrences,  from  time  to  time, 
on  thefe  heads,  as  you  may  deem  of  im- 
cortance  in  the  light  I  mention. 

I  am.  See. 

11.  S.  C - Y 

N  U  M  B  E  R 
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ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  S — — y 
C— — y,  to  Major-General  Gage. 

OSloher  24,  1765. 

SIR, 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  that  his 
'Majefly  learns  the  difturbances  which 
have  arifen  in  fome  of  the  North  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies  ;  thefe  events  will  proba¬ 
bly  create  application  to  you,  in  which 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  your  prudence 
may  be  necelTary  j  fo  as  juftly  to  temper 
your  condudl  between  that  caution  and 
coolnefs,  which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  li- 
tuation  may  demand  on  one  hand,  and 
the  vigour  necelTary  to  fupprefs  outrage 
and  violence  on  the  other.  It  is  impof- 
fiblc,  at  this  diftance,  to  affift  you  by 
any  particular  or  pofitive  inftrudion,  be- 
caufe  you  will  find  yourfelf  neceflarily 
obliged  to  take  your  refolution  as  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances  and  emergencies  may 
require. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expedled,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 

tendernefs 
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tendernefs  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
this  open  refifta'nce  to  its  authority,  can 
only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  pebple.  The 
better  and  wifer  part  of  the  Colonies  will 
know,  that  decency  and  fubmiffion  may 
prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grievances, 
but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the 
outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expedl 
nothing  but  feverity  and  chaftifement. 
You,  and  all  his  Majefty’s  fervants,  from 
a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
Country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and 
encourage  thefe  fentiments. 

o 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods,  you 
can  contribute  to  reftore  that  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on  which 
their  welfare  and  happinefs  depend,  you 
will  do  a  moft  acceptable  and  effential 
fervice  to  your  Country  :  but  having  taken 
every  Jlep  which  the  lit  mo  ft  prudence  and  le- 
iiity  can  diSiate,  in  compaffion  to  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  fome  mifguided  peo¬ 
ple,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  your  affiftance  may  be  wanted  to 
flrengthen  the  hands  of  government,  fail 
to  concur  in  every  proper  meafure  for 

its 
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its  fupport,  by  fuch  a  tinaely  exertion  of 
force,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  repel  ads 
of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  goo.d 
order  in  the  proyinces. 


NUMBER  III. 

Ccjpy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  S - -v 

C— — Y,  to  Governor  Bernard. 

Odober  24,  1765. 

SIR, 

Your  letters  of  the  15th,  16th, 
22d,  and  31  ft  of  Auguft,  have  been 
received ;  the  three  former  not  till  yef- 
terday. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  concern  his  Ma- 
jefty  learns  the  difturbances  which  have 
lately  arifen  in  your  Province,  the  general 
cpnfufon  that  feems  to  reign  there,  and 
the  total  languor  and  want  of  energy,  in 
your  government,  to  exert  itfelf  with  any 
dignity  or  efficacy,  for  the  fuppreflion  of 
tumults,  which  feem  to  ftrike  at  the 
very  being  of  all  authority  and  fubordi- 
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liation  among  you.  His  Majefty  cannot 
but,  with  the  greateft  furprize,  hear  of 
the  refufal  of  your  Council  to  call  for 
the  aid  of  any  regular  force  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  civil  magiftracy,  at  a  time 
W'hen,  it  feems,  you  had  reafon  to  think, 
there  was  no  other  power  capable  of 
providing  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
Province. 

Nothing  can,  certainly,  exceed  the  ill- 
advifed  and  intemperate  condudl  held  by 
a  party  in  your  Province,  which  can  in 
no  way  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any 
real  grievance  they  might  labour  under, 
but  may  tend  to  obftrudt  and  impede  the 
exertion  of  his  Majefty’s  benevolent  at¬ 
tention  to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well 
as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expedted,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
tendernefs  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
this  open  refiftance  to  its  authority,  can 
only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people  j  the 
better  and  more  wife  part  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies  will  know,  that  decency  and  fub- 
miflicn  may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs 

grievances. 
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grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  fa¬ 
vour,  while  the  outrage  of  a  public  vio¬ 
lence  can  expedt  nothing  but  feverity  and 
chaftifement.  Thefe  fentiments,  you,' 
and  all  his  Majefty’s  fervants,  from  a 
fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
Country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and 
encourage  :  you  will  all,  in  a  particular 
manner,  call  upon  them  not  to  render 
their  cafe  delperate ;  you  will,  in  the 
jftrongeft  colours,  reprefent  to  them  the 
dreadful  confequences  that  muft  inevita-^ 
bly  attend  the  forcible  and  violent  re- 
hftance  to  adts  of  the  Britilh  parliament* 
ahd  the  fcene  of  mifery  and  diftradlion 
to  both  Countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
acondudl. 

•  If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods,' 
you  can  contribute  to  reftore  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on 
which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  de¬ 
pend,  you  will  do  a  moft;  acceptable  and 
eflential  fervice  to  your  Country ;  but 
having  taken  every  ftep  which  the  ut- 
moft  prudence  and  lenity  can  didtate,  in 
compaffion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of 

b  fomc 
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feme  Bnlfguided  people,  you  will  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft 
power  for  repelling  all  adls  of  outrage 
and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  Province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exer¬ 
tion  of  force,  as  the  occalion  may  re¬ 
quire  j  for  which  purpofe,  you  will 
make  the  proper. applications  to  general 
Gage,  or  lord  Colvil,  commanders  of 
his  Majefty’s  land  and  naval  forces  in 
America  :  for  however  unwillingly  his 
Majefly  may  confent  to  the  exertion  of 
fuch  powers  as  may  endanger  the  fafety 
of  a  Tingle  fubjeeft,  yet  can  he  not  permit 
his  own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Britirti  Legillature,  to  be  trampled 
on  by  force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  de¬ 
corum. 


If  the  fubject  is  aggrieved,  he  knows 
in  what  manner  legally  and  conlHtu- 
tionaily  to  apply  for  relief :  but  it  is  not 
fuitable,  either  to'  the  fafety  or  dignity 
of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  any  indivi¬ 
duals,  under  the  pretence  of  redrefiing 


grievances. 
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grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violate  the 
public  peaces 
,  ,  ..  I  am,  &c. 

.  H.  S.  C - Y. 

P.  S.  The  floop  which  carries  this  will 
carry  orders  to  lord  Colvil,  and  to 
the  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  to 
fend  to  your  alTiftance  any  force 
which  may  be  thought  neceflary 
from  thence,  and  which  that  Pro¬ 
vince  can  fupply. 


N  U  M  B‘  E  R  IV. 

f 

-Copy  of  'Mr.  S - y  C - y’j  Circular 

Letter  to  the  Governors  in  North 
America. 

OSlober  24,  1765. 

S  I  R, 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  that 
his  Majefty  learns  the  difturbanccs 
which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the  .North 
American  Colonies  :  if  tlris  evil  fl)onld 

fpread  to  the  Government  of - ,  where 

you  prcfide,  the  iitmofl  exertion  of  your 

b  2  prudence 
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prudence  will  be  neceffary,  fo  Juftly 
to  temper  your  condudt  between  that 
caution  and  coolnefs  which  the  delicacy 
of  fuch  a  fituation  may  demand;  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  vigour  neceffary  to, 
fupprefs  outrage  and  violence,'  on  the 
other,  It  is  impoffible,  at  this  diftance, 
to  affifl:  you,  by  any  particular  or  pofitive 
inftriidion  ;  becaufe  you  will  find  your- 
felf  neceffarily  obliged  to  take  your  refo- 
lution,  as  particular  circumftances  and 
emergencies  may  require. 

His  Majefty,  and  the  fervants  he  ho-» 
nours  with  his  confidence,  cannot  but 
lament  the  ill  -  advifed  intemperance 
fhewn  already  in  fome  of  the  Provinces, 
by  taking  up  a  condudl,  which  can  in  no 
way  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any 
real  grievance  they  might  labour  under, 
but  may  tend  to  obfirudf  and  impede  the 
exertion  of  his  Majefiy’s  benevolence 
and  attention  to  the  cafe  and  comfort,  as 
well  as  the  welfare,  of  ail  his  people. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  jufiice  and 
tendernefs  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 

this  ope_n  refifiance  to  its  authority,  can 

« 
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Qnly  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people.  The 
better  and  wiler  part  of  the  Colonies 
will  know,  that  decency  and  fubmiffion 
may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grie¬ 
vances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour, 
while  the  outrage  of  a  public  violence 
can  expedl  nothing  but  feverity  and  cha- 
ftifement.  Thele  fentiments  you,  and 
all -his  Majefty’s  fervants,  from  a  fenfe 
of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your  Coun¬ 
try,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and  en¬ 
courage. 

-You  will  all,  in  a  particular  manner, 
call  upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe 
defperate.  You  will,  in  the  flrongeft 
colours,  reprefent  to  them  the  dreadful 
confequences  that  muft  inevitably  attend 
the  forcible  and  violent  refiftance  to  ads 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  the  fcenc 
of  mifery  and  calamity  to  themfelves, 
and  of  mutual  weaknefs  and  didradion 
to  both  Countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
a  condud. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods, 
you  can  contribute  to  reftore  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on 

which 
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which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  de¬ 
pend,  you  will  do  a  moft  acceptable  and 
effential  fervice  to  your  Country :  but 
having  taken  every  ftep  which  the  utmofl 
prudence  and  lenity  can  dictate,  in  com- 
paffion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of 
fome  mifguided  people,  you  will  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft 
poweri  for  repelling  all  adls  of  outrage 
and  violence,  and  to  provide'  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  Province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion 
of  force  as  the  occafion  may_  require 
for  which  purpofe,  you  will  make  the 
proper  applications  to  general  Gage,  or 
lord  Colville,  commanders  of  his  Ma.- 
jefty’s  land  and  naval  forces  in  America. 
For  however  unwillingly  his  Majefty 
may  confent  to  the  exertion  of  fuch 
powers  as  may  endanger  the  fafety  of  a 
fingle  fubjed:;  yet  can  he  not  permit  his 
own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Britifli  Legiflature,  to  be  trampled  on  by 
force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed  con¬ 
tempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  decorum. 

If  the  fubjeft  is  aggrieved,  he  knows 
in  what  manner  legally  and  conftitu- 

tionally 
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tionally  to  apply  for  relief ;  but  it  is  not 
fiiitable,  either  to  the  fafety  or  dignity 
of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  any  indi¬ 
viduals,  under  the  pretence  of  redrefling 
grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violate  the 
public  peace. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  C - V. 


f 

P.  S.  To  Governor  Wilmot. 


You  will  probably  receive  application 
from  governor  Bernard,  to  fend  him 
part  of  the  force  which  may  be  with¬ 
in  your  government.  Lord  Colville 
has  command  to  tranfport  them  ;  and 
you  will  be  very  attentive,  that  the 
public  fervice  fliould  fuffer  no  impe¬ 
diment  from  any  delay  in  you,  when 
fuch  application  is  made. 
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ExtraSl  Letter  from  Mr.  S - 1 

C - y,  to  Major-General  Gage. 

December  15,  1765. 

SIR, 

I  Had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of  the 
4th,  8th,  and  9th  of  November  laft, 
by  which  I  learn,  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern,' the  difordered  ftateof  the  Province 
where  you  refide,  and  the  very  riotous 
and  outrageous  behaviour  of  too  many 
of  the  inhabitants. 

I  did  not  fail  to  lay  your  difpatches* 
together  with  thofe  of  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor  Golden,  before  his  Majefty,  who, 
though  highly  provoked  by  fuch  an  in- 
fult  offered  to  his  governor  there,  is 
however  pleafed  to  hear,  that  matters 
were  not  pufhed  to  fuch  extremity,  as 
might  have  cofl;  the  lives  of  many  of  his 
fubjedls,  and  perhaps  have  tended,  as 
you  feem  apprehenfive,  to  the  great  de¬ 
triment,  if  not  ruin,  of  the  town  of 
New-York;  particularly  if  the  fort  had 
fired  on  that  infolent  and  infatuated  mob  • 

which 
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which  fo  provokingly  approached.  The 
temper  (hewn,  as  well  by  lieutenant- 
governor  Golden,  as  by  the  officers  there, 
is  highly  to  be  commended.  His  Ma- 
jefty  is  willing  to  fuppofe,  that  both 
yourfelf  and  governor  Golden  have  a6ted. 
on  principles  of  duty  to  his  fervice,  ia 
the  advice  and  refolution  formed  to  put 
the  ftampt  paper  into  the  hands  of  the 
magiftratesofNew-Yorkj  which,  how¬ 
ever,  unlefs  the  neceffity  for  it  appeared 
very  preffing,  muft  certainly  be  looked 
upon  as  a  ftep  greatly  humiliating  and 
derogating  to  his  Majefty’s  government. ' 

If  the  poll:  was  not  tenable,  or  the 
papers  infecure  there,  it  fhould  feem 
much  preferable  to  have  put  them  on 
board  the  man  of  war,,  as  was  propofed  : 
nor  does  there  appear  any  good  reafon, 
why  captain  Kennedy  refufed  to  take 
them.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  diftance,  to 
judge  with  the  fame  propriety  of  the 
condud,  to  be  held  on  occafions  of  fuch 
difficulty  and  importance,  as  on  the  fpot. 
Had  the  perfonal  fafety  of  thofe  in  the 
fort  alone  been  confidered,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  there  would  not  have  been  a 

c  moment’s 
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moment’s  helitation  about  the  defence 

it,  againft  any  attack  that  might,, 

raflily  have  been  attempted  :  nor  can  his 

Majehy  fuppofe  any  want  of  refolution 

for  his  fervice,  in  thofe  who  have,  in 

their  difteient  ftations,  given  lb  many 

proofs  of  their  regard  to  it.  It  fhould 

otherwife  feem,  that  the  reality  of  the 

mobs  being  armed  and  prepared  for  an 

adtual  attack,  fhould  have  been  well  af« 

certained  before  the  papers  were  given 
up.  -  . 

The  flep  you  have  thought  fit  to  take, 
in  drawing  together  fuch  forces  as  their 
fituaticn  allowed,  was  certainly  prudent, 
and  could  not  be  too  foon  determined. 


on  any  pofitive  grounds,  to  fufpedl  an 
infurreclion  ;  and  efpecially  in  regard  to 
the  fecuring  his  Majefty’s  fiores,  a  cir- 
cumflance  which  w'ill  llill  demand  your 
greatefi  attention  i  and  particularly  thofe 
arms,  which  may  be  feized  by  the  mob 
for  their  own  mutinous  purpofes. 

our  fituation  is  certainly  delicate  and 
difficult,  it  requires  both  prudence  and 
firmnefs'  in  the  condud  of  all  employed 
in  Iris  Majefty’s  fervice  there  j  efpecially. 


confidering 
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cbnfidering  what  you  fay  of  the  difficul¬ 
ty,  or  rather  impoffibility,  '  of  drawing 
any  confiderable  number  of  men  toge¬ 
ther;' and  of  the  impradicability  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  by  force,  in  the  pre- 
fent  dilpolition  of  the  people,  w^ithout  a 
refpedable  body  of  troops. 

Yoii  feem  to  think  there  are  ftlll  hopes, 
that  as  the  fpirits  of  thofe  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple  have  time  to  cool,  there  will  be  more 
fubmiflion .  (hewn  ,  you  will  not  fail,  I 
am  perfuaded,  in  your  ftation,  to  avail 
yourfelf  of  every  favourable  fymptom  for^ 
the  improvement  of  fuch  favourable  dil-^ 
politions,  any  more  than  to  exert  your¬ 
felf,  where  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe  may 
require,  in  fupport  of  the  honour  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  for  fuppreffing  any  riotous 
or  rebellious  reliftance  offered  to  the 
laws,  or  thofe  magiftrates  who  have  tlie^ 
execution  of  them. 

I  hope  my  former  letters  are  come  fafe, 

ds  they  will  have  conveyed  to  you  his  Majejly  s ^ 

Jentiments  and  commands  for  your  condiidf^ 

on  the  frf  notice  oj  theje  didurbances. 

/ 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  S-SS-^ 
’  G-  "  -Y,  Lieutenant  -  Governor 


Golden. 


#  >  *  -■'  ^  ^ 
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December,  1765,  ^ 

S  I-R,  ,  ,1, 

Have  received  your  letter  tBe  ctB 
'  of  November  by  major  James,  and 
that  of  the  oth  of  the  fame  month  bv 
the  pacquet,  with  the  minutes  of  the 
council  of  New-Ydrk,  from*the ift  of 


Odlober  to  the  6th  of  November, 

*'  •  ■  f'- 


B. 


From  your  laft  letter,  I  have  hopes  that 

time  will  produce  a  recolleftion,  . which 

may  lead  thefe  unhappy  people  back  to  a 
Yenfe  of  their  duty  5  and  that,  in,. the 
mean  time,  every  proper  and  pradicable 
imeafure  will  be  taken  to  awe  that  licen- 
tious  fpirit,  which  has  hurried  them  to 

^  /'ff  W'  ■•r’  •J-*'-'—  ^  • 

thofe  adls  of  outrage  and  violence,  equally 
dangerous  to  the  fober  and  well-difpofcd 
part  of  the  people,  the  eafe  and  quiet  of 
the  city,  and  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
authority  among  them. 


f'/ 


•J 
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Sir 


■  ■'  '  . 'si’’’''  r  1  ■ 
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Sir  Henry  Moore  will  certainly  be  ar¬ 
rived  before  this  reaches  you ;  it  is  ex¬ 
pected,  therefore.  Sir,  from  your  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  country  and  people,  that 
you  fhould  inform,  the  new  governor  of 
every  thing  necelTary  for  his  knowledge, 
as  well  refpeCting  the  ftate  of  things,  as 
the  characters  and  difpofitions  of  men 
in  that  country.  He  will  fee  that,  by 
his  inftruCtions,’  he  is  empowered  to  fuf- 
pend  members  of  the  council,  and  offi- 
cers.of  the  law,  who  fhall  appear  to  de- 
fire  it }  being,  in  that  cale,  only  obliged 
to  fend'  home  immediately  the  reafons 
mid  caufes  of  fuch  fufpenfion.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  fuch  times  as  '  thele 
may  require  the  exercife  of  that  power: 
■as  it  is  not  doubted  the  governor  will  ufc 
it  with  difcretion,  fo  it  is  expeCted  he 
Ihould  not  want  firmnefs  to  ufe  it  boldly, 
whenever  it  may  feem  ufeful  to  theKing’s., 
fervice  md  the  public  peace. 
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NUMBER  VII. 

■ 

Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Houfe  ■ 
of  Burgejes  in  Virginia,  in  confequence' 
of  a  Motion  made  (May-29,  ^7^5>) 
take  into  Conf  deration  the  late  Adi  for 
levying  a  Duty  upon  Stamps*, ' 

E.efolvedf  |  "^HAT  the  firft  adventurers 

and  fettlers  of  this  his  Ma- 
jefiy’s  Colony  and  Dorriinion  of  Virginia 
brought  with  them,  and  tranfmitted  to 
their  pofterity,  and  all  other  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubjecls  fince  inhabiting  in  this 
his  Majefly’s  faid  Colony,  all  the  liber¬ 
ties,  privileges,  franchifes*and  immuni¬ 
ties,  that  have  at  any  time  been  held 
and  enjoyed,  and  poffeffed  by  the  people 
of  Great  Britain. 

Refolved,  That,  by  two  royal  charters 
granted  by  king  James  I.  the  Colonies 
aforefaid  are  declared  entitled  to  all  li¬ 
berties,  privileges  and  immunities  of 
denizens  and  natural  fubjedls,  to  all  in¬ 
tents.  and  purpofes,  as  if  they  had  been 

abiding 
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abiding  and  born  within  the  realm  of 
England. 

Refohed,  That  the  taxation  of  the 

•  \  “  * 

people,  by  themfelves,  or  by  perfons 
chofen  by  themfelves  to  reprefent  them, 
who  can  only  know  what  taxes  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  able  to  bear,  or  the  eafieft  me¬ 
thod  of  raifing  them,  and  mufl  them¬ 
felves  be  affected  by  every  tax  laid  on 
the  people,  is  the  only  fecurity  againft  a 
burthenfome  taxation,  and  the  diftin- 
guifhing  j  charadleriftic  of  Britifli  free¬ 
dom,  without  which  the  antient  confli- 
tution  cannot  exift. 

R^Jolvsdy  That  his  IVXajefly’s  liege  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  his  moft  antient  and  loyal 
Colony  have,  without  interruption,  en-  ' 
joyed  the  ineliimable  right  of  being  go¬ 
verned  by  fuch  laws,  refpedting  their  in¬ 
ternal  polity  and  taxation,  as  are  derived 
from  their  own  confent,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  their  fovereign,  or  his  fub- 
ditutes,  and  that  the  fame  hath  been 
conftantly  recognized  by  the  King  and 
People  of  Great  Britain. 
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OHoher  r,  1765. 

Copy  of  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Lords  Com- 
mijjioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations^ 
touching  the  Proceedings  and  Refolutions 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Maf* 
fachufet’s  Bay,  ’with  refpedi  to 'the  Adi 
‘  for  levying  a  Duty  upon  Stamps .  in  A- 
"  merica,  and  to  other  Adis  of  the  Parlia- 
■"  went  of  Great  Britain., 


.  '  i  AJI 


To" the  KIN  G’i  Mof  Excellent  'Majefly. 


'.i- 


I 

i.  May  it  pleafe  your  Majejly'i 

H  E  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 

^  your  Majefty’s  Province  of  Mafia- 

chufet’s  Bay  having,  laft  year,  printed 

and  publifhed,  in  the  journals  of  their 

proceedings,  a  letter  from  a  Committee 

of  that  Houfe  to  their  Agent  here  j  in 

which  letter  the  adls  and  refolutions  of 

the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  were 

treated  with  the  moft  indecent  difrelpeit, 

and  principles  tending  to  a  denial  of  the 

right 
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right  of  Parliament  to  levy  taxes  upon 
your  Majefty’s  fubjeds  in  the  Colonies, 
were  openly  avowed  ;  oiir  predeceflors  iii 
office  thought  it  their  duty  to  tranfmit 
this  tranfadion  to  your  Majefiy’s  cdnfi- 
deration,  to  the  end  that  fuch  diredions 
might  be  given,  as  the  nature  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  matter  Ihould  appear  to 
require. 

.  Since  this,  and  fince  the  paffing  the 
ad  of  Pariiarhent  for  levying  a  ftamp 
duty  in  America,  the  grounds  of  which 
ad  gave  rife  to  the  reflexions  contained 
in  the  above-mentioned  letter,  the  fame 
Ipirit  that  didated  the  fentiments  it  ex* 
prefles,  has  appeared  throughout  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  faid  Houle  of 
Reprefentatives. 

Upon  the  eledion  of  counfellors,  who, 
by  the  conftitution  of  this  Colony,  are 
annually  chofen  by  the  Houfe  of  Repre* 
fentatives,  the  drongeft  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  preclude  your  Majefty’s  fecretary 
of  date,  who  has  always  been  a  member 
of  the  council  from  his  feat  at  that 
Board;  and  this,  as  your  Majedy’s  go^ 
vernor  reprefents,  merely  on  account  G)f 

d  his 


-.f' 
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hi's  having  received  ari  ^pp*ointment^{un 
folicited)  to  be  a  diftributor  o£  the 
ftamps :  and  the  motion  made  in  that 
Houfe,  to  difcontinue  the  annual  falary 
allowed  for  the  fupport  of  your  Majefty’s 
governor,  upon  which  proceeding  wd 
have  this  day  made  a  feparate  reprefenta- 
tion  to  your  Majcfty,  feetri's  to  have  a- 
rifen  from  the  fame  motives.  * 

Thel'e,  however,  being  only  attempts 
of 'individuals 'in  the  community^  would 
not  either  have  required  or  deferved  your 
Majefty’s  attention,  in  the  light  in  which 
vve  view  thern  j  but  it  further  appears, 
from  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  in  their  laft  feffion,  that 
thi^  Affembly,  haloing  fheught  Jit  to  ''mitke 
the  propriety  and" expediency  of  the  Jiahp^ 
aB,  and  of  other  aBs  oj' par liaffient,  'a  fub- 
jeB  of  open  quedion  and  difciijjim^  came  to 
Teveral  refolutions  and  proceedings  there¬ 
upon,  which  they  kept  fecret  till  the  laft 
day  of  their  fefion,  when  thej)’  publilhed 
them  in  their  printed  journals* — Then 
follow  the  refolutions — Then  the  Board 
of  Trade  proceeds  thus  :  The  objedt  of 
the  refolutions  and  proceedings  ot ’the 

Houfe 
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Hcufe  of  Rcprcfentatives  of  Mafaclifef^ 
Bax,  is  to  recommend  to,  and  induce, 

^  f  '  ij  ^  -  -  J  i  -  -  ( 

the  reft  of  your  Majefly’s  Colonies  in 
America,  to  ynxi  in,  a  general  congrefs  oj 
committees  from  the  fevered  afemblies,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  other  branches  of  the  legi- 
fature,  and  -^’without  any  previous  applica¬ 
tion  tp  your  Majefly,  to  confidcr  and  deli¬ 
berate  upon  the  abls  of  the  parliament  of 
this fingdom.  As  this  appears  to  us  to 
be  the  firft  inflance  of  a  general  congrefs, 
appointed  by  the  Affemblies  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  ..without .  the  authority  of  the 
Crown  •,  a  meafure  .which  conceiy.p 
of  dangerous  tendency  in  itfelf,  and  more 
jefpecially  fo,  when,  taken  for  the  pur- 
pofgs  ^xpref ed  in  the  above-mentioned 
refplution,  and  connedled  with, the  fnirit 
that  has  .appeared  throughout  the  whole 
conduit  of  this  particular.  AlTembly  ;  we 
therefore  think  it  our  indifpenfible  duty 
to  fubmit  this  matter  to  your  Majefty’s 
confideration,  for  fuch  diredtions  as  your 
Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  your  Coun- 
.cil,  may  think  proper  and  expedient  to 
give  thereupon. 

All.whkh  is  molt  humbly  fubmittcd,&e. 


Whitehall,  Oti. 

I,  il^S- 
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Copy  of  a  Reprefentatipn  fiom  ihe  Board  of 
Trade y  with  federal  Papersjraafmltt^d, 
relative  to  the  oiitrazeous  Behaviour^of 

o  Jfc  Ji,;.'  raO“ 

the  People  at  the  Bofton.,  in 

Oppofition  tp  the  Stamp-Duty  ASl^fDated 
Odlober  lo,  1765.  .  - 


f  i  * 


r 


To  the  KIN  G's  Mod  Excellent  Mdjedy. 

\ridd. 


May  it  pleafe  your  MajedyP 


s 


INCE  our  humble  reprelbhtati^ 
to  your  Majefty  of  the*  'ift  in^?^in 


confequence  of  fdme  alarming 
ings  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefehtatlv^ij  in 


the  Province  of  Maffachufet’s  BaJ^^^e 


have  received  letters  from** 


•  jjf  (  I 


an  account  of  a  riot  of  a  moft  dangerous 
tendency,  which  had  arifen  in  the  town 
of  Bofton,  and  which,  diredling  its  fury 
againft  the  houfes  and  perfons  of  the 
lieutenant-governor,  and  other  principal 
pfHcers  of  government,  continued  with 
repeated  adls  of  extraordinary  violence, 
front  the  15  th  of  x^uguft  to  the  26th  of 

the 
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the  fame  month ;  at  which  period  the 
tumult  feemed  fufpended,  rather  than 

f  V  -  r  »“l-  ;  Y  "  -r  -  -J* 

allayed*  - 

In  whatever  light  thefe  difturbances 
be  viewed,  whether  in  refpedt  bf 
tlfe^ avowed  objedtj  which  the  perpetra- 
abettors  of  them  declare  to  be 


;  a  general  refolution/  to  oppofe  and^pre 
"  vent  tile' executm  an  aft  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great-Britain,  or  in  relpeft 
qf-the  ftate  of  government  and  pagi- 

ftraoy  there,  which  - - -  reprefents  to 

be  utterly  incapable.,  of  refifting  or  Tup-^^ 
preffing  theie  tumults  and  diforders,  they 
^feem  to  us  of  fuch  high  importance,  that 
:iy^^lofe  no  time  in  laying  the  lettei  s  and 
.  papers'"  relating  thereunto  before  your 
^Majefty,  that  your  Majefly  may  direft 
fucli  meafures  to  be  purfued,  as  your 
;'.]VIajefty,  with  the  advice  of  your  Coun- 
"  cil,  fliall  think  moft  prudent  and  effec- 

tual. 

Which  is  mod  humbly  fubmitted,  &c. 
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hxtradi  of  a  Letter  from  ■ — Mr, 

S - Y  C - Y.  r  . 

New-Yorky  23,  1765,^ 

TH  E  refolves  of  the  Aflembly  of 
Virginia,  which-  you  will  haye 
leen,  gave  the  fignal  for  a  general  ouN 
cry  over  the  Continent  j  and  though  I 
do  not. find,  that  the  Aflembly  of  any 
other  Province  has  yet  come  tolrefolu- 
tions  of  the  fame  tendency,  they  have 
been  applauded  as  the  protedtors  and  af- 
fertors  of  American  liberty  ^  .and  all  per^ 
Ions  excited  and  encouraged  by  w^ritings 
in  the  public  papers,  and  fpeeches,  with¬ 
out  any  referve,  to  oppole  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  adl :  the  general  fcheme 
concerted  throughout  feems  to  have 
been,  firfi,  by  menace  or  force,  to  oblige 
the  fiamp^  officers  to  refign  their  em¬ 
ployments,  in  which  they  have  generally 
lucceeded  and  next,  to  defiroy  the 
ftampt  papers  upon  their  arrival ;  that, 
having  no  fiamps,  neceffity  might  be  an 

excufe 
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excufe  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs  with¬ 
out  them  j  and  that,  before  they  could 
be  replaced,  the  clamour  and  outcry  of 
the  people,  with  addreffes  and  remon- 
ftrances  from  the  Affemblies,  might  pro¬ 
cure  a  repeal  of  the  ait.  The  populace 
of  Bofton  took  the  lead  in  the  riots,  and 
6y  an  aflault  upon  the  houfe  of  the  ftamp 
officer,  forced  him  to  a  refignation.  The 
little  turbulent  Colony  of  Rhode-JJland 
raifed  their  mob  likewife  j  who  were 
not  content  only  to  force  a  promife  from 
the  perfon  appointed  to  diftribute  the 
ftamps,  that  he  would  not  a<3:  in  that 
employment,  but  alfo  aflaulted  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  houfes  and  furniture  of  Meffi 
Howard  and  Moffatt,  and  obliged  them 
to'fly  for  fafety  on  board  a  fhip  of  war  : 
the  ffirft,  a  lawyer  of  reputation,  had 
•wrote  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great-Britain  to  lay  taxes  upon 
the  Colonies ;  the  other  a  phyfician,  who 
had'  fupported  the  fame  in  his  converfi- 
tions.  The  neighbouring  Provinces  feem- 
ed  inclined  to  follovv  thefe  examples, 
but  were  prevented  by  the  almoft  gene¬ 
ral  refignatioii  of  the  ftamp  officers. 

The 
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The  Bbfton  mob,  raifed  firft  by  the  in- 
jftigation  of  many  of  the  principal  inha¬ 
bitants,  allured  by  plunder,  rofe  fhortly 
after  of  their  own  accord  j  attacked, 
robbed,  and  deftroyed  feveral  houfes# 
and  amongft  others,  that  of  the  Lieute¬ 
nant-governor,  and  only  Ipared  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s,  becaufe  his  effedts  had  been  re¬ 
moved.  People  then  began  to  be  terri¬ 
fied  at  the  fpirit  they  had  raifed  j  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  popular  fury  was  not  to  be 
guided,  and  each  individual  feared  he 
might  be  the  next  vidtim  to  their  rapa¬ 
city.  The  fame  fears  fpread  through  the 
other  Provinces,  and  there  has  been  as 
much  pains  taken  fince,  to  prevent  infur  re  c- 
tions  of  the  people,  as  before  to  excite  themi 


NUMBER  XL 

ExtraSl  of  a  State  oj  the  Province,  con¬ 
tained  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  C“— y, 
dated,  Dec.  13,  1765- 

The  gentlemen  of  the  law  make  the 
fecond  clafs,  in  which  are  properly 
included  both  the  bench  and  the  bar; 

both 


/ 
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both  of  them  aft  on  the  fame  principles, 
andare  of  the  moft  difcinguiflied  families 
in'  the  policy  of  the  Province. 
qii^'J'he  merchants  make  the  third  clafs  j 
imtiy'if  them  have  fud deftly  rofe  from  the 
loweji  rank  of  the  people  to  ccnfiderabk 
fortunes,  and  chief y  in  the  lafi  vear,  by  il~ 
lici  f  trade  j  they  -^athor  every  limitation  of 
trade  and 'duties,  and  therefore  gladly  go 
into'  e^erf  me  a  fare,  vehereby  they  hope  to 
have*,  ttade  free . 

■xTire '■gentlemen  of  the  law,  bolli  the 
judgesliaftd  theiprincipal  praditioners  at 
the  baf-,0  ate  either'  owners,  or  ftrongly 
conheded -in family '  intereft  with  the 
propriefotis  in  general.— The  gentlemea 
ef  ttie^'la'Wi?*  fome  years  li'nce,  entered 
into  an  alTociation,  with  intention,  a- 
mong  other  things,  to  allume  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  government  upori  them,  by  the 
influence  they  had  in  the  affembly  j 
gained  fey ‘their''family  connedions,  and 
by  the*  profeflion  of  the  law,  whereby 
they  are  unavoidably  in  the  fecrets  of 
.•many  families.  iMany  court  their  friend- 
fhip,  and  all. dread  their  hatred  ;  by  thefe 
rheans,  diough  few  of  them  are  mem- 

e  hers. 
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berSj  they  rule  the  Houle  of  the  Afleni*' 
bly,  in  all  matters  of  importance;  the 
greateft  number  of  the  affembly  being 
common  farmers,  who  know  little  of 
men  and  things,  and  are  eafily  deluded 
and  feducedi 

By  this  affociation,  united  in  intereft 
'and  family  connections  with  the  pro- 
pri  etors  of  the  great  trads,  a  domination 
of  lawyers  was  formed  in  this  Province,, 
which,  for  fome  years  paft,  has  been 
tod  Ifrong  for  the  executive  powers  of 
government. — Befides  what  is  before  re¬ 
lated,  it  is  necelTary  to  obferve,  that,  for 
feverai  years  palt,  the  Affembly  grants 
the  fupport  of  power  only  from  year  to 
year;  they  increafe  and  leffen  the  fala- 
ries  of  all  the  officers  at  their  pleafure  ; 
and  the  bill  piaffed  in  the  Houfe  of  Af-. 
fernbly  (the  'author  means  the  Houfe  of 
Commons)  in  the  laft  feffions  of  par¬ 
liament,  laying  internal  taxes  on  the  Co¬ 
lony,  and  paying  all  the  officers  of  go¬ 
vernment,  as  it  is  fuggefted  they  may 
intend  to  do,  will  deftroy  the  great  and 
undue  influence,  which  the  Affembly 
has  gained  over  the  adminiftration,  to 
'  the 
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the  great  prejudice  of  his  Majefty’s  pre¬ 
rogative  in  the  Colonies ;  and  it  is  chiefly 
for  this  reafon  that  the  popular  leaders  Jo 
’violently  oppofe  the  adi  for  laying  a  StaJ7ip 
Duty. 


NUMBER  XII. 

Extrafl  oj  a  Letter  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  dated  Aug.  15,  1766. 

Yesterday  morning,  at  break  ol 

day,  was  difcovered  hanging  upon 
a  tree,  in  .a  ftreet  in  the  town,  an  effigy, 
with  inferiptions,  ffiewing,  that  it  was 
intended  to  reprefent  Mr.  Oliver  the  fe- 
cretary,  who  had  lately  accepted  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Stamp  Diftributor.  Some  of  the. 
neighbours  offered  to  take  it  down,  but 
they  were  given  to  know,  that  would 
not  be  permitted.  Many  gentlemen, 
efpecially  fome  of  the  council,  treated 
it  as  a  boyiffi  fport,  that  did  not  deferve 
the  notice  of  the  Governor  and  Councii. 
However,  the  Lieutenant-governor,  as 
ehief  juflice,  diredled  the  Sheriff  to  or- 

e  2  dcr 
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def  h  is  officers  to  take  down  the  effigy 
and  a  Council  was  appointed  to  meet  in 
the  afternoon,  to  confider  what  ffionld 
be  ffione,  if  the  Sheriff’s  officers  were 
obftrudled  in  removing  the  effigy,  ^  -  • 

Before  the  Council  met,  the  Sheriff 
reported,  that  his  officers  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  take  down  the  effigy,  but  could 
not  do  it  without  Imminent  danger  of 
their  lives.  The  Council  met;  repre- 
fented  this  tranfadfion  as  the  beginning 
of  much  greater  commotions,  and  de- 
fired  their  advice  what  ffiould  be  done 
upon  this  occalion.  A  majority  of  the 
Council  fpoke  in  form  againff  doing  any 
■things;  but  upon  very  different  princi¬ 
ples  :  fome  laid  it  was  a  trifling  bufinefs, 
which,  if  let  alone,  would  fubfide  of 
itfelf;  but  if  taken  notice  of,  would  be¬ 


come  a  ferious  affair.  Others  faid,  that 
it  vvas  a  ferious  affair  already ;  that  it 
w’as  a  preconcerted  bufinefs,  in  which 
the  greateft  part  of  the  town  was  cn- 
gaged  :  that  there  was  no  force  to  op- 
pofe  it,-  and  making,  an  oppofition  to  it, 
^without  a  power  to  fupport  the  oppofi- 
ticn,  wvuid  ■only.eiiffam.c  the'  People, 
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and  be  a  means  of  extending  the  mif- 
chief  to  perfons  not  at  prefent  the  ob- 
je<fls  of  it. — The  Sheriff  was  ordered  to 
affemble  the  peace  officers,  and  preferve 
the  peace  y  a  matter  of  form,  rather  than 
real  lignificance. 

It  now  grew  dark  ;  when  the  mob, 
which  had  been  gathering  all  the  after¬ 
noon,  came  down  to  the  Town-houfe, 
bringing  the  effigy  with  them  ;  and, 
knowing  that  they  were  fitting  in  the 
Council-chamber,  they  gave  three  huz¬ 
zas,  by  way  of  defiance,  and  palfed  on. 
“From  thence  they  went  to  a  new  build¬ 
ing,  lately  ereded  by  Mr.  Oliver  to  let 
out  for  ffiops,  and  not  quite  finiffied  : 
this  they  called  the  Stamp-office,  and 
pulled  it  down  to  the  ground  in  five 
minutes.  From  thence  they  went  to 
Mr.  Oliver’s  houfe,  before  which  they 
beheaded  the  effigy,  and  broke  all  the 
windows  next  the  ftreet.  Then  they 
carried  the  effigy  to  Fort  Hill,  near  Mr. 
Oliver’s  houfe,  where  they  burnt  the 
effigy  in  a  bonfire,  made  of  the  timber 
they  had  pulled  down  from  the  building. 
Mr.  Oliver  had  removed  his  family  from 
'■rr  his 
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Ills  houfe,  and  remained  himfelf  with  a 
few  friends,  when  the  mob  returned  to 
attack  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  prevailed  upon  to  re¬ 
tire,  and  his  friends  kept  poffeffion  of 
the  houfe  :  the  mob  finding  the  door 
barricaded,  broke  down  the  whole  fence 
of  the  garden  towards  Fort  Hill ;  and 
coming  on,  beat  all  the  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  of  the  garden  front,  and  entered 
fhe  houfe,  the  gentlemen  there  retiring. 
As  foon  as  they  had  got  pofTefiion,  they 
fearched  about  for  Mr.  Oliver,  declaring 
they  would  kill  him.  Findings  that  he 
had  left  the  houfe,  a  party  fet  out  to 
learch  two  neighbouring  houfes,  in  one 
of  which  Mr.  Oliver  was ;  but,  happily, 
they  were  diverted  from  this  purfuit  by  ,- 
,a  gentleman  telling  them,  that  Mr.  Oli¬ 
ver  was  gone  with  the  Governor  to  the 
Cafile ;  .otherwife  he  would  certainly 
have  been  murthered.  After  eleven 
o’clock,  the  mob  feeming  to  grow  quiet, 
the  Lieutenant-governor,  Chief  Juftice, 
and  the  Sheriff,  ventured  to  go  to  Mr. 
Oliver’s  houfe,  to  endeavour  to  perfuade 
them  to  difpcrfe  ;  as  foon  as  they  hegaq 
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to  fpeak,  a  ringleader  cried  out,  “  The 
Governor  and  the  Sheriff,  to  your  arms, 
my  boys prefently  after,  a  volley  of 
ftones  followed,  and  the  two  gentlemen 
narrowly  efcaped,  through  favour  of  the 
night,  not  without  fome  bruifes.  I 
fhould  have  mentioned  before,  that  a 
written  order  was  fent  to  the  Colonel  of 
the  regiment  of  militia,  to  beat  an  a- 
larm  :  he  anfwered,  that  it  would  Signify 
nothing,  for,  as  foon  as  the  drum  was 
heard,  the  drummer  v/ould  be  knocked 
down,  and  the  drum  broke  :  he  added, 
that  probably  all  the  drummers  of  the 
regiment  were  in  the  mob.  Nothing 
more  being  to  be  done,  the  mob  were 
left  to  difperfe  at  their  own  time,  which 
they  did  about  tv/elve  o’clock. — Whilft 
i  am  writing,  I  faw  a  bonfire-  burning 
on  Fort  Hill,  by  which  I  underffand  the 
mob  is  up,  and  probably  doing  mifehief  j 
I  fliall  therefore  discontinue  this  letter 
till  I  can  receive  information  of  what  is 
done  this  night. 


i 
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Augujl  1 6. 

T  N  the  afternoon  of  yefterday,  feveral 
gentlemen  applied  to  Mr.  Oliver,  to 
advife  him  to  make  a  public  declaration, 
that  he  would  relign  the  office,  and  ne¬ 
ver  adt  in  it ;  without  which  they  faid 
his  houfe  would  be  immediately  deftroy- 
ed,  and  his  life  in  continual  danger  : 
upon  which  he  was  obliged  to  authorize 
fome  gentlemen  to  declare  in  public, 
that  he  would  immediately  apply  for 
leave  to  refign,  and  would  not  adt  in  the 
office  (as  indeed  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  do)  until  he  received  further  orders. 

Auguji  22. 

T  Come  now  to  purfue  the  fubjedt  of 
my  letter,  dated  the  15th  and  i6th 
inftant. — It  is ,  difficult  to  conceive  the 
fury,  which  at  prefent  poffeffes  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Bofton,  of  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  men  :  if  a  gentleman,  in  common 
converfation,  lignifies  his  difapprobation 
of  this  infurredlion,  his  perfon  is  im¬ 
mediately  in  danger.  A  gentleman  ha¬ 
ving  faid,  that,  notwithftanding  what 
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was  paffed,  he  would  accept  of  the 
flamp- office,’  a  day  was  fixed  for  pulling 
down  his  houfe  ;  it  was  prevented  not 
without  difficulty.  Another  gentleman 
having  mentioned  his  expedfation,  that 
fome  regular  forces  would  be  fent  into 
the  town,  was  obliged  to  make  inter- 
ceffion  to  prevent  his  being  mobbed.  A 
Minifter  of  the  church  of  England  ha¬ 
ving,  in  his  fermon,  obliquely  condemned 
thefe  proceedings,  has  been  threatened 
with  the  refentment  of  the  Peoole.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  Minifter  of  one  of 
the  principal  meetings  told  Mr.  Oliver, 
that  though  he  was  lorry,  this  mifehief 
had  fell  upon  him,  yet  it  was  a  very 
proper  and  necefiary  proceeding,  and  he 
quite  approved  of  it.  Another  congre¬ 
gational  Minifter,  well  known  by  his 
late  polemical  writings,  has,  as  I  have 
been  told  by  feveral  perfons,  juftified  this 
proceeding  in  his  fermon,  and  prayed 
for  its  fuccefs  ;  but  there  are  congrega¬ 
tional  Minifters,  I  doubt  not,  (and  I 
know  fome)  who  condemn  it,  but  they 
dare  not  fpeak  out,  which  is  the  cafe  of 
every  one  who  does  not  approve  of  it. 

f 


I 


appendix; 


I  would  not  Vv’illingly  aggravate  matterbg' 
but  I  really  fear  much  worfe  is  to  come 
llvan  is  palTed  :  the  Sheriff  of  this  coun¬ 
ty,  a  pruaent  and  relolute  man,  has  told 
me,  that  he  was  applied  to  by  forne 
Ifiends,  "who  would  have  perfuaded  him 
to  refign  Iris  office,  for  it  would  foon 
become  dangerous  for  a  civil  officer  to 
appear;  and  that  both  his  deputies  at 
Bodon  had  applied  to  refign.  The  firft 
of  November  is  appointed  for  a  grand- 
jubilee  ;  when,  1  fuppofe,  there  will  be 
much  tnifehief  done,  and  vengeance 
w'recked  upon  thofe  who  remain  friends 
to  government. 
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T  is  with  the  utmofi;  concern,  that  I 
am  obliged  to  continue  the  fubjedt  of 


my  I  aft  letters  of  the  15th  and  16th, 
and  of  the  22d  inft.  the  diforders  of  the 
town  having  been  carried  to  mneh  greater 

O 


lengths  than  what  1  have  informed  your 
Lordffiips  of. 

After  the  demolition  of  Mr.  Oliver’s 


houfe  was  found  fo  pradticable  and  eafy,. 
that  the  government  was  obliged  to  look 

on, 
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•on,  without  being  able  to  take  any  one 
flep  to  prevent  it,  and  the  principal  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  town  publicly  avowed  and 
juflified  the  adl,  the  mob,  both  great 
and  ftnall,  became  highly  elated,  and 
all  kinds  of  ill-huiTiours»  were  fet  on 
foot  :  every  thing  that,  for  years  pail, 
had  been  the  caufe  of  any  popular  dif- 
content,  was  revived  ;  and  private  re- 
fentments  againft  peiTons  in  office 
worked  themfelves  in,  and  endeavoured 
to  exert  themfelves  under  the  mafic  of 
the  public  caufe. 

On  Monday,  Auguft  26,  tlrere  was 
fome  fmall  rumour,  that  mifchief  would 
be  done  that  night ;  but  it  was  in  gene¬ 
ral  difregarded.  Towards  evening,  fome 
boys  began  to  light  a  bonfire  before  the 
Town-houfe,  which  is  an  ufual  fi^nrl 
for  a  mob.  Before  it  was  quite  dark,  a 
great  company  of  people  gathered  toge¬ 
ther,  crying.  Liberty  and  Property,  which 
is  their  ufual  notice  of  their  intention  to 
plunder  and  pull  down  an  houfe.  I  hev 
went  firft  to  Mr.  Paxton’s  houfe,  who 
is  marlhal  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
and  furveyor  of  'the  port ;  and  finding 
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loefore  it  the  owner  of  the  houfe  (Mr. 
Paxton  being  only  a  tenant)  he  affured 
them,  that  Mr.  Paxton  had  quitted  the 
houfe  with  his  beft  effeds,  and  that  the 
houfe  was  his ;  that  he  had  never  in¬ 
jured  them,  and  finally,  invited  them  to 
go  to  the  tavern  and  drink  a  barrel  of 
punch  :  the  offer  was  accepted,  and  fo 
that  houfe  was  faved.  As  foon  as  they 
had  drank  the  punch,  they  went  to  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Storey,  regilfer-deputy  of 
the  Admiralty,  broke  into  it,  and  broke 
it  all  to-pieces,  and  took  out  all  the 
books  and  papers,  among  which  were 
all  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  and  carried  them  to  the  bonfire, 
and  there  burnt  them  :  they  alfo  looked 
about  for  him  with  an  intention  to  kill 
him.  From  thence  they  went  to  Mr. 
Plollowell’s,  comptroller  of  the  Cufloms, 
broke  into  his  houfe,  and  deftroyed  and 
carried  off  every  thing  of  value,  with 
about  ■  thirty  pounds,  firerling,  in  cafli. 
This  houfe  was  lately  built  by  himfelf, 
and  fitted  and  furniflied  with  great  ele¬ 
gance.  But  the  grand  mifchief  of  all 
was  to  come. 

The 
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The  Lieutenant-governor  had  been 
apprized,  that  there  was  an  evil  Ipirit 
gone  forth  againft  him ;  but,  being  con- 
fcious  that  he  had  not  in  the  leaf!:  de- 
ferved  to  be  made  a  party,  in  regard  to 
the  Stamp-aft  or  the  Cuftom-houfe,  he 
refted  in  full  fecurity  that  the  mob  would 
not  attack  him ;  and  he  was  at  fupper 
with  his  family  when  he  received  advice 
that  the  mob  was  coming  to  him.  He 
immediately  fent  away  his  children,  and 
determined  to  flay  in  the  houfe  himfelf: 
but,  happily,  his  eldefl  daughter  return¬ 
ed,  and  declared  Ihe  would  not  flir  from 
the  houfe,  unlefs  he  went  with  her;  by 
which  means  flie  got  him  away,  which 
was  undoubtedly  the  occalion  of  faving 
his  life.  For,  as  foon  as  the  mob  had 
got  into  the  houfe,  with  a  moft  irrcfift- 
able  fury,  they  immediately  looked  about 
for  him,  to  murder  him,  and  even  made 
diligent  enquiry  whither  he  was  gone. 
They  v/ent  to  work  with  a  rage  fcarce 
to  be  exemplified  by  the  moft  favage 
people.  Every  thing  moveable  was  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  moft  minute  manner,  ex¬ 
cept  fuch  things  of  value  as  were  worth 
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carrying  oft ;  among  which  were  near 
loool.  fterling,  in  fpecie,  befides  a  great 
quantity  of  family  plate,  &c.  But  the 
lots  to  be  moft  lamented  is,  that  there 
was  in  one  room,  kept  for  that  purpofe, 
a  large  and  valuable  colledion  of  manu- 
feripts  and  original  papers,  which  he  had 
been  gathering  all  his  life-time,  and  to 
which  all  perfons,  who  had  been  in  pof- 
feftion  of  valuable'  papers  of  a  public 
kind,  had  been  contributing,  as  to  a 
public  Mufeum.  As  thefe  related  to  the 
hiftory  and  policy  of  the  country,  from 
the  time  of  its  fettlement  to  the  prefent, 
and  was  the  only  colledion  of  its  kind, 
the  lofs  to  the  public  is  great  and  irre¬ 
trievable,  as  it  is  to  himfelf,  the  lofs  of 
the  papers  of  a  farrdly,  which  had  made 
a  figure  in  this  Province  for  a  hundred 
and  thirty  years.  As  for  the  houfe, 
which,  from  its  ftrudure  and  infide  fi- 
niftiintt,  fttmed  to  be  from  a  defign  of 
Inigo  Jones,  or  his  fucceflbr,  it  appears, 
that  tiiey  were  a  long  while  rcfolved  to 
level  it  to  tlie  ground  :  they  worked 
three  hours  at  the  cupola  before  they 
could  ftet  it  down,  and  they  uncovered 

part 
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part  of  the  roof ;  but  I  fuppofe,  that  the' 
thicknefs  of  the  walls,  which  were  of 
very  fine  brick-work,  adorned  with  Ionic 
pilafters  worked  into  the  wail,  prevented 
their  compleating  their  purpofe,  though 
they  worked  at  it  till  day-light.  The 
next  day,  the  ftreets  were  found  fcattered 
with  money,  plate,  gold  rings,  &c.  which 
had  been  dropt  in  carrying  off.  The 
whole  lofs  in  this  houfe  is  reckoned  at 
3000 1.  flerling. — It  was  now  becoming* 
a  w'ar  of  plunder,  of  general  levelling, 
and  taking  away  the  diftindtion  of  rich' 
and  poor  :  fo  that  thofe  gentlemen,  who 
had  promoted  and  approved  the  cruel 
treatment  of  Mr.  Oliver,  became  now 
as  fearful  for  themfelves  as  the  mofl  loyal 

perfon  in  the  town  could  be.' - When 

firfl  the  town  took  this  new  turn,  I  was 
in  hopes  that  they  v/ould  have  difavowed 
all  the  riotous  proceedings ;  that  of  the 
firfl  night,  as  well  as  the  lad.  But  it  is 
no  fuch  thing,  great  pains  are  taken  to 
feparate  the  two  riots :  what  was  done 
againft  Mr.  Oliver  is  flill  approved  of,  as 
a  neceflary  declaration  of  their  refolution 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  Stamp-adl ;  and- 

■  even 
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even  the  cruel  treatment  of  him  and  his 

V  X 

family  is  juftified  by  its  confequences,  the 
frightening  him  into  a  refignation  :  and 
it  has  been  publicly  hinted,  that  if  aline 
is  not  drawn  between  the  firft  riot  and 
the  lad;,  the  Civil  Power  will  not  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  principal  people  of  the 
town,  as  it  is  afl'ured  it  fliall  be  now. — 

N 

So  that  the  prefent  authority  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  is  only  exercifed  upon  condi¬ 
tion,  and  with  prefcribed  limitations. 


NUMBER  XIII. 

Extract  jrom  News-Papers.- 

‘  ‘  '  New -Tor  Nov.  4. 

TH  E  late  extraordinary  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  preparations  in  Fort 
George;  and  the  fecuring  the  ftamped 
paper  in  that  garrifon,  having-  greatly 
alarmed  and  difpleafed  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  a  vaft  number  of  them  aflem- 
bled-lad:  Friday  ’  evening  in  the  Com-  " 
mens,  from  whence  they  marched  down  . 
th*d  Fly,  (preceded  by-  a  number  of> 
•l"..,.  ...V-  ;  lights) 
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lights)  and  having  flopped  a  few  minutes 
at  the  cofFee-houfe,  proceeded  to  the  fort 
walls ;  when  they  broke  open  the  ftablc 
of  the  Lieutenant-governor,  took  out 
his  coach,  and,  after  carrying  the  fame 
through  the  principal  flreets  of  the  city 
in  triumph,  marched  to  the  Commons, 
where  a  gallows  was  eredled,  at  one  end 
of  which  was  fufpended  the  effigy  of  the 
perfon  whole  property  the  coach  was : 
in  his  right  hand  he  held  a  ftamped  bill 
of  lading,  and  on  his  breaft  was  affixed 
a  paper  with  the  followirig  infeription* 
“The  Rebel  Drummer  in  the  Tear  1765 ;  at 
his  back  was  fixed  a  drum,  the  badge  of 
his  profeffion  ;  at  the  other  end  cf  the 
gallows  hung  the  figure  of  the  Devil,  a 
proper  companion  for  the  other,  as  it  is 
fuppofed  it  was  entirely  at  his  infligation 
he  adled :  after  they  had  hung  there  a 
confiderable  time,  they  carried  the  effi¬ 
gies  with  the  gallows  entire,  being  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  coach,  in  a  grand  procef- 
lion,  to  the  gate  of  the  fort,  where  it 
1‘emained  for  fome  time  •,  from  whence 
it  was  removed  to  the  Bowling-green, 
under  the  muzzles  of  the  fort  guns, 
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wliere  a  bonfire  was  immediately  made, 
and  the  Drummer,  Devil,  Coach,  &c. 
were  confumed,  amidft  the  acclamations 
cf  fome  thoufands  of  fpedlators ;  and, 
we  make  no  doubt,  but  the  Lieutenant* 
governor  and  his  friends  had  the  morti¬ 
fication  of  viewing  the  whole  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  ramparts  of  the  fort.  But 
the  bufinefs  of  the  night  not  being  yet 
concluded,  the  whole  body  proceeded 
with  the  greatefi;  .decency  and  good  or¬ 
der  to  Vauxhall,  the  houfe  of  major 
James,  who,  it  was  reported,  was  a 
friend  to  the  Stamp-adl,  and  had  been 
over  officious  in  his  duty,  from  whence 
they  took  every  individual  article,  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount,  and  having 
made  another  bonfire,  the  whole  was 
confumed  in  the  flames,  to  the  great  fa- 
t'isfadtion  of  every  perfon  prefent ;  after 
which  they  difperfed,  and  every  man 
went  to  his  refpedlive  habitation.  The 
whole  affair  was  conduced  with  fiich 
decorum,  that  not  the  leaft  accident 
•happened. 
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Philadelphia,  In  AJJemhly,  Sept.  21,  !"](>$•  A.M. 

TH  E  Houfe  taking  into  confidera- 
tion,  that  an  aft  of  parliament  has 
lately  paffed  in  England,  for  impofing 
certain  ftamp-duties,  and  other  duties, 
on  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts  in  America, 
whereby  the}'^  conceive  fomc  of  their 
mofl  effential  and  valuable  rights  as  Bri- 
tifli  fubjefts  to  be  deeply  affefted,  think 
it  a  duty  they  owe  to  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity,  to  come  to  the  following 
lefolutions,  viz. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  Aflem- 
blies  of  this  Province  have,  from  time' 
to  time,  nt'henever  requijitions  have  teen 
made  by,  his  Majejiy  for  carrying  on  military 
operations  for  the  dejence  of  America,  mofl 
chearfully  and  liberally  contributed  their 
full  proportion  of  men  and  money  for 
thofe  fervices. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  whenever 
his  Majefty’s  fervice  flaall,  for  the  future, 
require  the  aids  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  and  they  fall  be  called  upon 
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for -that  purpofe  in  a  conliitutional  ivay^,  it 
will  be  their  indifpenfible  duty/  moft 
chearfully  and  liberally  to  grant  to  his 
Majefty  their  proportion  of  men'  and 
money,  for  the.  defence,  fecurity  and 
other  public  fervices  of  the  Britifh  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  Province  are  entitled  to  all 
the  liberties,  rights,  and  privileges  of 
his  Majefty’s  fubjeils  in  preat- Britain  or 
elfewhere ;  and  that  the  conftitution  of 
government  in  this  Province  is  founded 
on  the  natural  rights  >  of  mankind,  and 
the  noble  principles  of  Englifli  liberty, 
and  therefore  is,  or  ought  to  be,  per- 
fedlly  free. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  it  is  the  in- 
tereft,  birthright,  and  indubitable  pri¬ 
vilege  of  every  Britifli  fubjedl,  to  be 
taxed  only  by,  his  own  confent,  or  that 
of  his  legal  reprefentatives,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with. his  Majefty,  or  his  fubllitutes. 

.  Refolved,  nem.  con.  Tiiat-  the  only  legal 
reprefentatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Province  are  the  perfpns. they  annually  ele^t 
to  ferve  as  members  of  /^JJembly. 

Refolved 
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Refolved  therefore, iro;;.  That-/^/ 
taxation  of  the  people  of  this  Province ,  by 
any  other  perfons  ivhatfoever  than  fuch.  their 
reprefentatives  in  Affeinblyt  is  tmconflitii~. 
tional,  and  fulverfive  of  their  moji  vahiable. 
rights, 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  laying 
taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  in  any  other  manner,  being  mani^^ 
feflly  fubverfive  of  public  liberty,  mull,  of 
neceflary  confequence,  be  utterly  de- 
ftrudlive  of  public  happinefs. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  reding 
an  authority,  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty, 
to  decide,  in  fuits  relating  to  the  Stamp 
Duties,  and  other  matters,  foreign  to 
their  proper  jurifdidiion,  is  highly  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  his  Majelly’s 
American  fubjedts,  contrary  to  Magna' 
Charta  j  the  great  charter  and  fountain 
of  Englilh  liberty,  and  deftruftive  of 
one. of  their  moll  darling  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  rights,  that  of  trials  by  juries.  ' 
* 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  it  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  rellraints, 
ifhpofed  by  feveral  late  adls  of  parlia- 
tpent,  on  the  trade  of  this  Province;  at 
'  •  ■  a  time 
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a  time  when  the  people  labour  under  an 
enormous  debt,  mull,  of  neceflity,  be 
attended  with  the  moft  fatal  eonfe- 
quences ;  not  only  to  this  Province,  but 
to  the.  trade  of  our  Mother  Country. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  this  Houfe 
think  it  their  duty  thus  firmly  to  aflcrt, 
with  vwdelly  and  decency,  their  inherent 
rights;  that  their  pofierity  may  learn  and 
know  that  it  was  not  with  their  confent 
and  acquiefcence,  that  any  taxes  f:ould  be 
levied  on  them  by  any.perfon,  hut  their  own 
reprejentatives  j  and  are  defirous,  that 
thefe  their  refolves  Ihculd  remain  on, 
their  Minutes,  as’ a  tefiimonyof  the  zeal 
and  ardent  defire  of  the  prefen t  Houfe 
of  Aflembly,  to  preferve  their  ineftimable 
rights,  which,  as  Engliflimen,  they  have 
poflefled  ever  fince  this  Province,  was 
fettled,  and.  to  tranfinit  them  to  their, 
latefi;  pofierity. 
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BOOKS  printed  for  J.  A  L  M  O  N,  oppofite 
Burlington  Houfe,  in  Piccadilly. 

I.rx^HE  ROYAL  KALENDAR  ;  or,  Goxrf.ct  Annual 
H  Register  for  ScotLuicl  and  Jtcljttdy  for  1767^ 

Wirh'the  Arms,  Supporters,  Crefts-  And  Mottoes  of  the  Peers  of  Eng- 

finely  engraved,  and  complete.  Containing  tikewife,  above 
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books  Printed  for  J.  A  L  M  O  N. 

Four  Thousand  Names  not  in  the  other  Books  of  this  Kind*' 
together  with  the  new  Members  ^rnoe  the  Jafe  Cfianges  ;  the  fwrj 
Houfes  of  Parliament  infinitely  more  correft  than  ever  was  printed 
before  liaving  been  examined  by  feveral  Noble  Lords  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Piou'fe  of  Commons,  and  all  the  other  Lifts  corredted 
at  the  refpeftive  Offices  ;  and  the  'whole  upon  a  new  and  morte 

©xtenlive  Plan  than  any  h.therto  offered  to  the  Public. - It  i?5 

juft  neceftary  to  obferve,  that  this  Is  the  only  Bock  which  contains 
the  Eftablhhments  of  Scotland  and  Inland,  which  were  nevex- 
printed  in  England  before  j  and  being  therefore  complete  for 
TjiREii 'Kingdoms,  iscertainly  preferable  to  thofe  Books  which 
contain  but  a  Part  of  the  Lifts  for  England  only.  Price  as.  bound, 
and  2s.  pd.  with  an  A’manack. 

II.  A  SPEECH  in  Behalf  of  the  Constitution,  againft  the 

SUSPENDING  and  DISPENSING  PREROGATIVE.  “  It  i*; 

but  forty  Days  Tyranny,  at  the  Outlide,”  Ptr  Legem  derr.t . 
Price  2s. 

The  above  has  been  puhlijhed  only  a  fetv  D^ys. 

III.  A  True  Hiftory  of  a  late  Short  Adminillration.  Price  6d. 

IV.  Short  Confidcrations  upon  feme  late  extraordinary  Grams, 
and  other  Particulars,  of  a  late  Patriot’s  Cendudt.  Pr.  6d. 

V.  The  E _ I  of  Ch - m’s  Apology.  Price  is. 

VI.  The  HISTORY  o  the  MINORITY  ;  during  the  Years 
1762,  176^,  1764  and  1^65.  Exhibiting  the  CivdtiLl^  Princi¬ 
ples,  and  Views  of  that  PARTY.  The  Fourth  Edition,  vvliii 
Additions.  Price  5s.  bound,  or  4s.  fewed. — TLe-mrytxtraor- 
dindry  oXmoilftnguLr  S^lccefs  which  this  Bock  hath  already 
met  with,  is  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  Teftimony  of  its  Elait.  Iz 
has  moreover  been  tranftated  in  Holland,  France,  and  other 
Nations  j  in  which,  as  well  as  in  England,  it  is  tniicA  rtOiL  and 
ejietmed. 

VII.  Two  PROTESTS  againft  the  Repeal  of  the  American 
St  AMP- Act  :  Widi  ifiits  of  the  IVIinor  i  t  y  in  both  Houfes.  is. 

VIII.  Speculations  on  the  Dearnefs  of  Provifions  and  high  Pri>.e 
of  Labour.  Price  is. 

IX.  The  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain  confiJered.  B? 

Joshua  Gee.  Carefully  reviled  by  a  Merchant,  who  hath 
added  many  intcrefting  Notes,  and  an  Appendix,  concerning 
the  Trade  with  Portugal.  Price  3s.  bound. — - This  valua¬ 

ble  Book  has  many  Years  been  very  fcarce,  although  feverwb 
Times  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  beft  Judges  and  Writers 

-  on  Trade,  and  univcifally  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  moft  in- 
terefting  Books  on  that  Subje<ft.  The  many  capital  Q^eftions 
which  have  been  lately  agitated,  and  the  feveral  others  which 
are  llicrtly  expected  to  come  under  Parliamentary  Conlidera- 
tion,  have  occafioned  a  new  Edition  of  this  Book  to  be  earneftly 
wdhed  for  by  many  PerEms  j  as  the  whole  Britilli  Trade  is. 
therein  judicioufiy  examined,  and  a  great  Numbtr  of  ufefui 
Improvements  pointed  out. 

X.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Conduit  of  a  late  Commoner,  Pr.  is,  6d. 
XJ.  An  Examination  of  his  Principles  and  boafted  Diftnterefted- 

nefs.  Price  is. 

XII.  An  Addrefs  to  the  People  ;  lliewing  the  Advantages 
ariling  fiom  the  frequent  Changes  of  Minifters,  Price  is,  6d. 

XIII.  Tiae 
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BOOKS  Printed  for  J.  A  L  M  O  N; 

XIII.  The  Debates  of  the  Brltifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  durin# 

the  Years  1742,  1743,  I744>  and  1745.  In  two  Vois.  Price 
los,  6d.  in  Boards. 

XIV.  A  Colledion  of  the  moft  interefting  Traa#  which  were 
lately  publilhed  in  England  and  America.  la  two  Volumes* 
Price  14s.  bound. 

^XV.  A  Colleftion  of  the  moll  elleemed  Pol  tical  Trafts,  which 
appeared  during  the  Years  1764,  1765,  and  1766.  In  three 
Volumes.  Price  18s.  bound, 

XVI.  A  Colleftion  of  Political  Letters  which  appeared  in  the 
Public  Papers  during  the  fame  Years.  In  one  Pocket  Volume. 

Price  2s.  6d.^ - It  is  an  Obfervation,  in  Kenneths  Regifter! 

which  Lord  Somers  has  quoted,  That  the  Bent  and  Genius 
‘‘  of  the  A^e  is  bell  known  in  a  free  Country,  by  the  Pam- 
phlets  and  Papers  that  daily  come  out,  as  the  Senfe  of  Par- 
“  ties,  and  fometimes  the  Voice  of  the  Nation." 

XVtI.  The  Letter  concerning  Libels  and  Warrants,  &c.  a  new 
Edition.  Price  2s.  6d. 

XVIII.  The  Security  of  Englilhmens  Lives  ;  or,  the  Duty, 
Truft,  and  Power  of  the  Grand  Juries  of  England.  Written 
by  Lord  Somers.  Price  2s.  6d. 

XlX.  The  FOREIGN£R*s  GUIDE  ;  in  French  and  Englilh  ; 
being  a  proper  Companion  for  every  Stranger  on  his  coming  to 
London.  Price  only  2s.  6d.  bound. 

Speedily  -will  be  Publijhedy 
In  One  Volume,  Oflavo.  Price  5  s.  bound. 

I.  The  COMPLETE  GRASIER  ;  or.  Gentleman's  and 
Farmer’s  Directory.  Containing  the  bell  Inllruftions 
for  buying,  breeding  and  feeding  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Hogs  ; 
and  for  fuckling  Lambs.  A  Defeription  of  the  f articular 
Symptoms  commonly  attending  the  various  Dillempers  to 
which  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Hogs,  are  fubjeft  :  With  the  mol! 
approved  Remedies.  Directions  for  making  the  belt  Butter, 
feveral  Sorts  of  Cheefe,  and  Rennet.  Different  Methods  of 
Hocking  a  Grafs  Farm  j  with  the  particular  Expence  and  Pro¬ 
fits  of  each.  How  to  prepare  the  Land,  and  fow  feveral  Sorts 
of  Seeds  to  Advantage.  Directions  for  raifing  proper  Fodder 
for  Cattle  and  Sheep.  Particular  InltruCtions  for  ordering, 
breeding  and  feeding  Poultry,  Turkies,  Pigeons,  tame  Rab¬ 
bits,  Geefe,  Ducks,  Bullards,  Pea-Fowls,  Pheafants,  and  Par¬ 
tridges.  Aifo  Directions  for  making  Fifh-Ponds,  or  Canals, 
and  for  Itoring  the  Filh  in  the  belt  Manner,  Written  by  a 
Country  Gentleman,  and  originally  defigned  for  private  Ufe. 

II  A  new  Edition  of  CoLLi  ns’s  Peer  age  of  England,  in 
7  Vols.  octavo  ;  containing  an  infinite  Number  of  very  valua¬ 
ble  Additions. 

HI,  A  new  Edition  of  Ogilby’s  Roads,  being  a  convenient 
Pocket  Companion  for  all  Gentlemen  who  have  Occafion  to 
travel. 

All  NEW  Publications  ;  a  large  Variety  of  the  moll 
elleemed  modern  Books,  and  belt  WTiters  in  the  Englilh 
Language,  in  large  and  fmall  Edition-:,  elegant  and  common 
Bindings :  Alfo  the  belt  of  all  Kinds  of  S  f  at  10  nar  y  War  es  j 
particularly.  Paper,  Ink,  Wax,  &c.  may  conftantly  be 
had  at  the  lame  Place. 


